                                       Speech of the Honorable Minister

           On the occasion of the Award ceremony on Thursday 03.11.11

Good-morning and a warm welcome to all.
After a long rest, it’s good to start the day with a pleasant activity. In fact, we have assembled here this morning to participate in a twin function to reward two groups of students:

(i) The winners of the poster competition organized in the context of the international year of chemistry;

(ii) To hand over the air tickets to the four best delegates who will represent our island in the Amity International MUN conference in India.

As you are aware, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed the year 2011 as the International Year of Chemistry and has placed UNESCO and the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry at the helm of the event. 
The International Year of Chemistry aims to:

· Improve the understanding and appreciation of Chemistry in public

· Promote the role of chemistry in providing solutions to global challenges  

· Capacity building by engaging young people with scientific disciplines, specially scientific method of analysis developed by hypothesis, experiment, analysis and conclusions.
In this specific International Year, the achievements of chemistry and its contribution to the well-being of humanity are being celebrated everywhere in the world within the framework of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development 2005-2014. The Chemistry Departments in all schools have also organized various activities during the course of the year, including the poster competition for students of Form IV.
I am glad to note that schools from all the Zones, state and private, participated in the competition. The jurors certainly had a tough task in selecting the three best posters. I seize this opportunity to thank the three jurors namely: Mrs Luckheenarain from the Fine Arts Department of MGI, Mr Jeetoo from MIE and Mr Dowlut the Art Supervisor from our Ministry, for their valuable contribution. 

I also congratulate the three winners of today namely: 


- Emilie Davantin from Belle Rose SSS who has won a cash prize of Rs 5000-


- Andrianina Mbola Stephania from L.S. Ramgoolam SSS who has won a cash prize of Rs 3000-


- Adacen Brayen from Patten College who wins a cash prize of Rs 2000-

I am pleased to note that students` interest in science is growing day by day. It has become very important to focus more attention on the science subjects if we really want to save our planet. Man, in his greed to accumulate wealth is devastating the environment resulting in all sorts of calamities. Time has come to shore up a well-educated intelligentsia that can come up with innovations and carry out research and development to satisfy the ever growing demand of the present society without affecting the livelihood of the future generation. 

I am convinced that acquiring scientific knowledge is becoming very crucial if we really want the welfare of human kind and if we want our society to be happy, prosperous and peaceful.

Through your poster, young friends, you have brought your contribution to this endeavour.  Thank you for that and congratulations again.
Ladies and gentleman, we also have among us today, four fortunate students who have been selected to represent Mauritius in an International MUN conference in India.

As you all know, MUN conference is being organized annually involving all secondary schools, state and private, having Lower VI classes. 

I consider the organization of this activity as very important as it is a platform offered to students to develop various skills and competencies, to learn about diplomacy and international relations, to investigate, deliberate and find plausible solutions to challenging world issues.  While being involved in such activities they are also able to frame their character and gain in maturity all of which are essential when they are going to join the tertiary and professional sectors sooner or later. 

The students having been equipped with such qualities of thinking and having been trained to act responsibly and globally, you will agree with me that further avenues will have to be opened to them to enable them to also excel on an international level. This is why I felt the tradition of sending a delegation to attend an International MUN conference should be revived and it has so been revived since last year.

I am glad to note that following the 15th MUN conference at MGI, sixteen best delegates were designated and after an interview exercise at the level of the Ministry, four of the best delegates have been selected to participate in the Amity International MUN conference in India. I have been informed that all formalities regarding bookings, visa, registration and accommodation have been completed.

I take this opportunity to congratulate the four selected participants namely:

· Sandeep Bhukory of St Esprit College

· Deeshay Heeramun of RCC

· Ridge Bhugeloo of St Andrews College
· Veeneshwary Choytun of Forest Side (Girls) SSS

Let us give them a big hand.

Let me inform you and your parents that I have requested one of my officers, the MUN coordinator, Mr Mohabuth, to accompany you to the conference. He will be of great assistance to you, I am sure.
Dear Delegates, you have to bear in mind that, in a way, you are the Ambassadors of our country to that conference. Your behavior and performance will reflect on the reputation of Mauritius. From feedback I have obtained, students have been exemplary in the last MUN conference and they have shown a high standard of attainment in parliamentary procedures and in the use of diplomacy. I am confident that you will maintain the same discipline and hard work and you will be a role model to the other countries being represented.
I also wish that you seize this golden opportunity to meet participants from different part of the world, establish contacts, live as one MUN family and make ever lasting friendship. 
You will have the chance to live in a different environment. You may find a different form of organization and perhaps you may have to face different challenges. Consider them as opportunities to learn more. This will enable you to come up with new ideas to bring further improvement to the way we organize our MUN. Hopefully it may stimulate our interest in the organization of an International MUN conference in Mauritius in the coming years.

I wish you Bon Courage and the best of luck in this new endeavor and I am sure you will display your best qualities and be to the level of our expectation and also be respectful of all protocol.

Have a nice trip, a joyful time and a fruitful conference. 

Congratulations again to all of you.   

Thank you.
 

