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Distinguished Guests

Ladies & Gentlemen
I gives me immense pleasure to be present today at the Mayflower College to celebrate its 40th Anniversary and the launching of the publication of the third edition of the college’s Souvenir Magazine.
The Mayflower College, a private secondary College at Brisee Verdiere, opened its doors in 1971 by late Krishnadutt Lutchmah who had the vision and determination of offering the villages of the vicinity of Brisee Verdiere and Bon Accueil a secondary school. 
He started with a very modest school population and due to his far-sighted vision, the same school has now become firmly established and well rooted. It caters for the educational needs of students not only in the neighbouring region but also all over the eastern and northern parts of the island.

We should pay tribute to the memory of late Mr Krishnadutt Lutchmah for his commitment to the cause of education and we must honour him, as he succeeded where many others have not been able to withstand. 
After the sudden demise of Late Mr Krishnadutt Lutchmah in 1991, his wife, Mrs Jaywantee Lutchmah took the reins of the college. Throughout the years, the college under the dynamic management of Mrs J. Lutchmah and with the constant and unflinching support of her children has been faring very well. 
The Rector Mrs Bharatee Devi Dayal, the elder daughter of Mrs Lutchmah leaves no stone unturned to arrange for a conducive atmosphere to prevail at school so that the teaching and learning process is enhanced and more so that the school’s objectives meet the needs of the students with a high standard of education, encompassing a well-rounded curriculum that addresses the child’s academic, physical, creative, social and emotional needs. 
The motto of this school being “True Knowledge Makes All Men Brothers” rightly fits in as the school curriculum is devised in such a way that it aims not only at the academic development of the child but also promotes an overall development of the latter and you know how hard I strive to make this objective a reality in all schools of the country.
I fervently wish that the school keeps on serving the education sector and helps in the process of Nation building by imparting pearls of knowledge and producing responsible and full-fledged citizens of tomorrow. 

We should not forget that education is the key to success and that it helps us to climb the socio-economic ladder. We should all be indebted to the late Father of the Nation, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam and his colleagues for having introduced free education at secondary level in 1977.
Our country has no natural resources like minerals, coal, gold or petrol. Our only resource is our Human Resource. An educated, skilled and well-trained population is what the country needs to propel itself to the forefront and become highly competitive in the global market which will in turn pave the way for economic growth, social justice and improve the standard of living of the population.
Thanks to the vision and political commitment of our Prime Minister, Dr the Honorable Navinchandra Ramgoolam, education is more accessible to one and all as today transport for the students’ population has been made free. Not only this, the government also pays 50% of examination fees for students sitting for SC and HSC exams and whose parents are low income earners. Coupled with this, the government also gives free textbooks to needy students. All these are indications of a caring Government fully committed to improve the quality of life of its citizens. 
To conclude I would make a pressing appeal to you students to take maximum advantage of the facilities that are at put at your disposal by the Government and at the Mayflower College. I also seize this opportunity to congratulate the Management, Staff, students and the PTA of the college for their good work and I wish them well in all the future endeavours.
Long Live the Mayflower College! Long Live Mauritius! 
Thank you.
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