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Ladies & Gentlemen
It is a pleasure for me to be among you this evening on the occasion of this Workshop on the presentation of the Acer in Education project. 

As you are aware, my Ministry has high on its agenda the concept of e-education. The use of ICT in education is now an inescapable facet of teaching and learning, and our classrooms are now being progressively equipped to adapt to the realities of the global digital arena.
This vision of modern schooling through the use of ICT in Education aligns itself with our three–pronged mission of first developing a culture of efficient and effective education with an inclusive, integrated and holistic approach. We also aim to foster innovation and generate new knowledge for development. Finally we want to provide new learning opportunities for personal growth.

Education is a powerful lever in creating value in an economy and this Government has put as top priority to promote the country as a digital nation. My Ministry has the objective to make our schools emerge as modern schools to promote further access to quality education through the abolition of the digital divide. The introduction of ICT at primary and secondary levels is therefore crucial for gaining basic education and work skills. 
We are at the Ministry already paving the way in transforming our students into digital citizens to promote quality, access and equity within our system. Initiatives already well under way at the Ministry such as the Sankoré project at Primary level, the setting up of the Innovative Schools platforms, the creation of Cyber-corners in Primary Schools, setting up of a Learning Factory to train teachers at MIE and the NEPAD e school project are but a few examples as to how the digital culture is already being embedded within our system. Our vision is to put more emphasis on e-learning in education for Mauritius to take the leap in ensuring the next lap of its development which will be based on knowledge.
I consider it the more important to participate in this evening’s event as I am convinced that this effort of my Ministry and Government cannot be in isolation but will have to be done hand in hand with all partners in the sector. I wish to thus thank all stakeholders who have made this initiative possible.
The future, ladies and gentlemen, is a fast moving one. Everything is changing swifter than the life cycle of an education programme: sectoralneeds, job definitions, skill requirements and training standards. The world is undergoing significant moves in its economy, characterized by changing patterns of technological innovations. Producers must operate in a global marketplace and ICT is revolutionizing education as well as the world’s economy. 

When students come out of the secondary schooling sector, they must be 21st Century learners – we call them digital natives – and be familiar with ICT as early as possible. Our teachers and students have to be conversant with technology to produce an array of higher-order cognitive and social skills, such as problem solving, flexibility, agility, resourcefulness, collaboration and teamwork, “how to learn,” and entrepreneurship.
This ICT wave has five repercussions for a new paradigm in education: 

i. Education is for everyone
ii. Education can take place anywhere
iii. Education can take place anytime
iv. Education occurs through self-instruction
v. Technology can assist education
Because of all these new perspectives, the effective use of ICT in education is one of the greatest challenges that face the teaching profession throughout the world. The performance of a teacher and manager is critical in facilitating learning and in making it more efficient and effective, and they will continue to be so in the future. Modern developments in ICT are helpful in easing some teaching and managerial burdens, and stakeholders must be aware of the implications of this ICT wave.
It is a reality that the objectives of education have become more complex with learning being digital. Knowledge is expanding rapidly on the net, and this forces teachers to continue updating their knowledge and exposing themselves to modern channels of information. Teachers’ authority is challenged because information is everywhere with internet becoming cheaper on mobile phones
Obviously, teachers cannot be prepared for these unfolding challenges at one sitting. Repeated contributions through workshops, such as the one we are present here today, is a necessity. It is only through training, increased exposure and practice, and re-training that we will be able to allow a new paradigm to emerge to expand the use of ICT as a tool in education.
We however have to be clear in our approach towards e-learning. The use of ICT can only be a facilitator in pedagogy. Perhaps the most profound shift is from systems of teaching and supervision of learning to systems of learning and facilitation of learning. 

With the use of technology in education, it is important to understand that the computer and PowerPoint projector will never replace the most important element of education which is the teacher. In this new paradigm, ICT is not a substitute for schooling, but it is only a technological tool that has vast potential to contribute to the whole system of knowledge dissemination and learning, in as much as the blackboard was in its own time a technological innovation, followed by the white board and the overhead projector.
It is said that ICT in education has been a leveler of educational knowledge. The internet has been a fantastic tool to expanding access to information for everyone, promoting efficiency, improving the quality of learning, enhancing the quality of teaching, and improving management systems in education. 
Managing the system through ICT is a key element in transforming our school into digital organizations since there must be an increasing use of ICT by managers in the day to day planning, storing, retrieving and adapting of electronic information to help education leaders to better know their own schools and organizations so as to better plan, lead, organize and control their work.
My Ministry is in the process of developing an e-Education plan to precisely chart out the relevant parameters for the potential of ICT in Education to be unleashed in ensuring efficient education services in the teaching, learning and managerial aspects of education.
I am grateful to all private partners in Education, such as Acer with this “Acer in Education” Project, to help us in harnessing the power of technology to meet the challenges of the 21st century and make education relevant, responsive, and effective for anyone, anywhere, anytime. 

The most successful technologies are those that we now take for granted. We do not think anymore of the process of printing every time we read a book, and yet, printing was an innovative technology when the Chinese invented stamp printing 2000 years ago and Gutenberg came in with the printing press in the 4th Century. 
My wish is that one day we are able to have ICT in education not only as a reality in every classroom of Mauritius, and that we will not even bother about the use of ICT as a tool in Education as it will be part of our educational reality, allowing teachers and managers to fully use and apply it to enhance the wonders of learning. 

With these words, I declare this workshop open, and thank you for your kind attention.
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