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Ladies and Gentlemen


It is my pleasure to welcome you here to-day on the occasion of the signing ceremony and the launching of the works for the rehabilitation of the La Nicoliere Feeder Canal.  This project together with the Midlands Dam forms part of the North Mauritius Water Supply Project which has been conceived and is being implemented to alleviate the water resources problems in the North.

2.
Government is firmly committed to improve the quality of life of the citizens in every corner of the island.  Massive investments to the tune of three billion rupees have been made in the water sector to cater for the needs of the population for the development of water resources and supply, infrastructure, operation and maintenance.  The rehabilitation of the La Nicoliere Feeder Canal is in line with the policy of my Ministry to upgrade existing infrastructure and to optimise our water resources capabilities.

3.
The Nicoliere Feeder Canal was constructed in 1929 and it is the backbone for the supply of potable and irrigation water to the northern regions of the island.  The canal, of 27 km long, takes off at La Pipe Dam at Grand River South East and makes its way through sugar cane fields, hunting grounds and inhabited zones before flowing into La Nicolière Reservoir.  The Canal was partly rehabilitated in 1994 by my Ministry.  With the commissioning of the Midlands Dam, the rehabilitation works will ensure efficient running condition of the canal for the constant transfer of water from the Dam to La Nicoliere Reservoir.  Prior to the construction of Midlands Dam, the annual average availability of water from La Nicoliere was about 30 million cubic metres and will now increase to more than 70 million cubic metres to cater for the requirements of

· 100% water demand of domestic, industrial and tourism sectors in the northern region;

· irrigation water for about 1900 hectares of the existing Northern Plains Irrigation Project, Phase I and 

· irrigation water for an additional area of about 3000 hectares.

4.
The rehabilitation works to be undertaken include, interalia, repairing of existing concrete lining, placing of reinforced concrete/granite lining and covering of canal in inhabited area.  The rehabilitation works will substantially minimize the conveyance losses to the acceptable level of around 10% and improve water supply to La Nicoliere Reservoir.  It will also result in an additional volume of 10 million cubic metres of water annually from the existing system over and above the contribution of Midlands Dam.  Besides, the canal is expected to give trouble free service for a long time with the regular maintenance.

5.
The rehabilitation works have been divided into four (4) lots.  Lots 1 and 3 have been awarded to M/s Rehm Grinaker Construction Company for a total contract sum of Rs 127 million whereas lots 2 and 4 have been allotted to M/s Sotravic/Sotramon Ltee Joint Venture for a contract sum of Rs 140 million. The total cost of the rehabilitation works will be around Rs 267 millions.  The works are scheduled to be completed by October 2003.

6.
Besides, the rehabilitation of La Nicoliere Feeder Canal, my Ministry has also undertaken works for the maintenance and upgrading of other existing water resources structures namely the upgrading of Mare aux Vacoas Reservoir and the Municipal Dyke, rehabilitation of the Trianon Grosses Roches Feeder Canal to increase inflows into La Ferme Reservoir.  Moreover, the La Ferme reservoir and La Nicoliere Reservoir will be rehabilitated soon.  The CWA has already upgraded its treatment capacity at La Nicoliere to cater for the additional water that would be supplied by the Midlands Dam.

7.
Government will continue to invest massively in the Utilities Sector.  To that effect, budgetary proposals have been made for the next financial year to complete the feasibility study for the Bagatelle Dam.  There is also a plan for the construction of a dam at Chamarel.

8.
Allow me to say how fortunate we are that all of our reservoirs are full at this time of the year.  Even the newly constructed Midlands Dam has reached its full capacity and is already spilling.  The rainfall has also been beneficial to the energy sector.  As you may be aware, the total installed capacity of hydro plants is around 59 MW with an annual generation of 90 GWh over the last ten years.  Although, the first quarter of 2003 was characterized by a low yield of energy from the hydro plants as compared to previous years.  In April, the situation has significantly improved with a production of 9 GWh at Champagne Power Station which is the most important plant of capacity of 30 MW and bringing the total cumulative value for the power station to 16.7 GWh at the end of April.  Total hydro production islandwide amounted to 25.4 GWh for the first quarter of 2003.  With some 16.2 GWh generated during the month of April, the cumulative generation was 41.6 GWh at the end of the month of April as compared to 47.5 GWh last year.  In the aftermath of cyclone "Manou", all CEB dams are now spilling and hydro capacity to the grid is of the order of 50MW round the clock which is around one sixth of CEB's peak demand of around 300 MW. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

9.
Fortunately, we do not face competition for water, increasing droughts or rising degradation of water as it is the case in many countries.  However, the fact that we have an abundant stock of water now does not mean that we should waste this precious commodity.  Conservation of water should be our prime concern and the CWA has embarked in the rehabilitation of the network to reduce the unaccounted for water to an acceptable level.  We should ascertain that the future generation will also enjoy an adequate supply of water of good quality.

10.
With the rapid socio economic development, allocation of water between users and between areas can prove to be a real challenge in the near future.  Government is making all possible efforts to modernize the Utilities Sector.  Government has already taken the decision to look into the possibility of introducing private sector participation in the water sector.  A full team of consultants from the World Bank's International Finance Corporation was recently in Mauritius for a kick-off mission to study the best option for private sector participation in the water sector.  The first phase of the study will be completed within a period of six months.  Government will see to it that the new partnership takes place in the best condition and in the interest of all stakeholders.

11.
Ladies and Gentlemen, let me assure you that irrespective of that study, my Ministry will continue with its programme to make optimum use of our water resources infrastructure and we shall rise to the expectations and continue to modernise our services to become a world class utility sector.  Let me congratulate the two contractors, namely, Messrs Sotravic  Ltd and Rehm Grinaker Ltd who have been awarded the contract for these works and wish them success in the execution of the project.  


I thank you for your attention.

