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Ladies and Gentleman

It is indeed a great honour and privilege for me to be amidst you this morning to celebrate the World Teachers’ Day 2011.

Personally I am very happy to be here today because my Ministry places a high premium on the contribution of teachers and relies on them for the implementation of educational projects.
World Teachers’ Day has now become an annual feature in the lives of all Teachers and it is a special school holiday granted by the Ministry in recognition of the role and contribution of teachers.  It is also an opportunity for teachers to hold special fora to reflect on important issues in education.  


 Teachers are essential and indeed, indispensable for the effective working of our educational system.  They help in the development of a child, not only academically, but also socially and emotionally.  They expand our horizons and encourage us to explore our potentialities to the maximum.  As time elapses, we come out of their shadows, but their footprints remain etched on our life paths.
Teachers hold an important position in society.  They help in the development of the society, by building a better-educated and more tolerant community, thus contributing to the prosperity of the nation.  By dedicating a day to the teachers, we recognize the importance of having competent, qualified and motivated educators across the world.  This day, will certainly, be mentioned in golden letters in the annals of history and observed by generations to come, with the same enthusiasm as us.

As I indicated earlier, the Educator has a very important part to play in the overall development of the child.  His role is multifaceted.  If he plays it well, he will be remembered throughout the life of the learner.  First of all, the Educator has an academic role to play whereby he not only teaches but also offers appropriate counseling.  We are now living in a global world where the child needs to be advised properly.  Whether he/she has to make a choice with regard to the subjects he/she will choose, or what career to take, he/she will definitely come to the teacher for advice.  

The teacher also has a pedagogical function to fulfill.  He motivates children to learn, to study and to work hard.  Our children are at school, above all, to study and it is up to the Teacher to create an atmosphere conducive for learning. However, the role of the Educator does not stop here.  He also has a social function that is he prepares the child to be a good citizen, to behave properly and to make the difference between good and evil.  At a time when our society is faced with problems of indiscipline both at home and at school, it is the role of the Educator to act as a reference, as a role model as well as that of a substitute parent and a confidant.  The good educator is thus the one whom children will follow as regards manners, customs, etiquette and style of conversation.  In short, he is their ideal, their role model.

Taking the above into consideration, the Ministry has formulated a number of projects that will facilitate the teaching and learning process and at the same time provide teachers with the necessary tools to keep our children up to date on new technologies and new trends in Education.

I will name just a few.

· The Sankoré project comes at the right moment for teachers to enhance teaching through ICT and for pupils to learn better and more quickly.  May I remind you that Mauritius is the first country in Africa where the Sankoré project is being implemented.  In fact, we are even thinking of providing expertise in this field to African countries.
· The Enhancement Programme gives opportunities to our children to develop themselves holistically.  This allows children to indulge in various extracurricular activities such as sports, slam, drawing, painting, quiz, drama, music and singing.

· The Bridging the Gap project has now been given added value with the introduction of new materials.  As a result, children are now experiencing a smooth transition from the pre-primary to the primary.
· Diagnostic assessment has been newly introduced in Std III in all primary schools in order to evaluate pupils through a questionnaire prepared by MES in English and Mathematics and to gauge how much learning has taken place in Standard I and II.  The results are used for remedial work.
· Continuous assessment determines what each student has learned and identifies any gap in each student with a view to providing remedial education. 
· Moreover, as you are aware, the Ministry is ensuring a level playing field for all children by introducing Kreol Morisien and Bhojpuri as optional subjects at school.  This is a major innovation and all modalities pertaining to curriculum development, the production of textbooks and training of teachers are being looked into to ensure the introduction of these languages in primary schools as from 2012.  This multilingualism will help to cement the cardinal virtue of multiculturalism and especially interculturalism that is becoming the mainstay of the Mauritian society.

To conclude I would appeal to all of you to be the proactive leader and to be a role model who will lead our children to become respected citizens of our country. Moreover I would make a special appeal to all Trade Union leaders to co-operate in all new ventures that my Ministry undertakes and come up with positive suggestions for the improvement of our educational system.


Let me thank you once more for all your contributions in education and wish you all a Happy Teachers’ Day.
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