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Ladies and Gentlemen,

I thank the President and Members of the Brindaban Multipurpose Educational Association for associating me with the inauguration of their Digital Multi-Media Language Laboratory.

I wish to commend them for their excellent and laudable initiative in developing such a project which I am convinced will go a long way in achieving their objective of responding to the educational needs of the children of the locality as well as those in the vicinity in the field of ICT.

I must stress that the project is in line with the overall vision of my Ministry that education is an essential part for sustained growth and development, and ICT plays a crucial role in supporting the teaching and learning processes of our children, both within and outside the classrooms.
We all know that ICT has permeated every aspect of our life, be it through the use of Mobile Telephones, E-mails and the Internet.
Our country is now increasingly characterized by the emergence of a knowledge-based society where ICT is playing a pivotal role.  
Against this background, the contribution of ICT in our school education system in terms of imparting instruction, collaborative learning, multi-disciplinary problem solving and development of critical thinking skills cannot be over- emphasized. 
It is thus incumbent upon us to prepare our children for life in a knowledge and technology-driven society. 
The advent of ICT and the internet has brought an added dimension to our sustained effort to harness our education system for the benefit of our people in general, and our children, in particular.
The use of ICT in the delivery of education is now seen as dispensing many kinds of learning at lower cost and with high quality compared to the traditional methods of teaching.
The development of ICT is enabling the teaching of difficult and, even abstract subjects with the right digital instruction materials and without stress or compulsion.

Access to ICT and ICT – supported educational experiences potentially offers our school children valuable opportunities to learn new skills and new competencies. 
It should however, be borne in mind that the integration of computers and technology into school is a relatively expensive and sometimes complex process.
It requires all the necessary resources, equipment, competent and trained staff to get it up and running as well as teaching children how to use ICT correctly and effectively. 
However, teaching our children about the use of technology is not relevant if there are no meaningful contexts created for them in which to use these technological facilities. 
This is why the challenge of building up a good ICT infrastructure becomes so crucial.
The advantages of ICT are evident, and the benefits that it can bring to our schools and to our pupils are significant enough to make of the introduction of technology into the classroom one of our priorities.

The Government of Mauritius, through the Ministry of Education and Human Resource is, since 2006, investing massively to finance the introduction and expansion of ICT in all our schools in Mauritius. 
My Ministry realizes the enormous potential and the added value of ICT for our education sector.

Indeed, since 2006, my Ministry has obligated over Rs200m for the provision of the proper ICT infrastructure and facilities in the primary schools through the conversion of normal classroom into ICT labs and the provision of ICT equipment.

All primary schools have now been equipped with an ICT room with at least 10 PC’s, 2 printers and one scanner. 
Schools that have a larger population have been provided with more than 10 pc’s each  In the same breath, one laptop and one projector have provided to each school to enhance teaching and learning.
In line with the vision of my Ministry to ensure that all our children have equitable access to quality education, all the 27 ZEP schools have also been provided with internet facilities. 
It is also befitting to mention that ICT is now being taught in our Primary schools right from Standard I. 
Also, internet facilities have already been provided to all the Primary schools in Mauritius.

Rodrigues has not been neglected.  Most of the schools in Rodrigues are now equipped with an ICT Lab with internet access. 
It is envisaged that by next year all the schools in Rodrigues would be fully integrated in the internet access system.  

Furthermore, ICT is being conceptualized as a facilitator of our education reform and transformation agenda.  This process is naturally entailing major changes at the school level as well as at classroom level. 
Such a novel approach to Education cannot be achieved without ensuring that the staff is properly trained in the use of the new equipment and pedagogical tools.

My Ministry has set up, in this respect, a Learning Factory at the Mauritius Institute of Education to focus on the creation of original pedagogical materials.

This is a crucial step in ensuring that our pedagogical materials are locally contextualised and meaningful.  Our teachers are currently making the most of the training that has been imparted to them during year 2011.  Further training sessions in the use of ICT in Education are planned for the year 2012.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
ICT in our school which appeared a distant dream a few years ago has now become a reality, especially, with the introduction of the Sankoré project.
The Sankoré project which is being sponsored by the French Government is an ambitious one which aims at providing greater empowerment to teachers introducing teaching and learning modes through technological means. 
It involves equipping all schools with interactive equipment as well as the production of soft educational materials that opens up the possibility for both textbooks to become available in electronic format, and makes possible an infinite variety of pedagogical products, both for teachers and students.
The project has been successfully launched in our schools in Mauritius and Rodrigues. 
It will be introduced in Agalega very soon. 
The Sankoré project no doubt heralds a new era in the vision of my Ministry to digitize the education system in Mauritius.

The digital revolution being contemplated for the education sector also includes the implementation of another ambitious project, namely, the School Administration and Management System, the main objective of which is to enhance the administrative capability of my Ministry.
The System will thus facilitate the availability of real time information at all levels in order to ensure an effective use of the resources in the education sector.

Furthermore, my Ministry is currently in the process of preparing an E-Education Plan that will chart the way for the improvement of our education system through the increasing use of ICT, while promoting administrative and managerial excellence, enhancing teaching and learning in schools through the use of latest technologies.  
At the same time, the Plan will strive to promote community interaction with the setting up of an ICT platform bringing together all the stakeholders of the education sector 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I am fully convinced that community participation is crucial in the adoption and implementation of ICT in education. 
The community is in fact a key player in making learning happen. 
In this regard, building the capacity of the community is also a sine qua non in our education development strategy. 
Similarly, the teachers also play an important role because introducing computers in schools is a complex process and a complex innovation always poses a considerable challenge to our teachers in their daily work

Through the training that is being provided to them by the MIE, our teachers proficient enough in advising and guiding our students while at the same time monitoring their learning and standards. 
And here, I wish to place on record the enthusiasm and eagerness displayed by our teachers to the introduction of ICT in our education system.

I also wish to recognize the unflinching support and contribution of the NGO’s, and one such example is indeed, the Brindaban Multi-Purpose Educational Association, in promoting, in spite of their limited means, ICT among our children.
I wish to re-assure the President and Members of the Association and all other NGO’s, of my continuous support in their endeavour.
With these words, I thank you again for inviting me this morning for the inauguration of this Digital Multi-Media Language Laboratory. 
I wish you good luck and plenty of success.
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