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Mr Ashvin Ramdin, Chairman of the MITD,

Mr Roland Dubois, Director of the MITD,

Mr Jeenarain Soobagrah, Vice-Chairman of the School Management Committee,

Mr Harmon Chellen, Training Centre Manager of the MITD Ecole Hôtelière Sir Gaëtan Duval,

Staff of the MITD Ecole Hôtelière Sir Gaëtan Duval,

Dear Parents, Graduates, Ladies and gentlemen.

I am pleased to be in your this afternoon and to address you on the occasion of this graduation ceremony. To the 91 Diploma graduands, I offer my heartiest congratulations. We are all proud of your accomplishments!

Let me also extend my congratulations to all your parents as well as those people who helped you reach this milestone, they, especially your parents who have stood behind you every step of the way. 
I also want to acknowledge the contribution of all the trainers of the EHSGD who believed in you and guided you in your education journey.
Ladies and Gentlemen, the MITD Ecole Hôtelière Sir Gaëtan Duval (EHSGD) has established itself as a reputed training Institution in delivering up to date quality training programmes in the tourism sector using state of the art facilities. It is recognised as a centre of excellence for its training, locally, regionally and internationally under the Hospitality, Tourism and Leisure Industry. 
Besides the quality infrastructure of the EHSGD, I have been told that:
· the training centre has expanded its range of courses in Wellness, Bakery, Laundry and to already existing courses in Tourism Management, Hospitality Management, Hotel Management, Food and Beverages, Housekeeping, Front Office, Kitchen, Pastry, Travel and Leisure / Entertainment courses. 
· The School is presently offering a vast array of award and non award courses being dispensed on full time, part time and apprenticeship modes. The intake capacity for the school is over 2000 yearly. The aim is to meet demands for specialized manpower from both established and emerging hotels.
· Students are in a real hospitable institution since their very first experience at the School. The tailor made training is dispensed in such a way that the gap between theory and practice is bridged. At EHSGD, students operate in an appropriate environment which makes them prepared to adopt professional attitude and behaviour.

I am very pleased to note that more than 1300 students have been enrolled for the past 4 years. The rising enrolment over the last years affirms the value that parents and trainees attach to the superior quality education offered by the EHSGD. Over the years, trainees of EHSGD have been able to undergo world class training overseas. The aim is to develop not only work-ready, but world-ready graduates. 
Many of these opportunities have been created through international partnerships, which have been cultivated for many years. These opportunities have brought our students to different parts of the world, to be trained in different hotels and Tour Guiding agencies in France, USA, UK, South Africa and recently in Hong Kong. This has helped to broaden their outlook and has enhanced their perspectives.

The EHSGD has as duty to continue to innovate in its teaching and curriculum design and develop not only market-relevant graduates, but also confident and resilient individuals. Individuals who will overcome challenges, who will say “No matter what life presents, I will make the best of the situation”. Individuals who, when faced with adversities, will roll up their sleeves and provide solutions. This afternoon, I am happy to say that you students have displayed these qualities in the course of your studies. 

Ladies and gentlemen, Mauritius has developed a tourism industry of worldwide recognition and the island is now identified as an established destination offering high levels of tourism products and services. Its high quality hotel sector is often described as among the best in the world.

This graduation ceremony is most timely as so many hotels are operating and are currently being constructed and this is generating numerous employment opportunities. 
The tourism sector generates more than 27,000 direct employment and 54,000 indirect employment. A revenue of Rs 42,5 billion is expected in 2011 in comparison to Rs 39,5 billion in 2010, thus constituting a rise of 7,7%. Figures show that in the first semester of 2011, Rs 23,1 billion have already been generated and up to now, 297,432 tourists from Europe have visited the island.
There is no doubt that tourism has contributed enormously to the economic progress of the island and to the general welfare of Mauritius and will continue to do so. Hotels are being renovated to accommodate more tourists and training needs have evolved. 
Therefore, our workforce must be equipped with the relevant skills, knowledge, values and attitudes that will make them competent and ready to face the challenges posed by the tourism sector.

The government has invested heavily in education for all Mauritians and has paid special attention to vocational and technical education.  It has devoted a large share of our educational resources to the MITD. 
The government will continue to do more to invest in Technical and Vocational Education and Training. The setting up of 3 other “Green” training centres are high in the agenda of my ministry to further increase access to training. These training centres are in line with the government’s Maurice Ile Durable vision. 
Ladies and gentlemen, the Government is sparing no efforts to further enhance the tourism landscape. It intends
· to transform Mauritius gradually into a Duty Free Island with the objective of enhancing tourism and making Mauritius a more dynamic trading hub.
· to consolidate its strategies and policies to improve the tourism product portfolio to be more responsive to market demand.

· to further impress on tourism operators the need to adopt best environmental practices and eco-friendly measures.
· to diversify our tourism and eco-tourism product through the development of additional niche sectors such as cultural/heritage tourism and eco-tourism.

· to intensify the campaign to enhance the visibility of Mauritius as an attractive up market tourism destination in traditional markets as well as in emerging ones. In this respect, advertising campaigns will be carried out jointly with airlines and trade partners
· to create the appropriate conditions to facilitate the participation of all stakeholders in the different spheres in the tourism sector

· to develop Mauritius as a Medical Tourism destination, through the setting up of private medical and nursing institutions both for treating patient and training appropriate staff.

Today, the training offered by the EHSGD is proven and admired locally, regionally and internationally. It is the leading training institution in the tourism industry. MITD graduates are sought after across the tourism industry.  
Nine (9) out of ten (10) MITD graduates find jobs within six months of their graduation. As one employer said “students who have undergone MITD training will graduate with ‘live’ skill-sets that are immediately transferable to the workplace. So it takes little time to train them”. This is why MITD graduates enjoy high employability among employers.
At the same time, there is a need to ensure that the MITD education is affordable to all. The good news is that shortly, an MoU will be signed with the State Bank of Mauritius and the Mauritius Employers’ Federation for bursaries to be provided needy students. These students will now have enough means not only to cover their course fees, but also other education – related expenses, like uniforms, books etc.
Graduands, the MITD has given you an excellent foundation, but the hard road does not end here with this graduation. In fact, your journey in learning has just begun. 
Your Certificate is not a free pass but it will not protect you against every challenge. You will certainly face some difficulties along the road. You will have to continue to believe in yourselves and persevere. 
On this note, I want to congratulate you once again for the sacrifices you have made and thank you for lending your talents to your country. 
Thank you for your attention.
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