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Distinguished guests
Ladies and gentlemen
It is indeed a great pleasure for me to be here with you for this donation ceremony in the context of the Food Program for some ECCEA pre primary schools. 
This Food Program started in 2007 with a donation from Trust Fund for Social Integration of Vulnerable Groups for some pre primary schools in the region of Black River and Rivière Noire.  However it did not gather momentum through lack of support and assistance.  
Today’s laudable donation of INNODIS Foundation and Lin How Brothers & Co Ltd under their Corporate Social Responsibility framework will contribute to extend the Program to get a larger group of children.
Such initiatives are in line with the Education & Human Resources Strategic Plan 2008-2020 which focuses on moving towards adopting a holistic approach to pre-schooling by strengthening partnership and networking with the community including NGO agencies and the business community.
The vision we have for the education and training sector is a  tall order and whilst engaged in implementing the various innovative pedagogical programmes, we should not lose sight of the health and well being of our school going children.

The success of our endeavour will depend a lot on the partnership and collaboration of our private sector partners under their CSR  and other programmes.
Ladies & Gentlemen,

We all are aware of the importance of good nutrition in the early years of life.  In fact children's early experiences of food, play an important part in shaping their eating habits, and these good eating habits support healthy growth and development. 
When well nurtured and cared for in their earliest years, children are more likely to grow in a healthy way, to have less disease and fewer illnesses, and to fully develop thinking, language, emotional and social skills. 
This is very much in line with our prime objective to ensure that all children start schooling on an equal footing and a degree of readiness that enable each child to make an effective transition to primary schooling.  And thus as adolescents, they are more likely to experience success and later in life, they will have a greater chance of becoming creative and productive members of society. 
Today, the Government under the visionary leadership of the Prime Minister, recognizes the pivotal role of early childhood care and education in building the foundations for future learning. 
Government is committed to ensuring that all children aged 3 to 5 years in the Republic of Mauritius attend pre primary school.  Financial, social and other difficulties should not stand in the way and, toward this end, Government is deploying considerable efforts to alleviate the financial burden and practical difficulties of parents so that they do not deprive their children of opportunities to acquire education and develop their skills.
We have accordingly taken steps to ensure the inclusion of all children living in conditions of vulnerability, and seen to it  that they attend school and are provided with all necessary accompanying measures to ensure their successful integration and retention at school.   

In fact, since 2007-2008, some 1000 pre-school children who were not attending pre primary school have been admitted under the EAP/Child Welfare Program of the Ministry of Social Integration and Economic Empowerment.

The various initiatives taken by Government in partnership with various stakeholders have yielded positive and remarkable results – in fact we have been able to reduce the percentage of children not attending preprimary school from 15 per cent in 2005 to 6 per cent in 2010.

The food project being funded by INNODIS FOUNDATION aims at equipping pre-school units operating within the pockets of poverty with kitchen utensils and other equipment with a view to ensuring good quality daily provision of breakfast/lunch. 

I am informed that in this context 15 microwaves, 55 electric kettles and the 10 mini- fridges and some 2700 books will be distributed to ECCEA pre-schools with a view to supporting the program and sustaining the early literacy project for pre-school children as well. Lin How Brothers & Company Ltd for its part will ensure the daily supply of Weetabix product to some 150 needy children.
To facilitate the implementation of the program, a Training Program on developing healthy eating habits is being organized by the ECCEA with the collaboration of the University of Mauritius and Ministry of Health and Quality of Life for all the Educators working in the schools involved in the project 

I am very pleased to note that over the five coming years, the Food Program will be gradually extended to all ECCEA schools with the support of the PTAs and other business partners of various localities and regions.
Let me express my gratitude and deep appreciation to INNODIS Foundation and Lin How Brothers & Company Ltd for this laudable support to the ECCEA.  Today’s gesture augurs well for cooperation between the business community and the ECCEA in the future.
Let me commend the ECCEA for this initiative which will create more conducive learning environment for the children. 

Before ending I would like to quote Mariam Wright Edelman: 
“Investing in children is not a national luxury or a national choice. It’s a national necessity. If the foundation of your house is crumbling, you don’t say you can’t afford to fix it while you’re building astronomically expensive fences to protect it from outside enemies. The issue is not ‘are we going to pay” it’s ‘are we going to pay now, up front, or are we going to pay a whole lot more later on. “
Ladies and Gentlemen,

With these words, I thank you for your attention and wish you a nice day.
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