PART VI - CONTAMINANT
61.
Definition 


For the purposes of this part, 



"antibiotic" means any chemical substance produced by either chemical synthesis or by a micro-organism capable of inhibiting the growth of or destroying bacteria and other micro-organism;

"contaminant" -

(a) includes -

(i) any foreign extraneous, toxic, noxious or harmful substance that is contained in or is present on any food;  

(ii) metal contaminant, mycological contaminant, micro-organisms and their toxins, antibiotic residue and pesticide residue; 

(b) does not include any preservative, colouring substance, flavouring substance, flavour enhancer, antioxidant, food conditioner, sweetening substances or nutrient supplement;

"micro-organisms and their toxins" include bacteria, fungi and their toxins;

"Pesticide"

(a) means -

(i)
any substance intended for preventing, destroying, attracting, 

repelling, or controlling any pest including any unwanted species of plants or animals during the production, storage, transport, distribution and processing of food; 

(ii) any substance intended for use as a plant - growth regulator, defoliant, dessicant, fruit thinning agent, or sprouting inhibitor; and 

(iii) any substance applied to crops either before or after harvest to protect the crops from deterioration during storage and transport; 

(b) does not mean fertilizer, plant and animal nutrient, food additive and animal drug.

"Pesticide residue" means any substance specified in the Tenth Schedule found in food resulting from the use of a pesticide, and includes derivatives of a pesticide, conversion products, metabolites and reaction products;

62.
Prohibition of importation and sale of food with excess contaminant

(1) No person shall import, manufacture, store, pack, sell or offer for sale any food intended for human consumption which has any excess contaminant, micro-organism, toxin produced by micro-organisms, antibiotic residue or pesticide residue that are contained in or present on any food as specified in paragraph (2) and (3).

(2) (a)
Metal contaminants shall not be greater than the maximum permitted proportion specified in respect of that food in the Seventh Schedule.



(b)
Bacteria shall not be in a greater number than the numbers specified in respect of that food as set out in the Eighth Schedule.

(a) The quantity of mycological contaminant shall not be greater than the maximum quantity specified in the Ninth Schedule.

(b) Pesticide residue shall not be in excess of the limit specified in respect of that food as set out in the Tenth Schedule.


(3)
(a)
No food shall contain any antibiotic or its degradation products.



(b)
Notwithstanding subparagraph (a) a person shall not commit an offence where 




the Government Analyst certifies that the antibiotic residue or its degradation 




product detected does not constitute a danger to the health of human beings.

63.
Exemptions, scientific research and food naturally containing excess contaminants


Regulations 62 shall not apply to -

(a)
any food intended for the purpose of scientific research provided that the container bears a label stating clearly that the food is imported, manufactured, stored or sold for that purpose;

(b)
hop concentrates or any similar ingredient used in the manufacture of beer, and approved by the Permanent Secretary.

64.
Sale of oyster  & shellfish from non-polluted source


No person shall sell or have in his possession for sale for human consumption oysters or other shellfish taken from waters that are polluted.


65.
Prohibition of sale of pesticide and similar products on food premises

No person engaged in the sale of food for human consumption, pre-packed or otherwise, shall on the same premises, trade in the sale of pesticide, fertilizer, petroleum product or other similar products.

66.       Irradiated food



            (1)
Subject to paragraph (2), no person shall import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or sell any food which has been exposed to ionizing radiation.

(2)  
The Permanent Secretary may issue a certificate in writing allowing a person to import, manufacture, process, pack, store, offer for sale or sell food which  has been exposed to ionising radiation.

(3) 
The Permanent Secretary may, in issuing a certificate under paragraph (2), take into account -

(a)  
the period during which the food has been exposed to ionising radiation;

(b) any test carried out regarding the level of  ionisation of the food;

(c) the nature of the food; and



(d)
any other factor which he deems relevant.

