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SPEECH OF DR. HON.VASANT K. BUNWAREE MINISTER OF EDUCATION & HUMAN RESOURCES

On the occasion of the Graduation Ceremony organized by MIE#

Monday 12 December at 13.00 hrs
Distinguished Guests

Ladies & Gentlemen

Thank you for your kind invitation to the graduation ceremony and I am very pleased to have an opportunity to address you. 
Indeed, this present ceremony is a privileged moment where due recognition is given to your sacrifice, hard work and commitment and I would like to wholeheartedly congratulate all of you and your families for this remarkable professional and personal achievement. 

As you are already aware, the present government is strongly committed to our vision of a society based on equity, social justice, national solidarity, tolerance and respect for persons. 
No effort has been spared so far to devise and implement policies which aim at strengthening the economic foundations, reinforcing the social fabric and decentralizing access to resources and services. 
We will continue to do so not only because that is the mandate given to us by the people and the responsibility entrusted to our government, but also because, in the context of technology driven societies and knowledge based economies, we have no choice but to move ahead with the greatest sense of determination and goodwill. 

Much has been written and said about the economic precariousness of small insular states. This is true. International economic conditions are bound to become even more stringent, markets may shrink or become competitively out of our reach, bi-Iateral and multilateral trade agreements will expire without much hope of renewal.  Safety nets will be almost inexistent. 
One of our only asset today is our people, their creativity, their commitment and inventiveness, their adaptability and polyvalence. The future of our nation lies in our ability to harness our people and equip them with the knowledge, skills, dispositions and attitudes which are crucial to function in highly competitive and increasingly complex world markets. The importance of education in bringing about the desired economic and social transformation cannot be discounted. 

I completely support the view that teachers are bound to play a pivotal role in making possible our vision of society because the school with its body of professionals is the central organisation which is mandated to carry out the educative mission through curricular implementation of programmes that are considered to be strategically useful and inherently worthwhile. 
The centrality of teacher's role in classroom can be gauged by the general popular belief supported by growing scientific evidence in developing countries that the teacher is one of the most important factors contributing to enhancing pupils' achievement. 
In Africa and Asia, even with a student-teacher ratio of 1-60, teachers can make the difference as they are those who really determine the educational success. 
Factors which affect the teacher’s efficiency and effectiveness in classrooms comprise his mastery of concepts, knowledge of pedagogy, understanding of psychology and the impact of social factors in shaping pupils' learning styles.  

As the saying goes: “If a child cannot learn the way we teach, we must teach in a way that the child can learn.
My Ministry is committed to reforming and transforming the education sector. This is not for us a mere slogan but is reflective of a profound commitment to the belief that education is the single most potent means of economic and social engineering. 
Teachers and their continuous professional development are at the heart of reforms in education. It is with good reason that much emphasis is being placed on the training needs of teachers. 
The Mauritius Institute of Education has and continues to offer a number of training possibilities for both in service and pre service teachers. It has also pro-actively engaged in overhauling the programmes to ensure quality, currency and relevance. 

The degrees, diplomas and certificates that you have earned today should not be perceived as simply an evidence of professional recognition or the end of the road. 
As the famous philosopher of education, John Dewey stated: "The only aim of education is more education". This is not the end but the beginning. Your professional training serves little purpose if the competencies and knowledge that you have acquired are not used in the actual classroom. Your training should empower you to transform your practices. 
The real test of a teacher's mettle, to my mind, is in the classroom and in his ability to .motivate, inspire his students and engage them in the process of lifelong learning. 

You already know that the philosophy of this government rests on social equality and justice. The concept of equality in education is not to be considered only from the perspective of educational inputs. 

Real equality will be achieved on the day when our schools will be able to offer opportunities for every child whatever his social background, capabilities and talents, to develop his/her fullest potential. 
As teachers you are vested with the responsibility of initiating and sustaining the changes which will support the reform process. No doubt, this is a very tall order for all of us. We know, as teachers, that, the road ahead is ridden of difficulties but rest assured that my Ministry and myself will always stand by your side and that of the teaching body in general, in all endeavours which is supportive of real pedagogical reform at the level of our education system. 
More than ever today the education family has to stand united. I make a strong appeal to one and all. There is a need to set aside our differences and face squarely the challenges that lay ahead of us. I rely heavily on you as my professional arm and trust that teachers, as usual, will meet the expectations of our country. 

My fervent wish with this new year is that we have a world where all our children will be healthy, safe, free, educated and loved.

I wish you and your families all the best.
I thank you for your attention.
