PART XV - SPECIAL PURPOSE FOOD

172.     Definition

For the purposes of this part, 

"Child" means any person aged between 12 months and 3 years;

"Infant" means any person up to 12 months of age;

"Special Purpose Food" means -

(a) infant formula;

(b) canned food for an infant or a child;

(c) cereal-based food for an infant or a child;

(d) low energy food;

(e) formula dietary food; or 

(f) any other special purpose food approved by the Permanent Secretary.

173.
Prohibition

(1)
No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or sell


any special purpose food without the written approval of the Permanent Secretary.

(2)
No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or sell


any special purpose food bearing a label with the words 'sugarless' or 'sugar free' or any other word of similar import, where the special purpose food contains any carbohydrate.

174.
Definition of infant formula

Infant formula shall be a substitute for human milk for the feeding of infant but does not include unsweetened condensed milk or evaporated milk.

175. Specially processed infant formula

(1)
No person shall modify an infant formula which has been specially processed or formulated to satisfy particular dietary requirements as a result of physical or physiological conditions of disease, or disorder. 

(1) Where an infant formula is intended for infants with special nutritional requirements, there shall be written in the label of such food, the specific requirements for which that formula is to be used and the dietary property or properties attributed to such food.

(2) No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or sell -

(a) an infant formula which has been treated with ionising radiation; or

(b) an infant formula containing an ingredient which has been treated with ionising radiation.

176.
Infant formula and breast milk

No person shall -

(a) advertise or cause to be advertised any infant formula with any claims to the effect that the infant formula is superior to breast milk; and

(b) import, pack, store, offer for sale or sell any infant formula which bears a label claiming that the infant formula is superior to breast milk.

177.
Special labelling requirements for infant formula

(1)
No person shall import, manufacture, pack, store, offer for sale or sell any infant formula unless, in compliance with regulations 3, the label specifically mentions the following -


(a) the method of preparing the food, including a statement of the quantity of food directed to be used  in the preparation to be given to the infant;

(b) a statement suggesting the quantity of the prepared food to be given at one 

time, and the frequency at which such quantity  is to be given daily to the infant and  such a statement shall be provided for each month of age up to six months;

(c) any special storage instructions before and after the package has been 


opened;



(d)
the nature of the carbohydrate, if any,  present in the infant formula;

(e)
the amount of energy expressed in kilo-calorie or kilo-joule;



(f)
the amount of protein, carbohydrate, fat, vitamin, and mineral contents per 



100 grams of the food; and

(g) the expiry date, to which special attention shall be drawn.

(2) No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or sell an infant formula which does not include the nutrients specified in the First column of the Fifty-Second Schedule and at the levels specified in the Second and Third column of the Schedule. 

(3) (a)
No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or  

sell an infant formula which contains food additive other than those specified in column 1 of the Fifty-Third Schedule.

(b)
Where an infant formula contains a food additive specified in the First 

column of the Fifty-Third Schedule, the additive shall be at the maximum level specified in the Second column of the Schedule.

178.
Definition of canned food for an infant and a child


Canned food for an infant or a child shall be any wholesome food or mixture of wholesome food that is sold for feeding an infant or a child, but does not include infant formula or cereal based food for an infant or a child.

179.
Standards for canned food for an infant and a child

(1)
No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or sell any


canned food for an infant or a child in ready-to-eat form unless it complies with 


the standards specified in paragraph (2).


(2)
Canned food for an infant or a child in ready-to-eat form-

(a) shall be processed by heat so as to prevent spoilage, and packed in a


hermetically sealed can, jar or other container;



(b)
shall be homogenous or comminuted in the following forms -

(i) strained and containing small sized particles  which does not 


require chewing before being 
swallowed; or

(ii) non-strained and containing particles of a size that encourage 


chewing by infants or children; and



(c)
may contain sodium and the total sodium content of the product shall not 




exceed 1 gram per kilogram calculated on the ready-to-eat basis.

180.
Special labelling requirements for canned food for an infant and a child

(1)
No person shall import, manufacture pack, store, offer for sale or sell any canned food for an infant or a child unless, in compliance with regulation 3, the label specifically mentions the following -


(a) the words "STRAINED" or "NON-STRAINED", as the case may be, followed by the name of the food;

(b) the words "NOT TO BE GIVEN TO INFANTS UNDER 4 MONTHS OF AGE";

(c)
the common name of the animal or vegetable or plant from which the ingredient contained in the canned food is derived and its proportion;

(d)
the name of the food additives used in the canned food;



(e)
the amount of energy expressed in kilo-calories or kilo-joules;

(f)
the amount of protein, fat, carbohydrate, vitamin and mineral content per 100 grams of the food;

(g)
directions for preparation and use of the food;

(h)
instructions on storage before and after the package has been opened; and

(i)
the expiry date, to which special attention shall be drawn.

(2)
No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or sell a 

canned food for an infant or a child  which does not include the nutrients specified in the First column of the Fifty-Fourth Schedule and at the levels specified in the Second and Third column of the Schedule. 


(3)
(a)
No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or  

sell a canned food for an infant or a child which contains food additive other than those specified in column 1 of the Fifty-Fifth Schedule.

(b)
Where a canned food for an infant or a child contains a food additive specified in the First column of the Fifty-Fifth Schedule, the additive shall be at the maximum level specified in the Second column of the Schedule.

181.
Definition of cereal-based food for an infant or a child


Cereal-based food for an infant or a child shall be -

(a) food based on cereal, nut, legume or any combination of these with or without other wholesome food;


(b)
dry cereal, nut or legume or combination of these and flour derived from them, cooked or uncooked, and so fragmented as to permit dilution with water or milk;


(c)
rusk and biscuit prepared from cereal, nut or legume or a combination of these, and produced by a baking process and which may be consumed either directly or with the addition of water or milk; or


(d)
milk biscuit which is based on cereal, nut or legume or a combination of these and which may be consumed with milk.

182.
Standards for cereal-based food for an infant or a child

(1)
No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or sell any

cereal-based food for an infant or a child unless it complies with the standards specified in paragraph (2).

(2)
(a)
The total sodium content of cereal-based food for an infant or a child shall not exceed1.5 gram per kilogram on a ready-to-eat basis.

(b) The minimum content of protein in cereal-based food for an infant or a


child other than cereal-based food for infants and children to be taken with 


milk, shall not be less than 15% on a water-free basis, and the quality of 


the protein shall not be less than 70% of that of casein;



(c)
Where cereal-based food for infants and children is taken with 




milk, it shall contain not less than 6% of protein on a ready-to-




eat basis and the quality of the protein shall not be less than 




70% of that of casein.



(d)
No cereal-based food for infants and children and no ingredients 




used in the manufacture of such food shall have been treated 




with ionizing radiation.

183.
Special labelling requirements for cereal-based food

(1) No person shall import, manufacture, pack, store, offer for sale or sell any cereal-

based food for an infant or a child unless, in compliance with regulation 3, the label specifically mentions the following -




(a)
the words "NOT TO BE GIVEN TO AN INFANT UNDER 4 MONTHS OF AGE";



(b)
the words "CEREAL-BASED FOOD FOR AN INFANT OR A CHILD";



(c)
the common name of the cereal, and its proportion;



(d)
the form of the cereal-based food including "cereal for an infant or a child", "rusk for an infant or a child", "biscuit" or "milk biscuit for an infant or a child";



(e)
the name of the food additive used;



(f)
the ingredients used and their respective proportions;



(g)
the amount of energy expressed in kilo-calories and 
kilo-joules;


(h)
the amount of protein, fat, carbohydrate, vitamin and mineral content per 100 grams of the food;



(i)
directions for preparation and use of the food;



(j)
instructions on storage before and after the package has been opened; and



(k)
the expiry date, to which special attention shall be drawn.

(2)
No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or sell a 

cereal-based food for an infant or a child which does not include the nutrients 

specified in the First column of the Fifty-Fourth Schedule  and at the levels specified 

in the Second and Third column of the Schedule. 


(3)
(a)
No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or  

sell a cereal-based food for an infant or a child which contains food additive other than those specified in column 1 of the Fifty-Sixth Schedule.


(b)
Where a cereal-based food for an infant or a child contains a food additive 

specified in the First column of the Fifty-Sixth Schedule, the additive shall be at the maximum level specified in the Second column of the Schedule.

184.
Definition of low energy food



Low energy food -


(a)
shall be a special food for persons requiring a restricted energy diet; and

(b)
shall not have a total energy value exceeding that prescribed in Fifth-Seventh Schedule in respect of that food. 

185.
Special labelling requirements for low energy food 


No person shall import, manufacture, pack, store, offer for sale or sell any low energy food for an infant or a child unless, in compliance with regulation 3, the label specifically mentions the following -



(a)
the words "LOW ENERGY FOOD";


(b)
the total weight and separate percentages of carbohydrates, protein, and fat in the package;


(c)
the total energy value of the food in the package, or in each 100 grams of the food or where the food is in liquid form, in each 100 ml;


(d)
details of the claim on which special suitability is based;


(e)
an indication that the use of such low energy foods requires medical advice 

or supervision or as recommended by a dietician; and


(f)
the expiry date, to which special attention shall be drawn.

186.
Definition of formula dietary food

Formula dietary food -


(a)
shall be food that is sold for consumption by an invalid or a person requiring a special diet but does not include bread or flour; and


(b)
shall be food sold, under medical advice, medical supervision or as recommended by a dietician, for consumption by a person suffering from a specific physical or physiological condition.

187.
Special labelling requirements for formula dietary food



No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or sell any formula dietary food unless, in compliance with regulation 3, the label specifically mentions the following -



(a)
the words "FORMULA DIETARY FOOD";


(b)
a statement of the quantity of the food to be consumed in one day;


(c)
a statement of the energy yield, expressed in kilo-calorie or 
kilo-joule, of that quantity of the food;


(d)
the proportion of protein, fat, and carbohydrate in the food; and


(e)
an indication that the use of such formula dietary food requires medical advice, medical supervision or as recommended by a dietician.

188.
Dietary food


No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store or offer for sale or sell food as -

(a) reduced calorie food unless the calorie content of that food is one-Third lower than the calorie content that the food normally has; and


(b)
dietary product, unless it complies with the requirements for low energy food and reduced calorie food.

189.
Special labelling requirements for dietary product



No person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store or offer for sale or sell  any dietary product unless, in compliance with regulation 3, -

(a) there is on the label the details of the claim on which special suitability is based; and

(b) the label does not make any claim associated with maintaining or reducing body weight. 

