PART I - FOOD COMPOSITION AND LABELLING

3.
Labelling requirements of pre-packed food



No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or sell any pre-packed food unless there is on the package a label conspicuously showing the following particulars in English or French -

(a)
the name of the food, which shall reflect the true nature of the food contained therein and the label shall mention in particular whether any substance has been added or abstracted from the food;

(b)
where the food contains edible fat or edible oil, the name of the edible fat or edible oil together with the common name of the animal or vegetable from which such fat or oil is derived;

(c)
the list of the ingredients present in the food in decreasing order of mass or 

percentage;

(d)
the country of origin;

(e)
the name and address of the manufacturer or packer;

(f) in the case of mixed or blended food, words which indicate that the 

      contents are mixed or blended, and such words shall be conjoined with the name of 

the food in capital lettering;

(g)   
where the food contains alcohol, a statement as to the presence in that food of    

such alcohol in capital lettering;

(h)   
where the food contains food additive, the chemical, common name, EEC Serial 

No. and type of the food additive;

(i)  
any special storage conditions or conditions of use, as well as the expiry date,      


except for food mentioned in the First Schedule ;



(j)
expiry date as well as the date of manufacture which shall be printed on the label



or embossed on the container;


(k)
the lot identification which shall be printed on the label or embossed in code or in



clear on the container to identify the lot;


(l)
the designation "treated with ionizing radiation", if the food has been so treated;


(m)
the designation that the food has been obtained as result of genetic modification or that the food contains any ingredient that is genetically modified, if that is the case;


(n)
the net weight or volume of the food;

(o)
where the food contains beef or pork, or its derivatives or lard, a statement 

as to the presence in that food of such beef or pork, or its derivatives or lard;

(p) 
where the food contains edible gelatin, a statement as to the presence in that food of such gelatin and the common name of the animal from which the gelatin is obtained.

(q)
where a claim is made as to the presence in that food of any vitamin or 


mineral or amino acid, a statement setting out in the case of -



(i)
vitamin, the quantity of each vitamin in International Units or 

milligrams;



(ii)
mineral, the quantity of each mineral in parts per cent or 

milligrams; or



(iii)
amino acid, the quantity of each amino acid in milligrams present in a stated quantity of food.

(r)
where the label attached to a food contains an expression or vignette or a 



picture indicating or implying the nature of the food, it shall be a true 



indication of the food contained in the package.

4.
Food for which no standard is prescribed

Where no standard has been expressly prescribed in these regulations in relation to a particular food, the label on the package of that food shall not describe or present that food in a manner, by a name or with a pictorial suggesting a comparison with another food for which a standard has been prescribed in these regulations.

5.        Food with decrease sodium content


No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or sell any food whose sodium content has been decreased or eliminated, unless the label on the package of the food bears the appropriate terminology for the following quantitative standards in respect of element of sodium -


(a)
"Sodium free" 

- not more than 5 milligrams per 100 grams;


(b)
"Very low sodium" 
- not more than 35 milligrams per 100 grams;


(c)
"Low sodium" 
- not more than 140 milligrams per 100 grams;


(d)
"Reduced sodium" 
- processed to reduce the usual level of 







  sodium by 75 per cent;


(e)
"Unsalted" 

- processed without sodium chloride;


(f)
"No salt added" 
- should express the natural sodium content in 






   milligram per 100 grams.

6.         Low calorie food

(1)
No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or sell any food labelled -



(a)
"LOW CALORIE" unless the food contains not more than 40 calorie per 100 grams of food;

(b) "REDUCED CALORIE" unless the calorie content of the food is one third lower than the calorie content of the food to which it is compared; and

(c) "DIET" or "DIETIC PRODUCT" unless the product complies with the standards specified in paragraph (2).

(2) "DIET" or "DIETIC PRODUCT" shall -

(a) comply with the requirements for low or reduced calorie food; 

(b) be clearly described as being useful for special dietary purposes; and

(c) not make any claim to the effect that the food is guaranteed to maintain or reduce body weight.

7.
Substitution of trade mark for name of food


No person shall substitute the name of a food by a trade mark, brand name or fancy name.

8.
Authorisation to process pre-packed food


No person shall engage in the processing of any pre-packed food without the written authorisation of the Permanent Secretary.

9.
Expiry date of processed food and label tampering


No person shall -

(a) import, expose for sale, sell, or store any pre-packed food whose expiry date has lapsed;

(b) alter, obliterate, remove or forge the expiry date of  any pre-packed food; or


(c)
alter, obliterate, remove or forge any label of any pre-packed food.

10.
False claims on labels

No person shall make any false, misleading or deceptive claim on the label of a package of food, and any package of food so found shall, after certification by the Government Analyst, be seized and destroyed by an authorised officer.

11.
Packaging on retail premises
Where any food is packaged on retail premises and is offered, exposed or kept for sale in such a manner that the customer may himself select the packaged food -


(a)
every such package shall be sealed; and


(b)
where the package is of a transparent material, the label required by regulation 3 may be inserted inside the package.

12.
Exemption from regulation 3


The provisions of regulation 3 shall not apply to -

(a)
any package of food if the food is of the nature, quality, quantity, origin, or brand requested by the purchaser and weighed, counted or measured in the presence of the purchaser; or

(b)
any perishable cooked food ready for human consumption which is packaged on retail premises in response to a demand by a purchaser for a specified quantity of such food.

13. Powers of authorised officer

(1) An authorised officer may seize any food whose package does not comply with the labelling requirements of these regulations.

(2) Food seized under paragraph (1) may -

(a)   
be destroyed following the same procedure as specified in section 5 (2) (b)    

of the Food Act; or 



(b)
be otherwise disposed of as the Permanent Secretary deems appropriate.

14. Special labelling requirements

The provisions of the regulations in this part does not preclude the inclusion of special labelling requirements where the nature of the food so requires.

