National Invasive Species

Arvin Boolell calls for a coherent and pragmatic strategy

Dr. the Honourable Arvin Boolell, Minister of Agro Industry & Fisheries inaugurated the Workshop on the “Development of a National Invasive Alien Species Strategy for the Republic of Mauritius”, on Wednesday 28 November 2007, at the Gold Crest Hotel, Quatre Bornes.

He reiterated his conviction that war must be waged against invasive non-endemic species, the Invasive Alien Species (IAS), that endanger our flora and fauna. He stated the recent case of the African Swine Fever, and urged for more vigilance at the seaport and the airport. He also called for a coherent strategy to be adopted in view of the fight against IAS.

In Mauritius, as well as in other small islands developing states, IAS represents the biggest threat to native biodiversity.  IAS costs the economy of Mauritius millions of rupees annually.

There are around 40 species of introduced vertebrates naturalized in Mauritius and 17 in Rodrigues.  With regard to invertebrates i.e., insects, reptiles and snails, it is noted that of the 22 significant species that entered Mauritius during the late 20th Century, 14 have arrived since 1975.  Since 1974 introduced diseases affecting 16 crops of economic importance have been detected.

Between 1700 and 2000 introduced plant species have been recorded in Mauritius.  Many are serious pests to our native biodiversity and 65 introduced plants have been identified as being serious pests to sugar cane.  23 fresh water and 12 marine introductions were recorded.

To prevent the entry and control of IAS in Mauritius, the Ministry of Agro Industry and Fisheries has taken various measures namely:-

 (i).
The setting up of a Quarantine Service (now known as the National Plant Protection Office);

(ii).
The updating of our legislation (the Plant Act of 1976 was revised to that of the Plant Protection Act 2006 in conformity with International Plant Protection Convention);

(iii).
24 hour quarantine service at the two ports of entry (Plaisance Airport and Port Louis Harbour);

(iv).
The incineration of aircraft refuse and material confiscated;

(v).
The setting up of a Pest and Surveillance Unit;

(vi).
The annual Protocol between Reunion and Mauritius whereby strict measures are being enforced to prevent the entry of the white grub in the country;

(vii).
In the agricultural sector, a “black list” or regulated list of species deemed to be a risk to Mauritius has been produced as a schedule under the Plant Protection Act 2006;

(viii).
The integrated pest programme for the control of pests such as the melon fruit fly and diamond back moth in crucifers is being carried out; and

(ix).
Biological control measures have been initiated for some of the most serious agricultural pests (e.g. the spiraling whitefly, coconut beetle), amongst others.

It is worth noting that the oriental fruit fly was successfully eradicated in Mauritius in 1999 following its detection in 1996.

Moreover, all the Northern islets of Mauritius have been cleared of rodents and feral cats (e.g. Gunner’s Quoin, Flat and Gabriel).  These rat free islets are currently being used for the reintroduction of Round Island and Ilot Vacoas reptiles under the supervision of an expert Dr. Nick Cole through a Darwin Funded Project.

The Ministry of Agro Industry and Fisheries is currently considering proposals, in the amendment of the Wildlife and National Parks Act, so as to address the issue of introduction of reptile pets in Mauritius that can possibly have devastating effects to our local fauna and flora.

