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Creation of the Fashion and DesignHon R. Jeetah met Students and Staff
Institute of the Textile Technology Department
of the UOM

Government has created a Fashion and Design Instiftahe context of the establishment of the Fashion an
(FDI) to provide invaluable support, particularly to thpesign institute (FDI), Dr the Hon R.Jeetah had a meetin
textile and clothing industry with a view to transforming ién 21 May 2008 with the students and staff of the Textile
into a fashion industry and to put Mauritius on the map Péchnology Department of University of Mauritius . He
the fashion world. The FDI will integrate tiepartment of assured the staff that nobody will be laid off and that the
Textile Technology of the University of Mauritius, thevill be employed on terms and conditions not less
School of Design of the Industrial and Vocational Trainifgvourable than those obtainable in their curren
Board and the Textile and Apparel Development Centregfiployment. The students were given assurance to tl
Enterprise Mauritius. This merger would provide a stronggffect that they would continue their courses on the sarr
resource base, greater synergy and create a more condugiv@s and conditions. He also gave a brief overview of th
environment for the evolution of a fashion industry ifbles of the new institute. Following a request from the
Mauritius. students, the Minister offered a scholarship to the be:
student to attend the next Milan fashion show.
The FDI would provide academic courses ranging from

Higher National Diploma in design, fashion accessories a
jewellery design to bachel |p|§t$r& ‘Jegt@p lgqoa Zli\rgetngbregs
in fashion design and other related areas. The Institute WBMES Delegatlon to Reunion Island
apart from its academic activities, provide businessnted Dr the Hon R.Jeetah led a delegation of 77 SMEs, fror
services such as consultancy services to the manufactukiagous sectors o0 parti ci pate in t
sector, applied research in materials and prodiMtaur i ci enneodo i n 2Re31Mdy2008 | s
development on a demairdftiven basis, incubator servicesThis event has enabled the SMEs to explore busine
to promote entrepreneurship in fashion and design, fashagportunities. Around 800 buyers visited the event an
intelligence and a permanent display centre for fashion at600 business contacts were established while orders
design. over Rs 6 m were received. Similar events are in th
pipeline for the next financial year 20@809.

Dr. the Hon. R. Jeetah seized the opportunity to enhan:
trade and economic cooperation between the two countri
and to discuss possibilities of joint ventures with Reuniol
Authorities, particularly on food and energy security. The
modalities for joint ventures in milk production and in
wheat and rice cultivation in Madagascar and Mozambiqu
are currently being worked out by both the Reunion an
Mauritian Authorities. The Reunion Authorities have
agreed to provide technical assistance to Mauritius in tf
implementation of the photovoltaic project.



