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Speech of Hon. Dr Vasant K. Bunwaree, 

Minister of Education and Human Resources

On the occasion of the Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Friendship College Boys

Date: Monday 31 January at 9.45 hrs
Mr Harris Bachwa, Rector, Friendship College Boys
The President of the PTA

Dear Parents, Staff and Students

I have the honour and priviledge to be here today to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the FRIENDSHIP COLLEGE.
In 1961  the visionary, Mr Ramchurn Coomar BACHWA, MSK, founded the Friendship College and started with 100 students, boys and girls, in rented buildings in Goodlands.  His relentless effort, sustained perseverance, financial investment coupled with the interest of the people of Goodlands and surrounding villages in the education of their children saw the growth of the school as an  important player in the field of education as we see it to-day. 
We must not forget that Education had a meeting with history in 1977 when the Father of the Nation, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam offered free education at all levels.  The Friendship College did not hesitate even for a split second and offered the Father of the Nation its unconditional support in this endeavour. 

Friendship College has strived hard from 1961 to date.  The college has to-day an impressive school building with all facilities including 1 football playground, 1 basket ball and 4 Volleyball pitches which are in line with the healthy development of our youth of tomorrow.  

Moreover, the Friendship College has given excellent performances by winning most of the regional football and volleyball tournaments as well as in Athletics.  This reminds me of athletes like Ashok Hurree, Steeve Curpanen, Neelam Lukhoo and a host of others.
The school’s academic performance is equally remarkable.  The school’s management has spared no effort to broaden the curriculum: today the college run classes up to HSC in Sciences and Economics and Accounts.
The Government of Mauritius, under the leadership of the Right Hon. Prime Minister Dr Navinchandra Ramgoolam, has at heart the education of our youths of today and tomorrow.  It is in this spirit that my Ministry has embarked in Education Reform which is outlined in the EHRP 2008-2020.  The Reform is geared towards empowering our learners the skills, competencies and aptitudes to meet the local, national and international challenges, both in the context of globalization and a better tomorrow.
Some examples of Reforms which have been initiated albeit on pilot basis and in collaboration with Private Schools in 2010:
· National Assessment in Form III

· Broadening of Curricular-Base – 21st Century Science

· Review of Scholarship Scheme

· PE as an examinable subject

· Introduction of Travel and Tourism

This demonstrates our commitment to the nation.  
This is a great day in the life of this school and I want to terminate by wishing to the Management, Staff and pupils of Friendship College full of success, prosperity and a bright future. 

