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Speech of Dr. the Hon. Vasant. K. BUNWAREE

Minister of Education & Human Resources

on the occasion of the launching of an electronic newspaper at

Bon Accueil State College

Monday 10 October at 10.00 a.m.

Distinguished Guests

Ladies & Gentlemen
This is my second participation in a major event of Bon Accueil State College this year.  The first one was the Annual Prize Giving held in the Auditorium of MGI in July.  I am delighted to be in such a beautiful and well maintained school.  I am aware that it is well-equipped and know that the only facility lacking in this school is a multi-purpose hall.  
I can inform you that procedures have already started for the construction of a new multipurpose hall for your school.  I am informed that if everything goes on as per scheduled plan, construction should start in January 2012 to end in November 2012.  You will thus have your own multi-purpose hall by the end of next year and you will not have to proceed to MGI or sit in the open air for an important school function.  Mark my words it will be a state of the art building of which you will all be very proud.
A school is an institution where reading and writing take place.  Actually these are an integral part of each student’s life since they are the basis of written communication.  Reading skills serve as a foundation for writing.  Once developed and mastered they give students the opportunity to learn new information about the world, people, events and places and life in general.  All this enrich their vocabularies which in turn improve their writing skills.  
Dear students, if you want to become good writers it is imperative for you to develop a reading culture by taking maximum advantage of what your school library has to offer to you.
Writing is a tool that helps you know more about the way you think.  It can solidify your ideas and thoughts and allow you to reflect on them better than if, the ideas remained evolving in your head.  Writing is one of the ways you can translate your thoughts for other people and in your case other people include examiners and your teachers.  To prepare for the language paper you must know how to spell, present a logical argument and above all gain the confidence of having acquired the writing skills expected from you.  
Later when you will join a university or embark on a career your writing skills can make a difference.  It is therefore imperative for a school to promote both reading and writing and provide students with the tools they require to develop language competence and writing skills.
A school magazine has, until recently, been the main medium through which students and the school community as a whole express themselves and connect with the local community and the outside world.  
For many schools in Mauritius publication of a magazine is an annual feature of their calendar of activities but the vast majority only seldom produce one and the major impediment is the rising cost.  Without sponsorship it is practically impossible to publish a school magazine and I know that it is not easy to get sponsors.  
The idea of launching an Electronic Newspaper therefore is a highly commendable alternative.  It requires no investment in terms of money.  You only have to invest in human resources available at school.  It is also in line with the ‘Maurice Ile Durable” concept as it is eco-friendly.  Do you know how many trees have to be cut down to produce paper?  If we have a better alternative than the use of paper for publication, let’s go for it, let’s go for what is electronic.
The online publication of an electronic newspaper is thus another landmark for Bon Accueil State College.  Your school is laying another stepping stone in the landscape of education and digital environment.  Ours is called the Digital Age, so all we have to do is to make optimum use of Information Technology.  
My Ministry can just pay tribute to such a laudable endeavour as your school bears testimony to the fact that Mauritius has all the requisite resourcefulness, ingenuity and potential to withstand innovation or change.

Online newspapers were considered a revolution in mass media in the 1990’s.  Since then, there has been a proliferation of web-newpapers across the world over recent years as there is a great impact of information explosion and digital technology.  In the analogue past, content was tied to physical media.  “We are what we read” was the famous adage.  However, the popularity of online newpapers today makes us reflect deeply over Marshall Mchulan assertion: “We become what we behold.”
There is certainly a remarkable revolution through the masquerade of entertainment in the form of Infotainment, the fun quotient and the interactivity stemming from the Electronic Newspapers.  Our reading behaviour is changing in our heavily: “information intensive environment”.  

Ladies and gentleman, and dear students, you have every reason to be proud to be E-readers.
Congratulations on this fabulous achievement.

I am pleased to learn that your school was selected this year to be a Pathfinder School as part of the Microsoft Partners in Learning for Schools.  This school was selected because of your rector’s potential to create scalable and replicable educational transformation that can influence schools within our country and around the world.  
Microsoft has recognized in your rector a school leader who has community and professional support for the change process and strong leadership.  I seize this opportunity to congratulate your rector and his close collaborators for such a great achievement.

I have no doubt that this school has bright future.  The way is being paved for it to be a rising star in the east of Mauritius.  You have all my support for any innovative strategies that can make teaching and learning more effective and pleasurable.

Before ending I should like to extend to you all my very best wishes for success in the forthcoming examinations.  Congratulations again for being the first school to launch an Electronic Newspaper in Mauritius.

Thank you for your attention.
