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It gives me immense pleasure to address you a few words today, on the occasion of this Cheque remittance ceremony by the State Bank of Mauritius Ltd to the Gandhian Basic School under the CSR Programme.

This is the second time the SBM and the GBS are collaborating after the project of offering a free meal daily to the students of the GBS last year.  So first of all, I would like to express my gratitude to the Chief Executive Officer of the SBM, Mr. Gautam Vir, and all the officers who have worked on this project to make this collaboration possible today.  
Having said this, I would also like to congratulate Mr. Nowbuth for having been able, through his perseverance and constant efforts, to convince the SBM team, of the necessity and the pertinence of the financial aid that they are today providing to the progress of the Gandhian Basic School, and more particularly, to the improvement of the quality of education that is being imparted to the students.
I understand that the Gandhian Basic School has been implementing since a couple of years new and innovative teaching strategies in view of making the teaching and learning process more interesting and effective.  The concept of embedded learning has been put into practice, where core subjects are not being taught in isolation, but are being used as a link to learn about the other practical subjects as well making learning more relevant and interesting.
Recently, following the latest demands of the labour market in Mauritius, the Gandhian Basic School has introduced the teaching of AutoMechanics in the school curriculum, and the building of an AutoMechanics workshop is currently on.

However, it is noteworthy that, here, at the Gandhain Basic School, it is not only the cognitive aspect of learning that is assessed, but also the affective, and the psychomotor.  
According to Mahatma Gandhi, education should aim towards the holistic development of the child.  The student is assessed also in terms of his behaviour, his sense of responsibility amongst others.  This allows the school to keep a record of the progress of the whole person that the child is, and not only of his academic progress.  At the GBS, assessment is carried out for better learning to take place.

Therefore, the financial aid being provided by the State Bank of Mauritius in terms of infrastructure, that is a multimedia room and a daily free meal to students comes as a blessing, and the SBM is giving an enormous helping hand to the Gandhian Basic School as it aspires to enlarge even further its range of subjects, and provide a high-quality education to its students.
I am confident that the approach and the policies being implemented by the MGI concerning pre-vocational education are indeed worthy of mention and I am confident that such an approach will surely benefit not only the children but the community at large in the long run.
I, once again, thank the State Bank team for their attention to the cause of the GBS and for their generosity, and congratulate the GBS for their commendable work, and wish them all the best!
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