


The achievements during the first semester of 2009 were: 
 
(i) Data collection for the 2007 Census of Economic Activities (CEA) has been completed.  After 
 the release of the main results of phase I of the CEA (Small establishments and itinerants 
 units) in September 2008, a report providing detailed analysis of the results and the 
 methodology used in the conduct of phase I was released in June this year.  The data for phase 
 II (Large establishments) are currently being published. 
(ii) An Environment-Economic Account (EEA) for 2002 covering water use and returns to the 
 environment, energy use and atmospheric emissions, and economy-wide material flow 
 accounts based on the results of the 2002 CEA has been compiled with the assistance of a 
 UNDP consultant.  The results will be included in the Economic and Social Indicator on 
 Environment Statistics scheduled for August 2009 while high level summary accounts will 
 be presented in a brochure. 
(iii) Following a technical assistance mission of a UNDP consultant earlier in May, an 
 experimental Tourism Satellite Account (TSA) for 2005 is currently being compiled 
 based on available data.  The consultant made a series of recommendations on how to 
 improve tourism statistics in general, and in particular on how to fill in the data gaps for an 
 improved and complete TSA.   
(iv) A Memorandum of Understanding was signed with the Bank of Mauritius on 3 March with a 
 view to strengthening collaboration between the two institutions, promoting quality statistics, 
 and  reducing overlapping and duplication in the collection and production of statistical 
 information.  A first meeting was held on 14 March to set out the path for the 
 collaboration.  
(v) Two consultants were recruited under the Capacity Building Programme of the Ministry of 

Finance and Economic Empowerment for (a) setting up a computerised system for the 
compilation of National Accounts, and developing methods for estimating regional Gross 
Domestic   Product  (GDP)   according   to  the  1993  System   of   National  Accounts,  and  

 (b) developing a standard schedule of rates to be used as benchmarks in assessing data 
 costs of construction works, and a series of construction price indices for non-residential 
 buildings and civil engineering works. 
(vi) Following a technical assistance mission in January/February 2009 by a World Bank 
 consultant, an Economic and Social Indicator (ESI) on Crime, Justice and Security statistics 
 was prepared. The ESI, published in April 2009, covers statistics on victimisation collected 
 by the Central Statistics Office from the Continuous Multi Purpose Household Survey as  well 
 as statistics from the Mauritius Police Force, the Judiciary, and the Mauritius Prison Services. 
 A “Digest of Crime, Justice and Security Statistics” is being prepared and will be  released by 
 the end of July 2009. 
(vii) Following a technical assistance mission of a World Bank expert from 29 May to 5 June 2009, 

a poverty map is being prepared for 2001/02 on the basis of data collected from the 2000 
Housing and Population Census and from the 2001/02 Household Budget Survey. A 
preliminary poverty map is available since June 2009 and the final version will be available 
by August 2009. 

    2   

Achievements during first Semester 2009 



3 

(viii) Through the implementation of the e-business plan it has been possible to acquire necessary 
hardware and software to improve the technical infrastructure of the office. Regarding the 
hardware, printers, high performance PCs and laptops, and additional servers with more 
powerful processors have been purchased. This has resulted in achieving the ratio of one PC 
per officer at the CSO main office. There has also been a restructuring of the existing Server 
Room to accommodate a Data Centre with a centralised database and reporting system. As 
regards software, this office has acquired licenses for Statistical Package for Social Sciences 
(SPSS) 17.0, ERETES (a dedicated software for National Accounts), and AUTOCAD. The 
existing licenses of STATA have been upgraded from 8.0 to 10.0. 

(ix) By the end of June, a prototype of an integrated system of centralised database at the CSO has 
been developed for the Demography Unit. Based on the latter, new application structures are 
being developed in the Labour and Central Business Register Units. 

(x) PARIS21 has agreed to prepare a booklet on advocacy for Mauritius, entitled “Why does 
Mauritius need good statistics” in collaboration with CSO. 

(xi) A National Summary Data Page (NSDP) in connection with the Special Data Dissemination 
Standard has been posted on the CSO website since February 2009.  

International Monetary Fund (IMF) Mission Survey on Global Business Companies  

Upon a request from the Government of Mauritius, in order to examine means to assist Mauritius to 
graduate to the Special Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS), a mission was undertaken by two IMF 
staff, Mr. John Joisce and Mr. Rainer Koehler, from 11 to 15 May 2009 to explore the avenues of 
including data on Global Business Companies (GBCs) in the Balance of Payment (BOP) and 
International Investment Position (IIP) statistics.  
 
The mission had discussions with the Bank of Mauritius (BOM), Financial Services Commission 
(FSC), commercial banks and management companies. Two meetings, chaired by the Financial 
Secretary, were held at the Ministry of Finance and Economic Empowerment (MOFEE): one for the 
kick-off and the second for the wrapping-up of the mission. The major recommendations of the 
mission are: 
(i) value of total assets of GBCs be obtained by the FSC, as the regulatory agency, in conjunction 

with the BOM, as the compiling agency, together with MOFEE, as the SDDS coordinator; 
 
(ii)    annual and quarterly surveys on GBCs be conducted jointly by the FSC and BOM; 
 
(iii) that a joint coordinating committee be set up comprising representatives from FSC, BOM,    

MOFEE and Central Statistics Office; and 
 
(iv) that a follow up mission be undertaken by the IMF when the results of the survey become 

available to assess their quality and recommend further modifications to the way the data are 
collected. 



In the context of the growing importance of the tourism sector and increased demand from 
government and other stakeholders for information to measure the real impact of the sector on the 
economy and for effective public policies and business operations, the Central Statistics Office (CSO) 
in collaboration with the Ministry of Tourism, Leisure and External Communications has decided to 
set up a Tourism Satellite Account (TSA), as recommended by the World Tourism Organisation 
(WTO).  The TSA will provide: 
 
(i) Macroeconomic aggregates that describe the size and the economic contribution of tourism 

consistent with similar aggregates for the total economy, and for other productive economic 
activities; 

 
(ii) Detailed data on tourism consumption, and a description on how this demand is met by 

domestic supply and imports;  
 
(iii) Detailed production accounts of the tourism industries, including data on employment, linkages 

with other productive economic activities and gross fixed capital formation; and  
 
(iv) A link between economic data and non-monetary information on tourism, such as number of 

trips (or visits), duration of stay, purpose of trip, modes of transport etc. 
 
The services of Mr. J. Falconi, an international consultant in the field of tourism statistics has been 
made available to the CSO by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), to assist in the 
construction of the TSA and also to analyse and interpret the results. Mr. Falconi undertook a first 
mission to the CSO from 13 to 24 April 2009. Focus was mainly on the definition of guidelines for 
the elaboration of an experimental TSA and evaluation of the Mauritian tourism statistical system. By 
the end of the mission, the consultant made proposals on how to construct an experimental TSA for 
the year 2005, based mainly on the 2005 Supply and Use Table (SUT) and data from the 2006 Survey 
of Outgoing Tourists (SOT). This account is expected to be completed by August 2009. 
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Technical assistance on the elaboration of a Tourism Satellite Account  

Technical assistance for National Accounts   

The Central Statistics Office (CSO) invited applications for Consultancy Services under the Capacity 
Building Programme of the Ministry Of Finance and Economic Empowerment (MOFEE) to: 
 
(i) set up a computerized system for more effective, efficient and timely compilation of National 

Accounts using the ERETES software, while ensuring consistency and coherence of the 
statistics. 

 
(ii) develop methods for estimating regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP), according to    

recommendations of the UN System of National accounts of 1993. 
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The services of Mr. Matthew Powell, Senior Consultant in Economic Statistics and Statistical 
Systems from Oxford Policy Management Ltd have been retained for the project.  He was on a first 
mission  at  the  CSO  from 11 to 22 May 2009.  The  purpose of  the mission was to take  stock of the  
current National Accounts system, including data sources and current work procedures and also 
assess IT requirements. He also made a presentation on the ERETES software for staff concerned and 
started work to be done with respect to nomenclatures and sources of economic data to enable 
uploading on the ERETES system. This task will be continued by CSO staff until the next mission 
planned for August 2009. 

Preliminary discussions have also been held with National Accounts staff, regarding possible ways of 
deriving regional estimates of GDP and possible data sources to be used. Work will be continued 
during the next mission. 

Working Session with Mr. Matthew Powell, Senior Consultant in Economic Statistics and 
Statistical Systems, Oxford Policy Management Ltd 
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The United Nations Statistical Division (UNSD) organised a four-day workshop on manufacturing 
Statistics in Lusaka, Zambia from 4 to7 May 2009. The workshop was hosted by the Central 
Statistical Office of Zambia. 
 
The workshop was part of UNSD’s effort to increase capacity-building in the African region and to 
initiate a programme for the development and comparable manufacturing statistics for African 
countries. 
 
The workshop was led by Mr. Ralf Becker and Mr. Gulab Singh from UNSD, and Mr. Ackim Jere 
and Ms. Chishuvo Gunda from Southern African Development Community (SADC) Secretariat. The 
African continent was represented by the 22 members’ state of which Mauritius was represented by 
the officer-in-charge of the Industry Unit of the Central Statistics Office. Special mention should be 
made to Canada for its case study for the workshop and to Japan, representing the East Asia Expert 
Meeting on Manufacturing Statistics (EAMS). 
 
The objective of the workshop was to have an interactive discussion on manufacturing statistics in the 
African region. As a first step the workshop reviewed the state of manufacturing statistics in 
participating African countries including scope, definition, measurement and methodology for its 
compilation. The purpose of developing these international recommendations was to establish a 
coherent and uniform measurement of industrial activities for national and international 
dissemination. 
 
Each participant had to present his/her country profile and country practices in the collection and 
compilation of manufacturing statistics. Presentations were made by the International and Regional 
organisations (UNSD, United Nations Economic Commission for Africa-UNECA and SADC). 
 
In terms of International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC)  Rev.4, 
the scope of the industrial sector is defined to cover: 
(i) Mining and Quarrying (Section B); 
(ii) Manufacturing (Section C); 
(iii) Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply (Section D); and 
(iv) Sewerage, waste management and remediation activities (Section E). 
 
The scope of the economic activities has been broadened compared to the international 
recommendations of 1990 because the activities of sewerage, waste management and remediation 
have been added in line with the broadening of the scope of Section E in the ISIC Rev.4. 
 
It was agreed within the framework of the workshop to adopt the ISIC Rev.4 by 2012. UNSD data 
collection will be done yearly at 2 digit level and monthly at 1 digit level. Following discussion 
groups, a suggestive list of implementation issues for manufacturing statistics in the African region 
was drafted. This will be made available in the forthcoming meeting of Manufacturing Statistics. 
 

Workshop on Manufacturing Statistics for African Countries 
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The United Nations Statistical Division (UNSD) organised a four-day workshop on National 
Accounts in Windhoek, Namibia from 16 – 19 June 2009. The workshop was hosted by the Central 
Bureau of Statistics of Namibia.   
 
The workshop was part of UNSD’s effort to increase statistical capacity-building in the region and as 
such relates to the framework of the project “Strengthening statistical capacity building in support of 
progress   towards   the   Internationally   Agreed   Developments   Goals   in   the  Southern   African  
Development Community region”. 
 
The workshop was led by Mr. Herman Smith, Chief, National Accounts Section of UNSD and 
participants were from United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), African Development Bank (AFDB), South African Reserve Bank (SARB), 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) and SADC member states countries.  Mauritius 
was represented by one officer from the Quarterly National Accounts unit of the Central Statistics 
Office. 
 
The objective of the workshop was to have an interactive discussion on National Accounts issues 
brought about by the update of the System of National Accounts (SNA) and revision of the 
International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC).  Matters discussed included, timeliness, 
reliability of source data, benchmarking, rebasing, volume measures and back casting in view of the 
update. 
 
It is foreseen that these discussions will contribute in the formulation of a regional strategy to 
harmonise data collection, compilation and revision policies, quality standards and the extension of 
the scope and detail of the national accounts in the region.  
 
SADC member states participants made presentations on their country’s national accounts 
compilation and dissemination practices, with emphasis on sources and methods. Presentations were 
made by International and Regional organisations with emphasis on the following topics: 
(i) Main changes from the 1993 SNA to 2008 SNA 
(ii) Overview of the SNA 
(iii) The main challenges in the implementation of the SNA 
(iv) Implementation strategy for the 2008 SNA including ISIC Revision 4 
 
Following group discussions, a list of implementation issues was proposed for the implementation of 
the 2008 SNA in the SADC region. 

National Accounts Workshop for SADC Countries 

It was a good initiative to have on the same platform many African countries. Participants could learn 
of all difficulties existing in the collection and compilation of manufacturing statistics. Hopefully 
these discussions will contribute to a regional strategy in harmonising data collection, compilation 
and revision policies, quality standards, and the extension of scope and detail of the manufacturing 
statistics in the African region. 



International trade and investment in services are an increasingly important part of global commerce. 
Advances in information and telecommunication technologies have expanded the scope of services 
that can be traded cross-border. More and more people are travelling abroad to consume tourism, 
education and medical services, and to supply services ranging from construction to software 
development. Trade and foreign direct investment (FDI) in services have grown faster than in goods 
over the past decade and a half. 
 
Following the entry into force of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), there has 
been an increasing demand for detailed, relevant and internationally comparable statistical 
information on trade in services. Trade negotiators require statistics, possibly by mode of supply, as a 
guide to negotiate specific commitments and to monitor their economic impact for each type of 
service.  
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Opening of Workshop by Dr. Gianni ZANINI (right), Lead Economist from World Bank 
Institute and Mr. Wamkele MENE (left), Director of the Department of Trade and 

Industry of South Africa  

Workshop on Improving Statistics on International Trade in Services  

This workshop was jointly organised by the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) of South Africa, 
World Bank Institute (WBI), World Bank Research Department and World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) from 15 to 16 June 2009 in Durban, South Africa. The main objectives of the workshop were 
to: 
(i) give an introduction (awareness) to Trade in Services Statistics to statisticians, economists and  
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 trade negotiators of countries which are not compiling them; 
(ii) improve current system of data collection for countries compiling Trade in Services Statistics; 

and 
(iii)    learn and share knowledge from country experiences. 
 
Twenty-two participants attended this workshop and Mauritius was represented by one statistician 
from the Central Statistics Office and one analyst from the Bank of Mauritius. The international 
resource persons for the workshop were Dr. Gianni ZANINI and Dr. Aaditya MATTOO from WBI, 
Mr. Joscelyn from WTO, Ms. Jennifer KONCZ from US Bureau of Economic Analysis (USBEA), 
Ms. Karen McGUIGAN  from Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) and Mr. Juan EDUARDO from 
Chilean Central Bank. 
 
Trade in Services is not just trade in the conventional sense – where a product is produced in one 
country and sold to consumers in another country – but it is also the whole range of international 
transactions, including foreign investment and international movement of people, as consumers or 
providers of services. The range of the services covered by the WTO GATS is: 
(i) Business services  (vii) Financial services 
(ii) Communication services (viii) Health-related and social services 
(iii) Construction services  (ix) Tourism and travel-related services 
(iv) Distribution services  (x) Recreational, cultural, and sporting services 
(v) Educational services  (xi) Transport services 
(vi) Environment services  (xii) Other services not elsewhere included 
 
How are services traded? Distinction can be made between services that necessarily require 
physical proximity between the user and the provider and those that do not. For many services – 
whose number is growing with the development of electronic means of delivery – proximity is not 
necessary though it may enhance the quality of the service. A variety of financial, entertainment, 
information and communication services can be produced in one country and delivered, either 
electronically or stored in some medium (paper, disk, cassette), to consumers in another country.  
 
A number of services, however, require proximity between the consumer and producer, one of whom 
must move to make an international transaction possible. Such services include: construction 
services, where the supplier moves to the location of the supplier; and hair cuts or surgical operations, 
where either the supplier or the consumer moves. The movement of the supplier could involve the 
flow of capital, i.e. FDI, labour or both. 
 
Four modes of supply: As stressed in GATS, international trade in services can take place through 4 
modes of supply as follows: 
(i) Mode 1 - Cross-border: services supplied from the territory of one country into the territory of  
 another (only the service crosses the border).  
(ii) Mode 2 - Consumption abroad: services supplied in the territory of one country to the 

consumers of another.  
(iii) Mode 3 - Commercial presence (FDI): services supplied through any type of business or 

professional establishment of one country in the territory of another.  



(iv) Mode 4 - Presence of natural persons (labour movement): services supplied by nationals of 
one country in the territory of another. This mode includes both independent service suppliers 
and employees of the services supplier of another country.  

 
The Manual on Statistics of International Trade in Services (MSITS), also known as the Yellow 
Book, provides guidelines and recommendations on how to use and develop sources to measure trade 
in services. It expands the definition of international trade in services by recommending the 
measurement of services supplied by foreign affiliates, within the new framework of Foreign 
Affiliates Trade in Services (FATS) statistics. The guidelines of MSITS – once implemented by a 
large  number  of  countries – will provide statisticians, economists and trade negotiators with data on  
trade in services that would enable more pertinent statistical and economic analyses and improved 
information for negotiations. There is also a handbook called “A Handbook of International Trade in 
Services”, published in 2002, which provides a comprehensive introduction to the subject. 
 
FATS statistics are an important analytical tool to understand the phenomenon of international 
operations, and to monitor the performance of the foreign affiliates through which they are 
conducted. MSITS suggests compiling the following economic variables as measures of foreign 
affiliate activity: 
(i) sales (turnover) and/or output 
(ii) employment 
(iii) value added 
(iv) exports and imports of goods and services 
(v) number of enterprises 
(vi) other variables 
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The Southern African Development Community (SADC) in collaboration with the European Union 
(UN) organised a Training of Trainers workshop on the Advanced (Post Graduate) Diploma in 
Official Statistics for SADC Member States in Gaborone from 25-29 May 2009. This workshop is a 
follow-up of the two workshops held in Zanzibar in May 2007 and in Johannesburg in November 
2007.  
 
The workshop was officially opened by Mr. Ackim Jere from the SADC Secretariat. In his opening 
speech, Mr. Jere mentioned that under the auspices of the SADC Regional Statistical Training 
Project, two sets of training materials have been developed; the first one was the Regional Model 
syllabus for a Basic Course in Statistics prepared by the University of Reading for sub-professional 
staff within National Statistical Systems of SADC Member States and the second one was the 
standardised training materials developed by the ICON INSTITUT Public Sector GmbH (Germany) 
for the Programme of Short Courses and Seminars targeted at management and professional staff 
working within National Statistical Systems of SADC countries. The main focus of the workshop was 
on the presentation of the standardised training materials and whether one would acquire a SADC 
Advanced (Post Graduate) Diploma in Official Statistics after following these short courses is still 
under study.  

Training of Trainers Workshop on the Advanced (Post Graduate) Diploma in Official Statistics 
for SADC countries 






























