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Speech of Hon. Dr Vasant K. Bunwaree, 

Minister of Education and Human Resources

Meeting with Laureates

Venue : MGI Auditorium, Moka

Date: Tuesday 22 February at 14.00 hrs

The Supervising Officer, Ministry of Education & Human Resources The Chairman, Mahatma Gandhi Institute
Rectors 

Parents and Laureates 

Distinguished Guests

Ladies and gentlemen

It’s a matter of pride and joy for all of us as we gather here this afternoon to celebrate the well deserved success of our laureates and those ranked immediately after.  Meeting those who have given the very best of themselves in the examinations and who are now planning to step into the world  of higher academic pursuits has now become a ritual.

It is an opportunity to both congratulate you as well as demonstrate our utmost pride in your achievements.  Indeed, dear students what you have done is highly meritorious in more ways than one.  Achieving success in any exam is not an easy task. Coming out amongst the most deserving, needs to be commended, for I am sure you had to make a lot of sacrifices and put in hard work. 
Obviously, as a medical practioner, it is my earnest hope that your unflagging efforts towards striving for excellence was not at the expense of healthy living and your personal wellness.  

I have always advocated in favour of an environment and way of life conducive to healthy living. Accordingly, I trust that you had not put aside your active participation in co and extracurricular activities that my Ministry has formalized and introduced in our schools.  After all, the adage of “mens sana in corpore sano” that is, a healthy mind in a healthy body holds good at all times.
Let me also extend my congratulations to all parents. The success of your wards, Ladies and Gentlemen, cannot be dissociated from the sacrifice, support and efforts which you also had to put in.  On the other hand, I would also wish to place on record the inputs of all educators and Heads of Schools who have made this possible.  I know that they have been working very hard to help you, students, achieve success. 
May I, at this conjecture, express my special thought to all those who, for diverse reasons, have not succeeded in their examinations.  They may not be here but I would advise them to engage in a self introspection and realize that while academic success is important, it is not everything in life.  There will be other pathways for them to achieve success at different levels.   
Apres tout, il faut non seulement, savoir réussir dans sa vie, mais aussi et surtout réussir SA VIE.
Dear students, the results of the 2010 HSC examinations in which you all took part have been revealing in many respects:

1. First of all, the number of candidates examined has increased from 9,490 in 2009 to 9,747 in 2010.  This shows that, with the efforts of all stakeholders, there are less drop outs after School Certificate among our children.  This augurs well for our drive to make of Mauritius a knowledge hub and increase the Gross Tertiary Enrolment Rate to above 70% by 2015.
2. 52 out of 116 schools have achieved a pass rate of above 80%.  This in itself is a good sign.  Nevertheless, I believe that more attention will have to be provided to the 22 or so schools that have recorded less than 60% pass rate.

3. For the first time in its short story, Rabindranath Tagore Secondary School has been able to produce 2 laureates.  
The school can certainly boast itself of these students as being ‘home grown’.  
Obviously, all these positive attempts, I would wish them to be fully sustained over the years. 
It is my wish that other regional schools that have already shown that they have their potential to do well, do figure on the honours board in the future and starting from this very year.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As you are aware, my Ministry has embarked on a series of reforms at all levels to be in line with globalization and new trends in education, in order to be more responsive to the needs of the nation and of its population.  As a result, we have spelt out a series of proposals to be implemented in the years to come in our Education and Human Resources Strategic Plan.

Dear students, let me mention those that are crucially of importance to you and your peers who are still at school and want to be where you are today. 

As announced earlier in the Budget Speech, my Ministry is embarking on a review of the ‘Laureate System’ as we know it today.  We are working on a series of proposals to make the laureate system more in line with the Mauritian reality and more socially acceptable. 
While the present Laureate system based on performance and merit will be maintained, the Additional Laureate Scheme will be reviewed.  The number of scholarships will be increased to 30 as opposed to the current 12.  Access to such scholarships will be considered both on merit and on social criteria, that is a number of students ranked after the laureates will now be able to secure a scholarship to pursue higher studies. 
This will undoubtedly bring greater equity and social justice. 
Indeed, it has been rightly pointed out that there is a number of barriers to learning and development, barriers that can negatively affect performance at school. 

These barriers can be pedagogical when untrained teachers provide inadequate support

Or, they can be physical (by virtue of cognitive or sensory problems).

Or again societal and economic, when poverty acts as a stumbling block.
Well, it is precisely to ensure that poverty is no impediment that social merit is becoming a major criterion in the provision of scholarships. In fact, the decisions we are taking today are very much certain to impact on and affect all aspects of our economy and society both in the medium and long term.
Details of this new laureate scheme are still being worked out by my Ministry.  

Again, in keeping with our goal to reform the secondary subsector, we have introduced new pathways for our students of Lower VI. Now students need only 3 credits to be able to progress to Form VI while at the same time improving their SC results.  The new pathways will allow students to study a larger number of subjects and to improve the internal efficiency of the system.
Dear students, we have to face a harsh reality.  Most of our laureates do not return to serve their country for five years despite the bond that they enter into with Government.  I’ll give you some figures:

Between 2000 and 2005, we have had 180 laureates proclaimed. Of these, to date only 15 have returned to the country. Some 142 so far are still abroad - or worse, many even untraceable!!  Again, up to now, only 28 have made good the bond. 
This is unacceptable. But we are not there to punish people. Rather we want them to help in furthering the development of the country and make it reach new heights. We would thus like to reverse the trend.  We have often been told by parents that their wards do wish to return to Mauritius but that they do not find the jobs that are commensurate with their newly acquired qualifications. 

Government will shortly come up with a scheme whereby the laureate will be offered a guaranteed job on his return to Mauritius.  The duration of the bond is also been looked into.  Our objective is obviously to ensure that the country reaps the fruits of its investment while at the same time giving the opportunity to the laureate to acquire work experience.   
Undeniably you are our best assets and being a laureate is recognition of that fact.  I wish that you become capable and enthusiastic ambassadors of our motherland while you undergo your studies and you help keep our Mauritian flag high on the post with pride and dignity. 
I have a vision for our country, which is to boost the quality of our education and we shall not succeed if we do not have our intelligentsia with us. 
We need you to contribute to the economic and social development of Mauritius in the face of fierce international competition. 
We want you to meet the challenge of turning information into meaningful knowledge.  Above all, we expect you to arm yourselves with the relevant new “skills sets” that, changes in the global economy have necessitated. And these new skills pertain to creativity, innovation, critical thinking, problem solving and, especially, decision-making.

That is why I am making a special appeal to all of you to put your newly acquired skills at the disposal of your country and to boost our pool of intelligentsia.  You should never forget that your ‘motherland needs you’ and you have to answer to this call.
Before ending, I would like to congratulate you all on your success and wish you the best in your future studies and career.
Thank you for your attention.

