COMMUNIQUÉ
MINISTRY OF AGRO INDUSTRY & FISHERIES
Recruitment of a Seed Bank Technician and a Seed Bank Assistant for the Native Plants of Mauritius


In view of setting up a seed banking facility in Mauritius, replicated in the U.K, for 300 of our native and endemic plant species and also to help developing methods for germination of seeds, including germination of the most difficult and rarest species in Mauritius, the National Parks & Conservation Service of the Ministry of Agro Industry & Fisheries is recruiting one Seed Bank Technician and one Seed Bank Assistant for the native plants of Mauritius.

2.
Main Duties & Qualifications
(i)
Seed Bank Technician
· Setting up and running of a new seed banking facility in Mauritius;

· Planning and executing regular field work, for the collection of seed from 300 species of Mauritian plants, with up to 5 replicates populations per species;

· Collection and preparation of specimens for the seedbank and herbarium collection in Mauritius as per project protocol, including dispatch of duplicated material to the U.K;

· Update and maintain the project’s database.


Project staff will receive training in

· Herbarium specimen preservation techniques

· Mauritian plant taxanomy

· Seed collection and processing at the Millenium Seed Bank (UK)


Minimum Qualifications

A


An undergraduate degree in Biology, Agriculture, Ecology or a related subject, and relevant experience of working in the forests of Mauritius and Rodrigues


B


If suitable candidates to A cannot be found, five years experience in active plant conservation work, preferably in Mauritius and Rodrigues may be considered.

.
Skills and Interests required


Spoken and written English


Proven fieldwork experience, in all weathers


Ability to work independently, both in the field and in the laboratory


Ability to take responsibility to organize and run projects


Ability to collaborate with plant conservation stakeholders for collection of material


Ability to meet deadlines, and to produce quarterly progress reports


Ability to use computers, carry out data input, and use databases


Commitment to conservation


A higher degree in the field of plant taxonomy, seed banking and herbarium techniques, prior knowledge of the flora of Mauritius and a valid driving licence would constitute an advantage.

(ii)
Seed Bank Assistant
· Planning and executing regular field work, for the collection of seed from 300 species of Mauritian plants, with up to 5 replicates populations per species;

· Collection and preparation of specimens for the seed-bank and herbarium collection in Mauritius as per project protocol, including dispatch of duplicated material to the U.K;

· Update and maintain the project’s database.


The assistant will receive training in

· Herbarium specimen preservation techniques

· Mauritian plant taxanomy

· Seed storage for plant conservation at a course in Mauritius


Minimum Qualifications

A


A diploma in Biology, Agriculture, Ecology or a related subject, and relevant experience of working in the forests of Mauritius and Rodrigues


B


If suitable candidates to A cannot be found, three years experience in active plant conservation work, preferably in Mauritius and Rodrigues.

.
Skills and Interests required


Spoken and written English


Proven fieldwork experience, in all weathers


Ability to work independently, both in the field and in the laboratory


Ability to work systematically


Ability to use computers and carry out data input


Commitment to conservation


Relevant experience in the field of plant taxonomy, seed banking and herbarium techniques, prior knowledge of the flora of Mauritius and a valid driving licence would constitute an advantage.

3.
The posts are restricted to Mauritian Nationals.

4.
Duration of Contract - Two and a half years, starting from January 2007.

5.
Salary

The selected candidates will be paid a flat monthly salary as follows:

(i)
Seed Bank Technician
-  MRU Rs15,000.00 monthly

(ii)
Seed Bank Assistant
-  MRU Rs12,000.00 monthly

6.
The Terms of Reference of the Assignment may be obtained from the Director of the National Parks & Conservation Service (tel. no. 464 2993) or may be downloaded from the website of the Ministry at http.//agriculture.gov.mu

7.
Applications (including full C.V.) in sealed separate envelope clearly marked “Seed Bank Technician” and “Seed Bank Assistant” should be sent to the Director, National Parks & Conservation Services, Ministry of Agro Industry & Fisheries, Réduit not later than Tuesday 26 December 2006 up to 16.00 hours.  Applications received after the closing date and time will not be considered.

8.
The Ministry reserves the right:

(a)
to accept or reject any application;

(b)
to annul the selection process and reject all applications at any time prior to selection, without thereby incurring:

(i)
any liability towards any applicant; or

(ii)
any obligation to inform any applicant of the grounds for the Ministry’s action.
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