SPEECH OF HON. VASANT K. BUNWAREE, MINISTER OF EDUCATION & HUMAN RESOURCES 
ON THE OCCASION OF GITA JAYANTI 

6 DECEMBER 2011 AT 18.30 HRS
OCTAVE WIEHE AUDITORIUM, UOM, REDUIT
Honourable guests (dignitaries as applicable)

I am honoured today that ISKCON Mauritius has given me the honour and the opportunity to associate myself with you on this very auspicious occasion. Today we celebrate the day when God gave to man the most valuable wisdom contained in the Bhagavat Gita.

5,000 years ago, a great fratricidal war was fought on the battlefield of Kurukshetra in India between 2 rival clans. On one side, the Pandus fought for a righteous cause under the directives of God and on the other, the Kurus fought for the personal benefit of their family members. 

Arjuna was entrusted with the responsibility of leading the army of the Pandus into battle. When Lord Krishna drove him to inspect the 2 armies before the battle, he saw familiar faces in the enemy lines. He saw his cousins, uncles, grandfather, teacher and friends. This made him weak in his resolve to fight for the right cause. The whole purport of the Bhagavata Gita revolves around god convincing Arjuna to stay focused and perform his duty. 

 5000 years after Lord Krishna spoke the Bhagavata Gita, great men around the world, from different faiths and cultures tell us that the sacred book is still relevant to the world and that it is one of the greatest books of wisdom of all times. 

The reason is simple to understand. Every day we are faced with the same fundamental questions. What is the purpose of life and what is our role? The Gita answers these fundamental questions and teaches us that our responsibility on this earth is to perform our duty without attachments to the fruits thereof. 

People who follow the teachings of Lord Krishna perform their duties responsibly as service they offer to the lord. They try their best in all that they do ……..as teachers, as policemen, as fathers, as householders and even as citizens, politicians and leaders. Their focus is to do their jobs to the best of their abilities and abandon the results of their action to god. 

The Bhagavata Gita thus provides all that is needed to raise the consciousness of man to the highest possible level revealing the deepest, universal truths of life that speak to the needs and aspirations of everyone. In days of doubt this divine book lights up the way to wisdom. It also contributes to self-reflection, finer feeling and deepens one's inner process so that life in the world can become a real education.

I wish here to pay tribute to the various paramparas, (the lines of disciplic succession) that have disseminated this legacy across history. Today, ISKCON is probably the most prominent Hindu Parampara promoting the teachings of the Bhagavata Gita worldwide. 

I have to pay tribute to the great legacy of ISKCON’s founder Archaya AC Bhaktivendanta Swami Prabhupada. ShrilaPrabhupada has translated many Hindu textbooks including the Bhagavad Gita. Thanks to the work and preaching of ShrilaPrabhupada, the English version of the Bhagavata Gita has made a most valuable ancient wisdom accessible to the Western world and to the broader population. 

It is comforting to see that ISKCON has such a prominent presence in Mauritius as well. I must say that this presence rests on solid foundations. Mauritius has a very long tradition of practice of the Hindu religion. We regularly receive the visits of eminent religious leaders and we still remember 1975 when ShrilaPrabhupada graced our island with his presence. His meeting with the founder of our nation Sir SeewoosagurRamgoolam marked the beginning of the strong ties between ISKCON and the Island of Mauritius. 

ShrilaPraphupada expressed the wish to see Mauritius become the first spiritual island in the world.

Today’s function is yet another testimony of the efforts of ISKCON to promote the teachings of one of the world’s greatest religions. 

In these times where materialism has become so prominent, functions like the one you have put together today are valuable occasions to immerse ourselves in spirituality.  I hope that you will enjoy the programme.  

I also wish to seize this opportunity to thank the International Society for Krishna Consciousness for their contribution to society. I sincerely hope that you succeed in your endeavour and that you bring to the lives of the people of Mauritius more of the spirituality that you so generously share.

I wish you all a very pleasant and spiritual evening. 

Hare Krishna!!

