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Speech of Hon. Dr Vasant K. Bunwaree, 

Minister of Education and Human Resources

On the occasion of the Presentation of drama ‘La famille heureuse’

on Saturday 27 August 2011 at 16.00 hrs

Municipality of Quatre Bornes

The President, Sukhi Parivar, Prof. Soodursun Jugessur

Other Members of the Association

Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen 


It gives me an immense pleasure to be here amongst you on the auspicious occasion of the presentation of a drama on “La famille heureuse’.

I avail myself of this opportunity to congratulate you for this laudable initiative.  I am given to understand that Sukhi Parivar has been promoting the need for family dialogue for the last four years.


‘Sukhi” means an emotional balance between what one expects and what one achieves.  ‘Parivar’ is the oldest most fundamental, most enduring and most important of all human institutions.  
Hence ‘Sukhi Parivar’ – Happy family or ‘La Famille Heureuse’.  The mission of ‘Sukhi Parivar’ is to create a healthy, prosperous, educated and balanced society using constructive and creative activities.  In our modern society, however, families seem to be disintegrating and we believe that this has led to most of the problems in our society.

According to the vedic context the word ‘Parivar’ includes the grandparents, parents, brothers, sisters, in laws and children.  It accommodates three generations of people living under one roof in a cordial atmosphere.


Unfortunately, this is not the case at present with the coming of ‘nuclear family system’, which we have inherited from the western culture.


Our society is facing numerous problems; among others, degradation of moral values, poverty, alcoholism, use of illicit drugs, adultery, prostitution etc.


We, as responsible citizens, have to devise ways and means to guide our children and prevent them to fall a prey to all these social evils.  We have to devote some time daily to communicate and dialogue with members of our family, especially our children.


At the level of Ministry of Education & HR we have embarked on numerous innovative pedagogical measures to enhance teaching and learning in our schools.


In fact, we do not teach ‘moral values’ as a subject in our schools but it is integrated in the curriculum of various subjects mainly in History/Geography and Science where topics like respect for elders, cleanliness, caring for environment etc, have been included.


The Enhancement Programme was introduced last year in Standard IV and has been extended to Standard III this year.  Asian Languages/Arabic have also been included.  The programme covers pedagogical aspects of the curriculum by reinforcing work in the core subjects and is supported by a diversity of extracurricular activities such as drama, sports, physical education, music, painting, SLAM and others.


Health and Physical Education have been reinforced to foster a culture of good health and lifelong wellness through physical activities.  Children at primary level are initiated from an early stage to simple breathing and stretching exercises.


Moral values are inculcated in pupils during the morning assembly and at class level by the teacher.  Lectures are often organized at school.


To conclude, I will stress that to combat the social evils in our society, all stakeholders (the Government, Socio-cultural organizations and others) must join hands together to eradicate them and have a sound and healthy atmosphere everywhere.


I once again thank the ‘Sukhi Parivar’ for doing a remarkable job and hope that they will continue to organize such activities for the well-being of one and all.


Thank you for your attention. 

