	 

	Consultant from SADC Regional Land Reform Technical Support Facility in Mauritius
GIS - October 26: Professor Sam Moyo from the SADC Regional Land Reform Technical Support Facility (SRLRTSF) is presently in Mauritius on a two-day visit for consultation on critical land issues that the support facility will be called upon to address.
The SRLRTSF has been established because of the critical importance of land as a resource for economic development and poverty reduction and its critical role in achieving sustainable food security in the SADC region. The support facility is not yet operational but is in the process of developing detailed documents for the four main areas of focus that will form the basis for its outputs and activities: policy formulation and implementation support, capacity building, information and communication, and research. It will aim at providing resources for Member States of the SADC to call upon when developing or implementing their land and agrarian reforms policies or programmes to address national development priorities.
As such, Professor Moyo who is from the African Institute for Agrarian Studies in Zimbabwe and is working on the elaboration of the component on policy formulation and implementation support, met the Ministry of Housing and Lands, Mr Asraf Dulull yesterday.
The meeting focussed on priority land issues in Mauritius as well as other topics relating to the establishment and implementation of the SRLRTSF such as the management structure, personnel and financial requirements, collaboration with other institutions, among others.
Minister Dulull highlighted the country's commitment and need to promote land reform. He expressed the wish to see big developments in the agro-based industry as “the SADC countries need to attain self-sufficiency in food supply” and hoped for more mobility of residents of SADC countries.
During the two-day visit of Professor Moyo, discussions with various stakeholders - Registrar General, Chief Government Valuer, Mauritius Sugar Authority, Mauritius Chamber of Agriculture, Mauritius Research Council, University of Mauritius, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), State Land Development Co Ltd (SLDC) and Sugar Investment Trust (SIT) - are also expected.
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