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ADDRESS BY DR/ HON VASANT K. BUNWAREE,

MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES

On the occasion of the launching Ceremony of Summer School Programme

Tuesday 29 November 2011 at 9.30 hrs

The Supervising Officer, Mrs Aubeelack,
Director, MIE

Director, Bureau de l’Education Catholique

Mrs Mungapen, Representative of Mouvement pour l’Eradication de la Pauvreté
Distinguished Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen

It gives me great pleasure this morning to welcome you all to the launching of the Summer School Programme and to the briefing session for teachers who will be involved and participating in the pilot project.  As we all know the programme was announced in the Budget Speech 2012 by my colleague, Hon. Xavier Luc Duval, Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Finance and Economic Development following discussions with me and among stake holders from both of our Ministries.  
The programme aims at providing targeted supplementary education in reading, writing and arithmetic for standards III and IV children who have not achieved proficiency and who come from schools where the CPE performance is less than 50%.  More specifically, the objective of the programme is to address the issue of failure at the primary school level by using activities as in the Enhancement Programme.
In my intervention itself on the Budget speech in the National Assembly some weeks ago I informed members that the programme would be implemented this year itself on a pilot basis in November and December for pupils of standard III and IV and that it would be activity based so as to give slow learners the opportunity to improve literacy and numeracy and to achieve success.  
Once the pilot programme is assessed and proved to be successful, the Summer School Project will be carried out on a larger scale next year and will comprise all schools which have scored less than 50% pass rate at CPE.  
I am pleased to say that as from tomorrow itself, the Summer School Programme will become a reality.  Twenty schools, ten run by the Ministry and ten by MEP will open their doors tomorrow during the holiday period to welcome our pupils who have shown an interest to attend the classes.  
Here I wish to highlight that each time my Ministry embarks on a new and innovative pedagogical programme, a number of people with goodwill and organisations having the interest of children at heart always come to us to give us a helping hand in order to make it happen.  
Here I have in mind the MIE which is working on the curriculum for this programme and which has always been in the forefront to provide pedagogical support to teachers in such projects as the Enhancement Programme, the Kreol Morisien and the Sankore Project.  
I must also mention the MES which will be evaluating the Summer school programme so that we can implement it next year in a larger number of schools and of course, we cannot forget the BEC which has been our valued partner for decades now as well as the Mouvement pour l’Eradication de la Pauvreté which is implementing the programme in some schools.

Never before has a government invested so much in the educational development of pupils by providing enhanced learning opportunities in the context of equity, social integration and inclusiveness, whether it is ZEP, the Enhancement Programme, Kreol Morisien or the Remedial Education Programme for Standard III pupils.  
Today itself we shall be debating the Education Amendment Bill which deals with the issue of additional tuition.  As you are all aware, a host of innovative pedagogical programmes have been introduced to improve performance levels in schools and these will help towards reducing dependence of pupils on additional tuition.

We are confident that by providing numerous opportunities to our children through the introduction of all these programmes including this Summer School Programme, the financial burden of parents will be also alleviated.  
However, our commitment does not end here.  We shall be organizing in December a first workshop on a review of the CPE and we hope that we shall have the cooperation of all stakeholders in overhauling the system.

Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to place on record the support of Headmasters, educators and other non-teaching staff in the implementation of the programme. 
I would also like to thank all those who have been involved directly or indirectly in the project, namely the Mouvement pour l’Eradication de la Pauvreté, MIE, MES, MEP, BEC and the officers of my own Ministry to make of this project a success.  
I am confident that the briefing session which will take place shortly will allow all those involved to share information and shed light on any area that is still not clear in the minds of participants so that the Summer School Programme becomes a success and part of the Mauritian educational landscape in the future.
Thank you for your attention.
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