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Chairman MEDCO

Distinguished Guests
Ladies & Gentlemen
Dear Students,

A very good afternoon to all of you.  I must say I am greatly honoured to come here this afternoon for the launching ceremony of the “Fruit Trees Planting Project” to mark the 111th Birth Anniversary of late Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam (SSR), Father of the Nation, and I consider this occasion all the more auspicious because we have been able to assemble three generations under one roof, in a single spirit of humility

This tree planting ceremony has become an annual feature and this year I have made it a point  to be here with Management, staff and students of the school because Tree Planting is part of the Extra Curricular Activities program to which I attach a lot of importance.  
For the past years, all schools have been celebrating “The Environment Day” when at least one tree is planted in every school of the country.  At a time when the world is facing an acute shortage of water, such initiatives should be encouraged and are in line with the Maurice Ile Durable project.

To come back to extra curricular activities, all secondary schools now have an activity period and I am pleased to note that MEDCO Cassis Secondary has taken advantage of this Activity period to successfully implement several laudable projects.  
(i) An Endemic plants garden has been created to save the plants from eradication.
(ii) Fruit day has been organized whereby local fruits unknown to the young generation were displayed.

(iii) A greenhouse hydroponic sponsored in toto by MCB has been set up two years back. About 1 ton of tomatoes was produced.  Then several other crops were tried on an experimental basis.  Actually English Cucumbers have been cultivated.  It is in its terminal phase and some 800 cucumbers were produced.

(iv) A medicinal plant garden has   already been set up with the following Yapana, Aloe-Vera, Citronella, Menthe, Baume du Perou, Basilic, Gingembre etc.

(v) Now we are launching a fruit tree planting project.  The Ministry of Agro Industry has donated some fruit trees of different varieties.

(vi) This is being done with the idea of inculcating the importance of consuming local fruits.  As students are not aware of many local fruits, this project will help them know better the various types of fruits available. The Project is in line with government policy of ‘Pas couper …A nou planter’.

(vii) Prepare goods for marketing, packing, weighing, presenting, putting stickers and displaying goods at the canteen of the MCB to be sold to the staff and students are fully involved in keeping the accounts. 
 I am glad to see that MEDCO Cassis Secondary School is setting a very good example by embarking on such projects where the student population is empowered to shoulder its responsibility.  This kind of activity helps to enhance the pupil’s self-esteem and confidence to perform as a team.  Apart from developing a sense of “appartenance” to what you have planted, you are equally contributing in improving the appearance of the school and also increasing the resources for the benefit of the school as a whole.  
Your involvement in this project would be providing you with outdoor learning resources in documenting how plants grow throughout the changing seasons, weather patterns and the benefits they have relating to biodiversity.  This will also arouse your interest in research work using your ICT facilities at your school, on the variety of fruits and why not as a future career for some passionate pupils in this field!

This concrete action shows clearly the commitment of Management and the teaching staff who have successfully embedded a culture of scientific thinking in their students, in keeping with the Government’s vision for sustainable development and building a green Mauritius.
I would like to express my appreciation of the good extracurricular work being done by MEDCO Secondary School.  I have no doubt that the efforts will be sustained.  I seize this opportunity to wish the Management, staff and the college good luck and success in their endeavours
Before ending, I make one humble request: 

Each one of you can plant and grow a fruit tree at his/her place for Mauritius to be self-sufficient in fruits soon and I’ll say  “Pas couper,  anou  planter”.
Thank you for your attention.
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