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Ladies and Gentlemen
Let me at the very outset convey a warm welcome to all the participants from overseas. It is indeed a great pleasure to address you on the occasion of the First General Assembly of the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF). 

The over-arching theme of the meeting, “The International and Domestic Aspects of Tax Fraud, Evasion and Avoidance” is very daunting and it is extremely important for operators as well as policy makers to get a firm hold on the way things are evolving in the area of international taxation, both globally and within the region.
Taxation plays a pivotal role in helping countries meet their development goals.  Governments look to tax to finance their social and physical infrastructural needs, to provide a stable and predictable fiscal environment to promote growth and to ensure that the wealth created is fairly shared.  Taxation also plays a key role in shaping the environment in which international trade, direct and portfolio investments take place.  
Thus certainty and consistency of tax treatment, Double Taxation Agreements, and efficient and transparent administration are all important considerations for business. I am made to understand that since its creation in 2009, African Tax Administration Forum strives to provide a platform to improve the performance of tax administration in Africa by promoting efficient and effective tax administrations on the continent. This mission is inspiring, as the strengthening and enhancement of professionalism in African Tax administrations will improve the mobilization of domestic resource for economic development. 
Combating tax evasion and avoidance is an ongoing fight and cooperation between tax administrations, authorities and international stakeholders will give a boost to this quest. I do believe that innovation and the implementation of best practices in African revenue administrations will lead to an improvement of good governance, transparency and accountability among tax administrators, thus allowing Africa to influence the global dialogue on tax issues.
Indeed, with increasing cross border investments and transactions, taxpayers are generating more of their income abroad and are transferring more money across country borders.  As a result, the importance of exchanging information has increased in order to levy accurate tax assessments and fight corruption, money laundering and terrorist financing.  
In that connection, Mauritius is revisiting its legislative and institutional framework to reinforce financial supervision and strengthen the regime to fight terrorist financing, money laundering and other financial crime. The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank all recognise that Mauritius is an international financial services centre of substance and integrity. Mauritius is complying with internationally accepted norms, standards and codes of conduct.

In Mauritius, the maximum income tax rate has been brought down to 15 percent. Today the rate of tax on corporate and personal income as well as the VAT rate is 15 percent. The tax system in Mauritius has been continuously simplified and the role of tax administration has been strengthened with the merger of the former revenue departments into the Mauritius Revenue Authority (MRA).  Now in its fifth year of operation, the MRA has gained its cruising speed and is aiming at enhancing revenue collection while promoting its vision of becoming a world class revenue administration. 
On the International front, Mauritius has always been an active partner of the OECD in the field of taxation.  Mauritius was among the 11 non-OECD countries that formed part of the Global Forum Working Group on Exchange of Information on Tax Matters.  We have also joined the OECD Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes and we form part of the Global Forum Peer Review Group, representing the African continent along with South Africa. 
Similarly, the opportunities present in Africa have to be capitalised on. The Mauritian gateway to Africa is large and wide open. As the most business-and-investor friendly destination in Africa and a proven, stable and internationally recognized investment platform, Mauritius indeed has a significant role to play in the economic development of the region. We are an active member of the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) which groups 19 countries and of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) which groups 15 countries. 
To this, you can add the East-African Community (EAC) which is now getting integrated into a bigger Tripartite Cooperation.  These partnerships allow direct access to a market with over 600 million consumers.  Mauritius also has a large network of Double Taxation Agreements with 36 countries out of which 14 DTAs are with African States. 

In view of the important inter-linkages between our own economic growth and the development of the region, outward regional investment policy has become part and parcel of our growth strategy.  We are therefore creating the necessary architecture for a successful outward investment strategy. 
This is supported by our initiatives for stronger cooperation with Governments in the region, for instance to set up Special Economic Zones. With a growing number of Investment Promotion Agencies from the SADC, COMESA and generally in Africa, we are convinced that outward investments from Mauritius, hand-in-hand with international partners, will create a substantial boost to investment that will also benefit considerably our regional partners. 
Let me also stress here that regional integration is gaining an even greater prominence in our growth strategy as we have to rebalance growth. We believe that an unprecedented era of opportunities is unfolding in Africa.  Several Mauritian enterprises in various industries are already taking advantage of these new opportunities. Our textiles manufacturers are finding new markets in the region.  And we have not seen the peak of the opportunities yet.  In that sense, I wish to congratulate the ATAF for ensuring greater synergy and cooperation in capacity development among its stakeholders to better support African tax Administrations in achieving their strategic objectives. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
However, I wish to say that the remoteness of Mauritius did not shield it from the impact of the global financial and economic crisis. True it is that Mauritius posted remarkable resilience during the turmoil and our economic fundamentals remained strong. Yet the globalised world in which we operate has vividly demonstrated that what happens in Japan will have its ripple effects on a small open economy like Mauritius and that the difficulties in Europe reaches our shores much quicker than we could believe. 
Our policies and strategies therefore need to be constantly monitored and improved to face global challenges. It becomes apparent that an Africa-wide approach to key issues of high-level dialogue, research and capacity development is fundamental in this complex and crucial area for economic development. 
Let me conclude by saying that adapting to change at the global and regional level has always been a mainstay of our development policies.  As a small player on the international market, we believe in responding fast and effectively to new developments. We are very pleased that ATAF has chosen Mauritius to hold its first General Assembly and we look forward to the policy implications that may come out of your deliberations. 

I thank you very much for your attention. I wish you all a very pleasant stay in our country and of course a fruitful and successful meeting.

