Beware of sofas from China
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equipped to test this chemical. However, the University of Mauritius can conduct tests upon requests. We have already contacted the Ministry of Health on this issue and my ministry will launch a sensitisation campaign on this,” he says.

In the UK, Lawyer Richard Langton, who has led legal action for victims, said cancer cases were being investigated among 5,000 complaints — including one death.

 Langton, of lawyers Russell Jones and Walker, said: “We have several cases involving serious complications — including cancer and even death — and we are investigating. He said other fungicides may also have been used. DMF was identified by chance after months of detective work. Hundreds of other banned chemicals could cause problems.”

It is believed DMF has the effect of stripping the human skin, exposing it to toxins.

The sofas were recalled in 2008 but DMF was only banned by the EU in March this year— days before victims took their case for compensation to the High Court.
