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· Mrs Leyla Tegmo-Reddy, UNDP Resident Coordinator 

· Members of the Diplomatic Corp

· Ambassador Patrice Curé, Head of Multilateral Political Directorate, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Regional Intergration 

· Mrs. Premila Aubeelack, Supervising officer, Ministry of Education & Human Resources

· MUN Coordinators, Secretary General and all delegates

· Distinguished guests

· Ladies & Gentlemen


I associate myself with the MUN Coordinator to welcome you all to this 15th edition of the MUN Conference and I wish at the very outset to express my entire satisfaction for the record participation this year.  This auditorium packed to capacity today is ample proof that my wish for a maximum number of state and private secondary schools, including Rodrigues, to participate in the MUN, has materialized.  


Thus, it is indeed a matter of pride for me to learn that the interest of participants in MUN has increased considerably and for the first time a selection exercise had to be carried out in the allocation of different functions for the conduct of the Conference.

Undoubtedly, MUN is a platform offered to you 
· to develop various skills and competencies, 
· to learn about diplomacy and international relations, 
· to frame your character and gain in maturity, 
· to investigate, deliberate and find plausible solutions to challenging world issues.  
I am glad to note your zeal and enthusiasm to acquire knowledge, to develop your personality and act responsibly and to think globally for a better tomorrow.  
At the same time, I feel MUN is giving you a golden opportunity to meet students from all participating schools of the islands, to live as one MUN family, and make everlasting friendship.

Ladies and Gentlemen, distinguished Representatives of Member States, the whole idea behind the MUN is ultimately to make the school-going youth take cognizance of issues of a global nature that are of immediate concern to the peoples of the world. 
And, you will agree with me that there are so many competing priorities on the international agenda, more specifically, on the UN Agenda.
Let me take just three examples.

As minister of Education and HR, I can only begin with the driver of all change and development in the world. True, enormous progress has been made in the global attainment of the Internationally Agreed Goals in education. Access to education in many countries has increased considerably; States are redefining basic education which goes beyond the primary level. 
And yet, we are living in a world where many children and youth remain totally excluded from education due to financial, social, cultural or physical barriers. Indeed, the absolute number of out-of-school children was approximately 67 million worldwide in 2008. Almost half of them live in Sub-Saharan Africa (29 million) and a quarter in South and West Asia (18 million). More than a third of out-of-school children are estimated to live in low-income countries affected by conflict.  An estimated 40 million of these children have a disability.

Again, some three million children and adolescents continue to drop out of school, without acquiring basic education, knowledge and skills.


Take the second example:  the issue of Global Trade. There are fundamentally today 3 major risks involved in this domain:

· The risk of high inflation largely due to escalating food and energy prices

· The risk of Protectionism , and 

· Perception among developed countries that the dire job situation in their countries is largely due to the fast –paced development in LDCs and emerging countries
Indeed, a new reality is emerging today whereby we are witnessing the resilience of middle income and low income countries, such that more and more these are becoming the engine for growth.

And that takes me to the third example. One factor running like a leitmotiv across the world today is the fact that economies have to be ecologically and socially sustainable - we are today talking of this new phenomenon referred to as the Greening of economies.

I have seen from the brochure the various issues on which the different commissions are going to debate intensively during these 3 days.  Some very important questions like Green economy, Gender equality, promotion of social integration, corporate environment responsibility, food for all, water, safety of refugees, corporate governance, and International piracy will be discussed.  

All of these pertain, directly and explicitly, to the notion of Sustainable Development which rests  on the tripod  commonly referred  to as  the  “ Triple Bottom Line”, namely,  
· Economic sustainability, 

· Environmental sustainability and 

· Social Justice
These three are crucial for us in 21st Century and I happily note that this issue is in line with the vision of our Prime Minister for a better Mauritius through the Maurice Ile Durable project.  I believe that you, young students have a key role to play in deciding about the fate of our planet.  Your contribution in making the MID project a success will be determinant.  The fruit of your discussions will have to be disseminated so that every citizen is made aware of the dangers threatening the world and the need for everyone to bring in his contribution to pave the way for a better tomorrow.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is good to note that MUN originated in 1923 in New York as the National Model United Nations.  Since then, MUN is being organized in many countries and took the present shape in 1946. 

In Mauritius, it started as a pilot project in 1993 and subsequently it is being organized annually, except for a short interruption from 2002-2005.  Since 2006, with the emphasis of my Ministry in giving due importance to co and extracurricular activities with a view to enhancing an overall development of each and every student, the popularity of MUN has kept on increasing.  
I assure you of my full support and I will leave no stone unturned to find ways and means to bring improvements and innovations in all field of education necessary to foster a holistic development of one and all.

Following the tradition started last year, I am again pleased to announce that a delegation of 4 best delegates will participate in an International MUN Conference and arrangements are still being worked upon.  This, I am sure will not only give the participants a delightful and fruitful time there, but will enable them to develop new thoughts so as to bring improvements in our forthcoming Conferences.
I am now also seriously wondering whether it’s not high time to ponder on the organization of an International MUN Conference in Mauritius in the coming years.

I note with great satisfaction that MUN-in-Action, an association of Chairpersons of the previous years, is setting the right example by engaging this year in a project on the recycling of plastic bottles.  I make an appeal to all schools to participate actively in this project.

Distinguished Delegates,
I know the MUN Conference is a simulation exercise.  However, you will agree with me that in doing so, you will be dealing with real issues and from your research and debate, you will learn a lot about the real problems that the world is facing.  As responsible leaders of to-morrow, you should consider yourselves as global citizens, think globally and find global solutions to the world crisis.

All of us are looking forward to change the world and I believe that our world can be happier, healthier and more peaceful and we can create a better world through our actions. Peace lovers like Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King and Nelson Mandela have said that we can make a better world through peace, harmony and friendship.  
So let’s try to change the world by starting to bring a change within our own self and individually contribute to change our surroundings and environment.  A small contribution from each one of us will culminate into a greater change and international peace.
Especially, let us not forget that Statehood must be built in schools


Let us then all pave the way for a better tomorrow.
It gives me great pleasure now to declare the 15th Model United Nations Conference open.


Thank you for your kind attention.
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