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the MAURITIUS DECLARATION on PREPARATIONS FOR EPA NEGOTIATIONS

the mauritius declaration on PREPARATIONS FOR 

EPA NEGOTIATIONS
We, the Ministers of the Member States of the African Union (AU), have met at the First Ordinary Session of the Conference of AU Ministers of Trade, Specialised Committee on Trade, Customs and Immigration in Grand Baie, the Republic of Mauritius on 19-20 June 2003 to, inter alia, take stock of progress made under Phase I of the EPA negotiations with the EU and preparations for Phase II.

Noting that the majority of AU Member States are also ACP States.

Recognising that the gradual and harmonious integration of AU Member States into the world economy is an important avenue for achieving our collective goal, as also enshrined in the Abuja Treaty, the AU Constitutive Act and NEPAD.

Noting that the Cotonou Agreement is a framework for ACP-EU relations with a view to promoting sustainable development of ACP, particularly African ACP States, with a view to eradicating poverty.

Taking account of the ACP Guidelines for the negotiation of EPAs as adopted by the ACP Council of Ministers in June 2002.

Emphasizing that EPA negotiations should be consistent with the broad aims and objectives set out in the Constitutive Act of the African Union wherein continental integration would be achieved with the various RECs as building blocks.

Reaffirming that the African Union and the RECs constitute the institutional framework for African sustainable development and its integration into the world economy.

Deeply concerned about the lack of clear and demonstrable results so far from Phase I of the EPA negotiations.

Hereby:

1. REITERATE the importance of the unity and solidarity of the ACP Group in this process.

2. REAFFIRM the full and effective maintenance of the Lome/Cotonou acquis and to ensure that no country comes out worse off as a result of EPA negotiations.  

3. REITERATE the need for the successful conclusion of phase I negotiations, given the importance of a foundation and framework for phase II negotiation which could begin in September 2003, be incorporated in an ACP-EU Agreement covering the principles and objectives of the EPAs, as well as issues of common interest to all ACP States. 
4. URGE the ACP and the EU to expedite the negotiation process so as to address all outstanding issues under phase I negotiations.

5. REITERATE that the new trading arrangements should be development-oriented and promote the sustainable development of African/ACP States, contribute to poverty eradication and facilitate their smooth integration into the world economy with due regard to their political choices and development priorities.

6. URGE the effective and entire implementation of the provisions of Article 37.3 of the Cotonou Agreement which stipulates that the “preparatory period shall also be used for capacity-building in the public and private sectors of ACP countries, including measures to enhance competitiveness, for strengthening of regional organizations and for support to regional trade integration initiatives, where appropriate with assistance to budgetary adjustment and fiscal reform, as well as for infrastructure upgrading and development, and for investment promotion.”

7. To this end, CALL on the EU to commit commensurate resources, additional to EDF, which are directly and swiftly available to ACP States as a budgetary support through a fast track disbursement regime. 

8. REAFFIRM that EPAs, should facilitate the implementation of regional integration initiatives in Africa and ensure coherence and consistency between the integration process in Africa including NEPAD and the AU.  Consequently the EPA should be underpinned by the principle of sequencing, with ACP and African integration initiatives taking precedence.

9. CALL ON the EU for an enhanced cooperation with the ACP States for proactive and concerted actions at the WTO Doha Development Agenda (DDA) negotiations to achieve development friendly WTO rules which take due account of the level of development of ACP States and the vulnerability of LDCs; small, landlocked and island countries and enhance their capacity to smoothly integrate into the world economy.

10. EMPHASISE the need to build AU States negotiating capacity and facilitate the completion of National Sustainability Impact Assessment Studies (SIAS) through the creation of a quick disbursement mechanism for the resources already allocated for the purposes. 

11. EMPHASISE the need for more effective co-ordination between AU Member States, Permanent Missions in Brussels, Geneva and Addis Ababa.

12. EMPHASISE that the AU has an important role to play in the EPA negotiation process and, therefore, agree to the urgent implementation of the programme to re-inforce the AU Office in Brussels and the enhancement of the capacity of the AU Commission to play a coordinating and monitoring role and provide technical support in the negotiations. 

13. WELCOME the Everything But Arms (EBA) initiative of the EU which recognises the special circumstances of the LDCs.

14. DECIDE to transmit this Declaration to the Second Ordinary Session of the AU Assembly, the European Commission, the ACP Group, and the RECs.

Done in Grand Baie, Mauritius on 20 June 2003
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