WINTER INSTITUTE

International Workshop (Winter Institute) on 
Early Childhood Care and Education/Development 

The Ministry of Education, Culture and Human Resources, in collaboration with the Mauritius Institute of Education (MIE) and the Early Childhood Care and Education Authority (ECCEA) will organize an International Workshop - Winter Institute on Early Childhood Care and Education/Development in Mauritius from 13 to 26 July 2009 which will be held at the Mauritius Institute of Education, Reduit.

.
2.
The Institute is an event planned in the context of the pilot phase of the North/South- South/South (NS-SS) collaborative programme 2009-2011 and aims at - 

(i) highlighting and discussing challenges for Mauritius and selected sub-Saharan countries in Africa in developing policies, legal frameworks and elaborating strategies for successful implementation of young child 
(0 – 8 years) integrated programming;
(ii) reviewing and adopting curriculum frameworks for young child programs within a child’s rights perspective;
(iii) revisiting programming tools (norms and standards) safety and security, inclusive pedagogy; and
(iv) updating training programs for staff involved in Early Childhood Care and Education/Development programming and in parent Empowerment programs and promote networking with NGO’s, parents and communities.
3.
This Institute will go a long way towards accelerated training and capacity building in Early Childhood Care and Education/Development thus complementing on-going training offered by several institutions in the African region with the support of Early Childhood Development Virtual University of Victoria, Canada and the World Bank. 

4. 
Some twenty (20) foreign participants from sub Saharan African countries namely – Botswana, Ivory Coast, Comoros, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, Seychelles, Senegal, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda and the Republic of South Africa and fifteen (15) local participants   are expected to attend the Institute which will provide a platform for :
(i) developing a better understanding of the contexts within which young child programming is being promoted in our region;
(ii) sharing of experiences and best practices in handling young children between Mauritius and participating countries; and
(iii) promoting the ECCEA and reinforcing its networks for policy dialogue.

5.
Participants who attended a recent Norway Experience Exchange Programme in Oslo/Bergen in April 2009 will act as Resource Persons.
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