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Speech of Dr. the Hon. Vasant K. Bunwaree

Minister of Education and Human Resource
Opening Ceremony for A Training course on Energy Auditing
of non-residential buildings in Mauritius
Lecture Theatre, MITD House, Phoenix
Wednesday 10 August 2011

Dr the Hon. A. R. Beebeejaun, Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Energy and Public Utilities
Mr. Ashvin Ramdin, Chairperson of the MITD

Mr. Roland Dubois, Director of the MITD
Representative of the United Nations Development Programme

Distinguished guests

Ladies and Gentlemen


I am very pleased to be in your midst today on the occasion of the opening of the Training Course organized by the MITD on “Energy Auditing of Non- Residential Buildings in Mauritius”. I would like to thank the Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Energy and Public Utilities   for his presence amongst us this morning. 

As you are aware, the conservation of energy is one of the topmost priorities of the government.  This training course on Energy Auditing for non-residential buildings is a positive move in gearing our country towards the Maurice Ile Durable concept. Ensuring energy efficiency is one of the ways to reduce the amount of energy required for our needs.

According to the International Energy Agency, improved energy efficiency in buildings, industrial processes and transportation could reduce the world's energy needs in 2050 by one third, and help control global emissions of greenhouse gases.  It is a fact that Solar and Wind energy is now being increasingly used in urban and rural areas both by corporations and private individuals.  Governments worldwide are according high priority to these technologies.
Sensitizing stakeholders and promoting energy audits are essential, if we want to adopt the green energy concept in our effort to achieve “sustainable energy”.

The MITD which has always been at the forefront of training and development has therefore taken up this challenge by mounting this training course.  
It must be pointed out that an Energy Audit is an inspection for energy conservation in a building.  It is a process or system to reduce the amount of energy input into the system without negatively affecting the output.  It is a major means of saving for firms, as this audit helps to identify loopholes in the energy efficiency process of the building being surveyed.

I am  pleased to note that this audit will be carried out at the MITD House, which is  a building housing the various services of the ministry of Education and Human Resources. It will focus on measures aimed at  reducing energy consumption while maintaining or improving human comfort, health and safety. 
It should be pointed out that beyond simply identifying the sources of energy use, an energy audit seeks to prioritize energy use, for energy savings.  

Audit is required to gather all the details of the loopholes in the workplace that lead to energy leakage and to identify the most efficient and cost-effective energy conservation opportunities or measures.  This means:

(i) ensuring a more efficient use of existing installations; and

(ii) partial or global replacement thereof.   

Such measures as replacement of existing installations, will undoubtedly have financial implications.  I personally believe that focus must be placed on more efficient use rather than replacement and if replacement is essential, it must be towards renewable energy.  An energy audit will help us identify the amount and the kind of energy that leaves our workplace.  

While I consider that, in existing buildings, focus should be on efficient use of existing facilities, in new buildings, focus must be on maximum use of renewable energy and green design. 

In this line of thinking we, at the level of the Ministry of Education and Human Resources, are trying to ensure that in future, our new school buildings are designed accordingly.


It is clear that measures such as installing insulation in the roof or walls of the building; replacing incandescent lights by high-tech compact fluorescent lamps and switching from old and inefficient appliances like heater, air-conditioners, computers etc to those with new and modern versions will definitely help to save more energy and thus enable us to cut down on recurrent expenses.

I have also been made to understand that the MITD will be the training provider for Energy Auditors. In my capacity of Minister of Education and Human Resources, I have always given my full support to such type of initiatives and I especially favour the collaborative approach among different Ministries and institutions. 


I further believe that such audits should eventually reach residential buildings as well but may be the approach should be simpler.  This will eventually help the population to become energy-conscious and at the same time help householders to save money whilst paying due regard to protection of the environment.

I also wish to thank the MITD for its effort to promote green technology. 
The MITD will be the first organization to become grid-tie with the Photovoltaic Panels that have been installed already since in the Knowledge Based Training Centre at Nicolay Road, Port Louis and which I had the pleasure of visiting.  The connection with the grid of CEB is in process.  Two new Photovoltaic installations will be operational soon at Ebène …  one will be grid-tied and one will be stand alone with battery. Some of our schools have also been identified for installation of such facilities in the near future.

The objectives of this investment are two-fold: first is to train technicians in green technology and second to becoming ourselves more energy efficient thus helping to reduce our energy bills.  I have the pleasure to announce that the MITD will very soon embark in a very futuristic project at Ville-Noire, Mahebourg, where a totally green training centre will be set up. 
Ladies and gentlemen,


We must bear in mind that an energy audit will be meaningful only if we adhere to recommendations of experts.  If we do not make the changes, the efforts made to evaluate the energy functionality of the place are essentially of no use.  
We must hence develop an energy-conscience which will eventually make us achieve the wonderful win-win situation of, on the one hand helping to reduce expenditures and on the other, make our world, a greener and safer place to live in.
The coming generation will certainly thank us for that.
I thank you for your attention and wish you very well indeed.
