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· Mrs Leyla Tegmo-Reddy, UNDP Resident Coordinator 

· Members of the Diplomatic Corp
· Mr. P. Ramlugun, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education & Human Resources
· MUN Coordinators, Secretary General and all delegates

· Distinguished guests

· Ladies & Gentlemen


It is indeed a great honour and privilege for me to be amongst you again for the closing ceremony of the 15th MUN Conference 2011.


I have been keeping abreast of the proceedings of your debates over the last 3 days and I must say I have been really impressed by the simplicity but also by the seriousness in your preparation and interventions.  From feedback I obtained, I know that the deliberations, the observance of courteous UN procedures and the use of diplomacy during these 3 days were all of high standard.

I must accordingly congratulate all of you for that and I think you all deserve a round of applause.
I also congratulate the Secretary General, the Deputy Secretary General and their devoted team, all the Chairpersons, the secretaries, the security officers, the members of the press and all delegates for the good level of the conference, for maintaining proper discipline and for the smooth running of all the activities during the conference.  I thank you and congratulate you for this splendid work.  I do hope this will leave a trail for the coming generation of ‘Munners’ to follow.

Dear Delegates,


You have voted many important resolutions in the General Assembly and I am sure you have established a link between the resolutions you have voted and the pledge you have taken.  This conference is coming to an end, but your work really starts now to realize the dream you have set, that is, to pave the way for a better tomorrow.
A herculean work is awaiting you.  The World cannot be changed in a day.  Changing the mindset and habits of the present generation is not an easy task.  A lot of perseverance and determination will be needed to achieve your goal.


You are the leaders of tomorrow and, as such, I know you have the determination and willingness to assume your responsibility to implement, as far as possible, what you have recommended in your resolutions.


As importantly, over the last few days, you will have realized, albeit through a make - believe and simulation exercise, the inner workings of international diplomacy. 
The cut and thrust of debate over controversial issues, the pointed, focused and vehement manner in which resolutions are fought for - or combated! - the struggle to come to terms with contentious issues - all these will have demonstrated to you, one of the cardinal virtues of global diplomacy. Compromise has to be raised to the point of becoming an art.


Indeed, the future of the world, the better tomorrow, the architects of which you wish to be, demands, that any form of extremism has to give way to acceptance of another perspective in seeing things. No one, not the single individual, not the single State, no one really has the monopoly of knowledge or wisdom. 
We may be deeply swayed by what others around us have to say, but we must also have the clear-sightedness to separate the wheat from the chaff, the real from the apparent, the important from the urgent, and, especially, the substantial from the non-substantial.

This is where the notion of compromise comes in - because it demands a degree of openness of the mind to see things from all perspective. Truth, dear Delegates, is many-sided.  
This is also where Education comes in. It has to provide the platform on which the learners go beyond the narrow focus of examinations and see the issues on the global agenda. This broadmindedness is necessary because all the international preoccupations have a way of impacting on us, even here in Mauritius. 
The Model United Nations is one instrument that satisfies this pre-requisite - and it is my firm intention that all our students intellectually move beyond the geographical insularity that characterizes our country. 

My dear students,

You have pledged to pave the way for a better tomorrow. But pledging is one thing; making it happen is another. But it can be done. This can happen and will happen by small actions from each one of us.

First and foremost, we must have a well-disciplined society.  Singapore emerged as a prosperous country mainly due to good observance of discipline.  You can start, as rightly requested by the MUN Co-coordinator in the Opening ceremony, by being role models to your friends and by adopting a well disciplined life.  The disciplined students will become role models for the society and eventually we can expect to have a disciplined nation and even a disciplined World.

And let us not forget that, as future decision- makers, you need to take civil society on board in all your future ventures. Too often, there has been a disconnect between policy shapers and those who are directly on the field, operating at the grassroots level. These have an important contribution to make in making the world a better, safer and more livable world.

We must also have a well-educated intelligentsia that can come up with innovations and carry out research and development to satisfy the ever-growing demand without adversely affecting the livelihood of the future generation.  The Government is opening the horizon of knowledge by facilitating the development of the education and training sector and I do hope students will take advantage of the numerous facilities currently offered and those in the pipeline.
Another focus of this assembly must be on equity, so much cherished by our Prime Minister.  Having a prosperous country is not enough; prosperity must be complementary to justice and equity.  The well-being of those at the lower rung of the ladder, the handicapped and the socially vulnerable citizens must also be looked after.  Only then, can we have a happy, peaceful and prosperous society.
Equally, you will have to reflect on the dangers threatening our planet to-day.  Man, in his greed to accumulate wealth and due to his reckless consumption, is not making a judicious use of the gifts of nature.  The natural resources are being depleted and the environment devastated, giving rise to all sorts of natural calamities.  It’s high time to take bold decisions and corrective actions to save planet Earth.  
John Kennedy rightly said “It is our task in our time and in our generation, to hand down undiminished to those who come after us, as was handed down to us by those who went before, the natural wealth and beauty which is ours.”
Time has come for our generation to take its responsibility:-

· To make a judicious use of our natural resources and promote a green economy through the use of renewable energy and the protection of  our Environment, including the marine environment.
· Adopt a healthy life style: remember we are talking much less of standards of living and much more of quality of life.

· To place institutions over and above the petty individual self and thus develop a high degree of selflessness in dealing with issues, both national and those that go beyond national frontiers.


The well being of the future generation is in our hands. So let us play our role and do our best to bequeath an ethos to our children better than the one we have inherited.
The curtain will now fall and bring an end to this 15th edition of the MUN Conference.  For me all of you are winners:
· All of you have gained in maturity and shaped your personality.
· You have developed several life skills and competencies.

· You have expressed your talents and sharpened your reasoning power to think and act responsibly and globally.

· More significantly, you have lived through a transformational phase of your life, which has gone through the experience of MUN, both enriched and elevated. 

Retain that forever, as part of your growth and personality development. It will stand you in good stead throughout your life. 
Last year a delegation of best participants from Mauritius attended an International MUN in Malaysia.

This year, I have the pleasure to announce that 4 best delegates will attend the Amity International MUN Conference at the Amity University in India in November.
Let me end by informing you all that next year, Mauritius will be hosting the 18 Commonwealth Conference of Education Ministers, commonly called, the 18 CCEM.  This will take place in August, and accordingly, I have decided to have the next MUN Conference held earlier than during the Winter Holidays.  
The good news is that we have a Youth Forum that will be held in the margins of the 18 CCEM and I intend to have some of the best Delegates participate actively in that Forum where they will be able to rub shoulders with other Young Persons from different parts of the world.  This will not only serve to make them get to be familiar with young people from different backgrounds, - cultural and social – but also share a commonality of vision.

Indeed, looking at the way the Munners have been systematically organizing the different conferences under the able leadership of the different Secretaries General, my Ministry also intends to avail itself of the expertise thus demonstrated, in the organization of the Youth Forum.

I wish you all a joyful holiday and plenty of success in your future endeavours.

Thank you for your attention.
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