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(Attended by Mr. Gunesh)

Speech of Hon. Dr Vasant K. Bunwaree,
Minister of Education and Human Resources
Award Ceremony for Certificates in Acting Essential

and Certificate in Scriptwriting

Launching Ceremony of Courses in Film Direction

Essentials Level 1
Venue: Lecture Theatre, MGI

Thursday 10 February at 15h30
Hon Mr Mookeshwar Choonee, Minister of Arts and Culture, 

Mr C Nayna, Chairman of Mauritius Film Development Corporation, 

Mr R Dwarka, Chairman of MGI & RTI Council
Mrs N Ramyead, Director of Mauritius Film Development Corporation
Dr (Mrs) V D Koonjal, Director (MGI) & Officer-in-Charge (MGI & RTI)
Members of MFDC Board and Members of MGI & RTI Council

Distinguished Guests

Ladies & Gentlemen
Dear Students

Let me start by saying that I am very pleased to be addressing you today on the occasion of this award ceremony for students of the Certificate Course in Acting Essentials and Certificate Course in Scriptwriting.  

I am given to understand that this is the first time that such a course has been offered at the MGI.  This is very commendable initiative that has to be pursued as it is a way of breaking new grounds and targeting new students.  It is also in line with government’s policy to create further opportunities for our human resource base to develop its multiplicity of talents and potential.
In fact, our education strategy is now increasingly focusing on the holistic development of learners. We are providing them with opportunities to better unleash their potential, and to develop their creative and artistic talents.  And we are starting as from an early age. The Enhancement Programme, the ZIIS project in ZEP schools are both giving the opportunity to young children attending primary schools to develop their creative potential. 
This new certificate course will no doubt open new possibilities for our young people to find career opportunities in the emerging Cultural Industries sector. Efforts such as these deserve to be commended.

It is worth mentioning that the Human Resource, Knowledge and Arts Fund under the aegis of the Ministry of Education and Human Resources has been set up to promote interalia the development of all art forms  and we have funded several projects designed to support artists. In 2009/2010, funding to the tune of Rs 750,000 was extended to the MFDC to support local film production. 
I am told that the initiative to start this new course was triggered in November 2008 when the MGI had invited Mrs Schundell Jha from the USA in the context of celebrations marking the arrival of Indian Labour Immigrants.  She had traced her roots back to India through Trinidad and Tobago and had mounted a film out of it.  The film was projected in different parts of Mauritius at that time.  From there, discussions took place for the mounting of courses in Film making.

The matter was taken further and following a Government decision  in February 2009, the MGI was given responsibility to mount courses in Scriptwriting and in Acting Essentials in collaboration with Mauritius Film Development Corporation as a means to create a pool of qualified persons whom Mauritius Film Development Corporation could call upon to assist as potential actors or/and scriptwriters.

 

The MGI being an awarding body, developed syllabi for the Certificate Course in Acting Essentials Levels I, II & III and Certificate Course in Scriptwriting Level I.

It is gratifying to note that a first batch of 38 students enrolled for the Certificate Course in Acting Essentials in May 2009 and completed Level I in October 2009.  They have now completed Level II and will pursue further studies leading to Level III.

On the other hand, 50 students followed the Certificate Course in Scriptwriting Level I and they will be admitted to Level II very soon.

Acting and film studies provide opportunities for promising actors to develop their talents and skills.  Those who dream to create a niche for themselves in the field of cinema will definitely be interested to pursue their studies by choosing the courses offered by MGI in collaboration with MFDC.  They may also wish to enroll for other courses of MGI such as in Vocal or Dance which will enhance their skills for better emotional expressiveness and for enacting purposes.

I congratulate the students, their teachers, the MGI & MFDC for the initiative and I wish the students good luck in this new enterprise.

Thank you.

