PARLIAMENTARY  QUESTION

	B/919
	The  Honourable  Third Member for Vacoas and Floreal (Mrs Labelle)
To ask  the Honourable Minister of Education and Human Resources:

& and Guilds examinations, he will state if, in or about August 2011, the City and Guilds informed his Ministry that no registration therefor from private candidates will be accepted and, if so, if he will table copy of the correspondence in relation thereto?



REPLY FOR TUESDAY 06 DECEMBER 2011
Mr Speaker Sir,

My information is that no formal correspondence has been received from City and Guilds Institute to the effect that no registration of private candidates will be accepted.

Actually, the Board of the Mauritius Qualifications Authority which the Regulatory Authority for Technical Vocational and Educational Training (TVET) decided, on 
29 May 2009, that qualifications not recognized in the country of origin of an International Awarding body would also not be recognised in Mauritius.


The decision was communicated to all Foreign bodies including City and Guilds Institute of UK.  It must be pointed out that City and Guilds has collaborative agreement with Local Institutions to run Award Programmes and has entered into an agreement with the Mauritius Examinations Syndicate (MES) for the conduct of examinations locally.  
The City and Guilds issued a circular letter dated 2 March 2010 to its Approved Centres that they i.e these centres, accordingly had to ensure that the course programmes they were running were in fact accredited in the country of origin.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must point out that City and Guilds offer qualifications either through the Theory route or the Applied Route.  The Applied Route taken by students attending Approved Training Centres for City and Guilds comprises all components of the Theory route in addition to the practical components.

The Theory route on its own, taken without practical components is not recognized by the Regulatory Authority in UK known as ofqual.

Mr. Speaker, Sir,

At a meeting held at the MES on 29 April 2011, the Area Manager of City and Guilds, Dr John Otieno, informed the MES that City and Guilds would no longer conduct the Theory route taken alone as from the December 2011 examinations.
As a number of students had already enrolled for the City and Guilds examinations, a moratorium was granted till December 2011 for those  candidates who were required to complete the Theory route qualifications.  Subsequently, another request was made on 15 August, 2011 and the moratorium was extended to 
June, 2012.  MES has been requested to ensure that all candidates with City and Guilds be enrolled for the Applied Route so that the qualifications acquired are recognised and accredited by Ofqual.
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