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It is my pleasure and privilege to be with you here this morning on the occasion of the signing of the contract for carrying out all civil works associated with La Marie New Treatment Works project.


This is yet another major project to continuously upgrade the water supply infrastructure with a view to improving its treatment and distribution capacity and ensuring a continuous supply of potable water all over the island.


This project which is scheduled for completion in April 2005,  will increase the output of La Marie Treatment Plant from the present level of 60,000 m3/day to a peak of about 130,000 m3/day.  It is comforting to note that the additional volume of water will not only enable a round-the-clock supply in the Mare-aux-Vacoas supply system, especially in the regions of Curepipe, 16ème Mille, Midlands, Riviere Noire, Beau Bassin etc where the number of hours of supply daily is restricted to 12-16 hours only, but will also satisfy the demands of the other sectors in that catchment area.

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Since this Government took office, major investments have been made in the water sector.  The Midlands Dam, completed in December 2002, for a total investment of Rs 1.6 billion, is a landmark in the post-independence era in Mauritius. This new infrastructure will supply about 41 million cubic metres additional water annually to meet 100% demand of domestic, commercial, industrial and tourism sectors in the North .  To make good of the additional resources, the CWA has also carried out major infrastructural works downstream of La Nicolière Reservoir. The works include a new treatment plant of capacity 66,000 m3/day at Nicolière to replace the old treatment plant as well as the upgrading and rehabilitation of the service works to increase inflows to service reservoirs and distribution zones particularly in the North. 


Massive investments have also gone in the rehabilitation of existing dams, namely Mare-aux-Vacoas, and the Municipal Dyke.   In addition, La Nicoliere Dam and La Ferme Dam will be rehabilitated soon.  Likewise, a lot of resources is being provided to rehabilitate the water conveyance system so as to minimise losses.  In that context, the Trianon Grosses Roches Feeder Canal has been rehabilitated while works on the La Nicolière Feeder Canal has started this month.


Conservation of water continues to be a priority for Government.  In this context, the CWA is implementing a major project to reduce the level of unaccounted for water from 40-45% to a world-wide acceptable level of 25% over the next four years.  The investment  of Rs 1.2 billion for this project is substantial but it is the price we have to pay if we want to make judicious use of the limited water resources.  


Government has also embarked on the feasibility study for a second mega project in relation to the construction of a dam at Bagatelle to improve water supply generally in the region of lower Plaines Wilhems and Ebène where there are major developments underway. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,


We are adopting an integrated approach to manage water resources but with the rapid socio-economic development, allocation of water between users and between areas can prove to be a real challenge in the near future.  


There is an urgent need to develop new strategy with regard to the development of water resources infrastructure and water supply.  Moreover, the water supply sector will require huge financial outlay which government will not be able to sustain alone.  Therefore, private sector participation is inevitable to modernise the water supply sector.  Moreover, partnership with a reputable international water utility will also provide the required know-how and technology transfer to enable the CWA to move towards the world class water utility. As you are already aware, the Government has commissioned the International Finance Corporation of the World Bank to advise on the best option for public/private partnership in the water and wastewater sectors.   I am pleased to inform you that a full IFC team of eleven members is already in Mauritius and is having discussions with all the relevant stakeholders.   The IFC will complete the exercise within six months.   I wish to stress that the private sector partnership in the utilities sector will not only provide funds for the necessary investment but more importantly management expertise to create added value for society as a whole.   Let me here assure you that the Government will see to it that such partnership takes place in an environment that supports both public and private initiatives and within a system of good governance with the end result that the consumer gets value for money. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Without the assistance of funding agencies, it would not have been possible to implement so many projects in the water sector.  Here, I would like to express my warmest thanks to the Kuwait Fund for the Arab Economic Development and the Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa for part-financing the contract MW.  Let me also congratulate Messrs Grinaker-LTA/Rehm Grinaker Joint Venture who have been awarded the contract through competitive bidding.


I wish you full success in the implementation of the MW 25 project. 


Thank you. 
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