PRESS CONFERENCE

by

Hon. Mahendra Gowressoo
Minister of Arts & Culture

In connection with 


National Day Celebrations 2008 
(40th Anniversary of Independence and 16th Anniversary of the Republic of Mauritius)

Date
:
Tuesday 19 February 2008

Venue
:
Champ de Mars (Tarmac)

Time
:
11.00 hrs

· H.E. Mr Gao Yuchen, Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China
· Excellencies and Members of the Diplomatic Corps
· The Lord Mayor and Mayors 

· Presidents of District Councils

· Representatives of Ministries & Departments

· All our stakeholders

· Members of the Press

· Honoured Guests

· Ladies and Gentlemen


It is a pleasure to welcome you all here at Champ de Mars this morning for a Press Conference in connection with the National Day Celebrations 2008.  This year we are celebrating the 40th Anniversary of Independence of the Republic of Mauritius.  I thank you all for your kind presence.

I can proudly say that the celebrations will be a major historic event of a very high standard and will be different from the past celebrations.  


To celebrate this historical event, Government appealled to different stakeholders for their support and collaboration.  I am glad to say that they responded positively.  I must thank you, your Excellencies, all Sponsors and each and everyone who is giving a helping hand in the organization of this great event.


4o years is a crucial turning point in the life of a country.  Like the saying goes “La vie commence à 40 ans”.  The celebrations surrounding this memorable occasion is going to be as coulourful as the nation itself.
1.
THEME & LOGO 
Following Government decision in 2006, the theme ‘Nou 
Pays Nou Fierté’ is being used since 2006 and will Continue
to be used for the National Day Celebrations up to 2010.


The figure “40 ans” has been inserted to give more focus on the celebration of the 40th Anniversary of our Independence.


The Launching Ceremony will be held at the Municipality of Quatre Bornes on Friday 7 March 2008 as from 13.00 hrs 


The programme will begin with a huge défilé starting at Guy Rozement Stadium, Quatre Bornes to proceed to the Municipality of Quatre Bornes which will be followed by a cultural programme which will include the following artists: -
	· J. Alain Résidu 

	· Group Latanier

	· Quawali songs

	· Nalini Dance Group 

	· Alain Auriant 

	· Groupe Sakili  from Cité Kennedy 

	· Magic Show  by  Ravi  Jadougar

	· Mamie Clown and Team 

	· Doushan Seetohul

	· Ming Tek Centre 

	· Evolozik

	· Jhonny B  & Les B Brothers 

	· Sona Noyan + Basant Soopall 

	· Défilé de mode (H.E.A.T Agency) 

	· OSB (Othentik Street Brothers)



This kick off will be followed by other regional celebrations organized by Municipalities and District Councils.
2.
OFFICIAL CEREMONY AND CULTURAL SHOW

The main event, that is the official ceremony will be held at Champ de Mars, on 12 March from 17.30 hrs to 19.45 hrs and will be followed by a cultural show.

The official ceremony will consist of the following items: -

· Pledge to the nation by 16 Youths
· March past by Disciplined Forces (Police, SMF, Helicopter, etc…)
· March past by uniformed organizations (Red Cross, Girls Guide, Fellowship first Aiders etc…)
· Flag Raising Ceremony at 18 00 hrs followed by gun salute

· Défilé on Historical and Economic Evolution depicting the different stages from discovery of Mauritius today.
Popular Show

· The Popular show is being organized in an exceptional manner as it will be an all night concert and will be called the “All Night Independence Live Concert”.

Top local and international artists will participate in the show, namely: -

· Nalini Dance Group

· China Cultural Centre

· Laurent Sournois

· OSB Crew

· Bhojpuri Baja Baje Boys

· Quawali (Idriss Lallmohamed)

· Group Latanier

· Michel Legris/Linzy Bacbotte/Jean Claude Gaspard

· Groupe Tambour Chagos

· Edouard Doyal (Rodrigues)

· Zenfan Ocean (Agalega)


Our foreign international artists are from: -
· China

-
Pop Music & Dance Group

· Egypt

-
Belly Dance Group

· France

-
The After Beat (Beatles Band)

· India

-
Neeraj Shridhar & Bombay Vikings)

· Madagascar
-
Modern Dance Group

· Pakistan
-
Atif Aslam

· Reunion
-
Ziskakan & Baster

· UK

-
Bobby Kray


The artists are from different countries with which we have friendly relations.


A firework display “du jamais vu” in Mauritius will be held at 19.45 hrs.  I once again thank the Government of the People’s Republic of China who has sponsored the firework display and for having donated 200,000 large national flags which will be distributed freely to the population.

Another activity to mark the 40th anniversary of our independence is the Independence Race.  The Mauritius Turf Club has agreed that the first race of the first horse race meeting of this season will be called the “40th Anniversary Independence Cup”.  The Prize Giving Ceremony will be held the same day and my Ministry will provide a Souvenir Cup to the wining stable and Jockey.


For further details and information, members of the press will be provided with a detailed programme of activities.  You may also seek interviews related to the event with excellencies present.


The show is expected to end early morning the next day.


I now have the pleasure to announce the different activities and would like to express myself in creole:
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