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ERADICATION OF ABSOLUTE POVERTY PROGRAMME — CHILDREN - SCHOOL
MATERIALS

(No. 1B/170) Mrs F. Labelle (Third Member for Vacoas & Floreal) asked the vice-
Prime Minister, Minister of Social Integration and Economic Empowerment whether, in regard
to the Eradication of Absolute Poverty Programme, he will state —

(a) if all the children aged between three to five years identified under the programme

have received their school materials and, if so, when, and

(b)  whether their school fees are being paid on a monthly basis regularly.

The vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Social Integration and Economic
Empowerment (Mr X. L. Duval): Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am informed by the National
Empowerment Foundation (NEF) that one of the objectives of the Eradication of Absolute
Poverty (EAP) Programme is to ensure, with the collaboration of relevant stakeholders, that pre-
primary school aged children not attending schools are provided appropriate support so that they
can attend school regularly. The EAP offers a package of incentives to children between three

and five years of age as follows —

. A meal on each school day

. Refund of transport costs to those children who need it

. Payment of school fees for children attending private schools
. Provision for school material

. Provision for pedagogical materials

. Accompagnement scolaire.

With regard to part (a) of the question, I am informed that out of 291 cases referred to
NEF in January 2010, some 163 pre-primary school children under the EAP Project have

received their school materials during the period January to March 2010. However, in addition



68

to the above, about 660 new cases have been referred to the EAP Project thereby raising the
number of children to be covered as at 24 June 2010 to 823.

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, clearly there has been an unfortunate delay in the provision of
school materials. However, every other service mentioned above, such as meals, transport and
accompagnement have been provided on a timely basis. I have nevertheless given clear
instructions that this issue be fast-tracked and that all outstanding cases be processed within a
period of two weeks.

With regard to part (b) of the question, I am informed that the EAP pays school fees in
respect of those children who attend private schools and that as at 24 June 2010, there were 537
children covered by EAP and going to private pre-primary schools.

As per records of the NEF, as at 25 June 2010, school fees amounting to some Rs500,650
have been paid for all zones up to the month of May 2010. Those for the month of June 2010 are
being processed for payment.

Mrs Labelle: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, is the hon. Minister aware that those children who
have not received school materials, have been under the programme since last year? They are
not new cases. | would like the hon. Minister to confirm that those who have not received, are
not new cases only, that is, newly identified.

Mr Duval: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I thank the hon. Member for bringing this to my
attention. I will also take up this matter to know whether there are some who long ago have not
received the school material.

Mrs Labelle: May I ask the hon. Minister whether there is a proper record which is kept
by the National Empowerment Foundation on a regular basis regarding the distribution or
payment effected? Do we have a proper record?

Mr Duval: We should hope so, but I will check.

Mrs Labelle: Can I ask the hon. Minister whether — according to my information - social
facilitators, field workers were convened on Saturday last from 09.00 to noon to provide
materials in reply to this PQ. So, it is only on Saturday and they were convened from 09.00 to
noon, half day to give information, which led to me to believe that records are not been being
kept properly. 1 would like if the hon. Minister could confirm whether this information is
correct?

Mr Duval: I will look into it, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir.



Mrs Labelle: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, since there is a risk that information has been
compiled in the way that I have just stated, may I ...

The Deputy Speaker: This has not been stated by the Minister. The hon. Minister has
said that he is going to check.

Mrs Labelle: He will check the information that officers have been convened only on
Saturday to prepare information for him. So I think we can doubt about the reliability of this
information.

The Deputy Speaker: It is a question of opinion.

Mrs Labelle: May I ask the hon. Minister whether he will check to what extent this
information is correct since the information has been collected in such a hasty manner?

Mr Duval: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I think that this information has been done in good
faith by the Civil Servants who were doing it. I do not think they would have said that, especially
as they are admitting themselves that there has been a big delay, but I will look into the matter.

The Deputy Speaker: The Table has further been advised that Parliamentary Questions
1B/198, 1B/199, 1B/200 and 1B/201 have also been withdrawn. Now we move to next question,

hon. Obeegadoo.



BEAU BASSIN, CITE BARKLY - KOLECTIF DRWA POU ENN BON LECOL-
PETITION

(No. 1A/125) Mr R. Bhagwan (First Member for Beau Bassin and Petite Riviére)

asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether he has taken cognizance of a
petition addressed by the Kolectif Drwa Pou Enn Bon Lecol of Cité Barkly, Beau Bassin, in
respect of the Barkly Government School and if so, will he state the actions taken, if any.

Reply: On 25 October 2010, the Directorate of Zone 2 of the Ministry of Education and
Human Resources received a petition from the Kolektif Drwa Pou Enn Bon Lekol regarding the
performance of Barkly Government School which is a ZEP school.

The Zone Director met a delegation of the Kolektif on the same date when it called at the
school to hand over the petition to the Head Master.

Representatives of the Kolektif were convened to a meeting with the Director, Zone 2 on
28 October 2010. Following discussions, the representatives of the Kolectif informed that they
would be submitting a series of recommendations to the Ministry in due course. It was also
proposed that the Ministry and the Kolektif would work in close collaboration to improve the

school’s performance and image.
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A follow-up meeting has been scheduled for the end of November 2010.

The ZEP Project was initiated in 2003 with the objective to give special attention and
priority to schools with low performance at CPE, namely thosér sc‘oring less than 40% CPE pass
rate during five consecutive years prior to 2003. The idea was to extend positive reinforcement in
terms of human resources, infrastructure, differentiated pedagogy and other support measures
including empowering the Head Teacher, the school community, the staff, the parents, the
community-based associations, the NGOs and business organisations. As a result of measures
taken during the past years, some ZEP schools have improved significantly. However, others.
have stagnated and a few like Barkly G.S have encountered other problems which have led to
poor performance and consequently resulted in a substantial drop in the CPE pass rate over the
last few years. Barkly Government School scored a record-low of 9.3% pass rate in 2009.

Currently, there are 30 ZEP schools, including one in Rodrigues and two in Agalega.

The two areas on which attention has been focused lately are (a) reduction of rate of
absenteeism and (b) improvement of CPE results.

(a) Rate of Absenteeism

Following efforts deployed by the Ministry, the overall rate of absenteeism in ZEP
schools has decreased from 15.7% in 2607 to 12.9% in 2008 and 13.0% in 2009 (excluding the
effect of the HIN1 pandemic).

However, sustaining the rate of absenteeism in some schools is a huge challenge. Beyond
regular meetings, Parent Mediators have conducted home visits. The Private Sector, NGOs and
VIPs are also giving a helping hand.

High rates of absenteeism are observed in most ZEP schools following outings, Sports
Day and Music day. Other reasons relate to seasonal health problems, religious beliefs, etc. High
rates of absenteeism in ZEP schools can also be attributed to abject poverty including poor
housing facilities, broken families, poor parental involvement and poor scholastic ambition on
their part. It has been observed that absenteeism decreased following the introduction of the
supplementary school feeding programme applicable to ZEP schools. Other affirmative measures
taken by Government include major school infrastructural works.

(b) CPE results
The trend for overall CPE pass rate for ZEP schools is as follows -

erear ! 2003 l 2004 l 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 ]
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Overall CPE pass rate Not
(%) 309 | 314 | 32.8 | 365 36.0 359 35.3 | available
Best performing ZEP schools (above 50 %) -
2007 2008 2009
% pass % pass % pass
Ste. Thérese de I’Enfant Jésus RC (Rod) 58.5 63.2 62.1
Bois des Amourettes GS 58.3 69.6 61.1
Stanley GS 51.0 49.5 60.7
Espitalier No€l GS 37.8 47.9 53.8
Nuckchady GS 29.4 16.7 51.5
Cascavelle GS 28.9 48.0 50.0

There are also many individual good performances where the pupils secure admission to

National Colleges and become the pride of both the parents and the school community.

Least performing ZEP schools (below 20 %) -

2007 2008 2009
% pass % pass % pass
Barkly GS 20.8 24.1 9.3
La Briquetterie GS 22.6 9.6 13.5
Serge Coutet GS 17.9 13.7 16.1
Guy Rozemont GS 375 19.0 17.2
Marcel Cabon GS 37.8 25.0 19.6
Case of Barkly GS

The case of Barkly GS is unique. The school’s catchment area is Cité Barkly. Because of

stigmatisation, many parents prefer to send their children to other schools: Phillipe Rivalland

RCA, Vel Govinden GS and Andre Glover GS. Furthermore, there are acute staffing problems.

Educators do not wish to be posted at Barkly GS because of perceived insecurity in the region.

Existing educators regularly request for transfer out of the school. Since 2004, the school’s Head
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Master has changed seven times. This results in an unstable staffing situation which impacts
negatively on the school performance.

All the above conditions have led to the CPE results dropi)ing significantly from 24.1%
in 2008 to 9.3% in 20009.

Further, there is low parental involvement in school activities. Parents are generally
absent from the school for working sessions but regularly show up with an aggressive attitude
when a perceived problem arises.

There is constant monitoring of the situation at Barkly Government School.

After seven years of existence of the current ZEP project, my Ministry is currently
reviewing the whole situation pertaining to the strategy adopted so far. Whilst it has been
observed that the strategy has worked positively for some schools which have significantly

improved their performance, others have stagnated and some have deteriorated.

Some of the weaknesses identified within the overall ZEP Project are as follows -

(1) the ZEP Mission is not yet well understood and shared by all stakeholders
involved in the ZEP Project.

(ii) ZEP schools in general suffer from a lack of interest and involvement from the
immediate school community. Despite the good work being done by the Parent
Mediators and liaison officers supplied by the private sector, mobilising the
school community and parents still remains a challenge.

(iii)  Working in a ZEP school with its difficulties requires that the Head Masters
possess specific skills to deal with such specific and complex problems which
unfortunately not all Head Masters possess.

(iv)  Educators represent the first point of contact with students. The stigma and
difficulty associated with working in ZEP schools instigate a negative attitude on
the part of some educators when they are posted to ZEP schools. In addition,
Educators have to deal with aggressive parents at times. Some Educators have
been physically and verbally assaulted by parents. The ZEP sector therefore does
not attract the best adapted teachers despite the eligibility to draw an allowance

when working in ZEP schools.
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SCHOOLS - PHYSICALLY DISABLED PUPILS - ADMISSION

(No. 1B/657) Mr K. Ramano (Second Member for Belle Rose & Quatre Bornes)
asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources whether, in regard to the physically
disabled pupils, he will state the number thereof who are presently admitted in the primary and

secondary schools, indicating if he is aware of the difficulties that these pupils face to —
(a) move around the school compound, and

(b) participate actively in the academic programme and if so, indicate the remedial

measures that will be taken, if any.

Dr. Bunwaree: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am informed that, in 2010, 39 children with physical
disabilities were admitted in primary schools and 74 such children were in secondary schools,

both public and private grant-aided.






