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Speech by Dr. the Hon. Vasant K Bunwaree,

Minister of Education and Human Resources

on the opening of the Seminar on

“Teaching/ learning of Asian Languages in Secondary Schools the way Forward”

at MGI  -  4  August 2011
(NOTE: Due to some late unforeseen circumstances, Minister was unable to attend and has been replaced by Perm Sec Mr. Gunness)
Mr Ravin Dwarka. Chairman MGI and RTI Council,

Mrs Koonjal, Director 

Staff of the MGI and RTI
Representatives of all the MGSS and the Gandhian Basic School,

Distinguished Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen

Dear Educators,


I am very pleased to be in your midst this morning on the occasion of the opening of the 2 day Seminar cum workshop on the “teaching of Asian languages in secondary schools: the way forward” organized by the school of Indian studies and the Language Resources centre of the MGI.

This initiative is opportune as it comes at a time when the Ministry of Education & Human Resources is embarking on a number of reforms including a review of the curricula of all education subsectors for increased relevance. 
You are no doubt aware that for the first time a curriculum framework for the Secondary has been formulated with a view to bringing about qualitative improvement in the teaching and learning process , value, education and the development of further skills and competencies in  all fields including Hindi , Urdu, Tamil, Telegu/Marathi, Mandarin as well as Arabic.

The mosaic of Languages is one of the richest treasures we have in Mauritius and revisiting teaching/learning of Asian languages to devise modern approaches to our ancestral and cultural languages in fact paves the way to fulfill the call of modern times.  
The objectives of this Seminar- cum Workshop which are to 
· To create a common platform for interaction among Asian Language Educators (secondary) irrespective of their linguistic groups;
· To equip Asian Language Educators (secondary) with appropriate skills to be more effective; and 
· To come up with new teaching/ learning strategies
are therefore very much in line with the philosophy to evaluate our programmes and bring innovations in the light of the demands of an increasingly globalised world  and in line with changing educational landscapes  .


Government has always promoted ancestral languages and has recognized the role which Asian languages have played in the emancipation of our people and the development of our society. 

In the same spirit, Government is also committed to the promotion of multi lingualism and intercultural dialogue in Mauritius.  Our strength will continue to reside in our sincere effort to allow multilingualism and multiculturism to flourish. 


 Due recognition has  therefore been given to mother tongues in the education process in line with UNESCO’S advocacy to support mother tongue instruction and bilingual/multilingual education to improve the quality of education,  and to promote cultural and linguistic diversity.


As you are aware, for the first time in history, Kreol Morisien will be introduced in Std I in primary schools as from January 2012. 

In the same vein, recognition will also be given to Bhojpuri which will be integrated in the Hindi curriculum for the primary. In regard to the secondary sector, consideration is being given for the introduction of Bhojpuri at lower secondary level (Form I –III) with Bhojpuri component being integrated within the Hindi curriculum as in the case of the primary level. 
With regard to Upper Secondary level, students who choose to pursue studies in Bhojpuri up to Form V or HSC will be allowed to do so and the possibility for recognized Examination Bodies to conduct examinations in the subjects will be explored. I would like here to express my sincere appreciation to the High Level Technical Committee under the chair of the MGI for the remarkable work undertaken by them in the context of the introduction of Bhojpuri in schools. 
The MGI will no doubt be called upon to continue to play a leading role in future, specially in regard to writing and validation of the new Bhojpuri textbooks to be studied at different levels.

It is interesting to note that the number of students taking Asian Languages at School Certificate and Higher School certificate levels has been steadily growing over the last years. A total of 2927 candidates sat for Asian Languages at SC in 2010 with 2263 students taking Hindi and 411 taking Urdu. The percentage of pass ranged from 79% to 97%. With regard to HSC, out of a total of 707 candidates, 524 were for Hindi, 114 for Urdu, 39 for Tamil, 13 for Telegu, 13 for Marathi and 4 for Chinese. The percentage of pass ranged from 94% to 100 %. This is most encouraging and I am given to understand that the performance of the MGI, the RTI and the MGSS are very good.

It is good to recall the crucial role played by the MGI since its establishment in1970 in the provision of both academic and cultural knowledge within the multi-cultural and pluri-lingual Mauritian society. The Institute has moved along a long way over the years and now in collaboration with other Academic and Tertiary Education Institutes, it offers programmes ranging from Diploma, Bachelor’s Degree, PGCE, Master’s Degree up to M.Phil and PhD in various subjects. The Tertiary Sector of MGI offers specialized knowledge in Indian Studies, Performing Arts, Fine Arts, Indological Studies and Mauritian and Area Studies. 

The various Schools of MGI provide a sound academic and cultural base for the preservation and promotion of cultural tradition through the existing languages on the MGI Campus namely Hindi, Marathi, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Chinese, Sanskrit, Bhojpuri, English and French.


I understand that   the Languages Resource Centre was set up in August 2006 following a Memorandum of Understanding signed between the MGI and the Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL), Mysore, India in April 2005 and the Government of India, through the CIIL, has sanctioned a grant for the promotion of Indian Languages and culture through the Language Resources Centre.


I am pleased to take cognizance of the fact that the Mahatma Gandhi Institute and CIIL have agreed to enter into a collaborative academic programme in a number of areas of mutual interest including Second/Foreign Language Teaching/Learning, Teacher Education and Course Development, Language Evaluation etc.  The programme will focus on teaching of all spoken and written languages of India under operation at MGI and about their Literature, Society and Culture. 

This programme is also expected to propagate the cause of Indian Languages at the International level and especially among the Indian Diaspora One of the main objectives of the Language Resources Centre is precisely  to “respond to the needs of policymakers, planners, public sector practitioners, trainers, professionals, researchers and translators”.


I note that this 2-Day Seminar-cum-Workshop will regroup representatives from the 7 MGI & RTI Secondary schools namely:-

The Mahatma Gandhi Institute National  School, Moka (MGI National School), Mahatma Gandhi Secondary School Solferino (MGSS Solferino), Rabindranath Tagore Secondary School, Ilot (RTSS), Mahatma Gandhi Secondary School, Moka (MGSS Moka), Mahatma Gandhi Secondary School Nouvelle France (MGSS Nouvelle France), Mahatma Gandhi Secondary School Flacq (MGSS 
Flacq) and the Gandhian Basic School, Moka (GBS).  


I am informed that the MGI is planning to organize another Conference on similar issues at a National Level to be conducted by experts locally and Resource Persons from abroad. I can assure you of my full support in this endeavour.
I believe that the reforms in Education have further increased the responsibilities of the MGI Secondary Schools. The School Certificate and Higher School Certificate results of 2010 including four laureates give a proof of the good performance of the MGI and RTI Secondary Schools. 

I would like to commend the MGI for organizing this Seminar and would look forward to receiving the findings and recommendations.

I wish you fruitful deliberations and I have now the pleasure to declare open, the 2 day Seminar cum workshop on the “teaching of Asian languages in secondary schools.”

Thank you.
