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Distinguished Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen

It is with great honour and pleasure that I welcome you all on the occasion of the Inauguration of the Midlands Dam Project.

2.
As you may be aware, this year has been declared International Year of Fresh Water.  To mark this event, we are inaugurating, as the first of a series of activities, one of the most important  project so far executed in the country, the Midlands dam.  The Midlands dam project was in fact launched in 1991 when the then MSM MMM Government under the leadership of our Prime Minister, decided to commission a study to increase the water resources in the dry northern region of the island. The study concluded that the optimal option to increase the water resources was to transfer water from the central plateau which receives the highest average rainfall to the northern region.  The study also identified the construction of the Midlands Dam of capacity of 25.5 million cubic metres at the same site that was originally selected in the late 1930s. 
 Subsequently, a Donor’s meeting was held in 1995 to seek funds for the construction of the dam.  The construction of the dam started in January 2000 and was completed in December 2002 as scheduled.  Storage of water  started  in mid September and to-day the dam is more than 75% full, that is,19.5 million cubic metres which represents about four times the full capacity of Nicoliere reservoir. It is to be noted that the Midlands dam has been constructed using latest technology adapted to the local site conditions such as concrete cut-off wall and asphalt concrete surface sealing.
3.
The additional regulated volume of 42 million cubic metres  from the Midlands Dam will be used for domestic, industrial and touristic needs as well as irrigation of the existing 1900 hectares and an additional 3,500 hectares in the northern region.  With the coming into operation of this Dam , the planters in the north will no longer from water shortage during the dry months of September to December.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
4.
Fresh water is an essential and dynamic component of the natural environment.  However, it is a very limited resource estimated at only 2.5 per cent of the water in the world.  Only less than 1 per cent of this amount is available for use through catchment areas such as lakes, rivers, reservoirs and aquifers which are regularly renewed by rainfall.  
5.
Water is indeed a major factor for development and the availability of fresh water has in recent years raised concern at the international level. The first two World Water Fora held in Marrakesh (1997) and the Hague (2000), followed by the International Conference on Freshwater in Bonn (2001) further advanced the debate on freshwater.  Subsequently, other fora have taken up the freshwater issue, notably the Millennium Summit in 2000 and the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg last year.  In fact, the world Summit on sustainable development has given the world a blue print on how sustainable development can be achieved with a view to reducing by 50 per cent the number of people without access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation by 2015.  It is unfortunate to note that a third of the world lives in water stressed areas where consumption outstrips supply.

6. Presently, a fifth of the world is without access to safe water supplies.  6,000 people, mainly, children in developing countries, die every day as a result of dirty contaminated water.  Around one third of the world’s population depend on groundwater supplies and the levels are falling as a result of over abstraction.  International conflicts and disputes over water resources will inevitably occur as the world population is expected to increase from 6 billions to 7.2 billion over the next 20 years, and global warming resulting in more extreme weather conditions including drought.

7. The 3rd World Water Forum held last week in Kyoto highlighted the importance of issues, actions, commitments and recommendations to achieve a safe and secure water future for all.  The key issues addressed by the World Water Forum were the challenge of balancing increasing human requirements for adequate water supplies and improved health and sanitation with food production, transportation, energy and environmental needs, that most countries will require for more effective governance, improved capacity and adequate financing.  It is felt that many countries face a governance crisis rather than a water crisis. Good water governance requires effective and accountable socio-political and administrative systems adopting an integrated water resources management approach.  Moreover, in view of the importance to mankind, this year’s theme for World Environment Day to be celebrated on 5th June is “Water - Two billion people are dying for it”.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

8.
In Mauritius, fortunately, we receive an annual average rainfall of 2,100 mm which adequately meets our requirement of fresh water and my Ministry is taking all necessary actions to optimize the use of available water resources.  Indeed in Mauritius we have access to safe water island wide as a result of the major investments already carried out in the water sector to tap available water resources and develop the distribution facilities.
9.
However, there is further need to encourage fresh water conservation and preservation.  In this context all the existing storage dams and feeder canals are being rehabilitated.  Mare-aux-Vacoas dam and Trianon Grosses Roches Feeder Canal have already been rehabilitated. The contract for the rehabilitation of the La Nicoliere Feeder canal has already been awarded and works are starting next month.  The rehabilitation of Municipal Dyke, which supply water to Port-Louis,  will be completed in April this year.  The remaining dams and feeder canals are envisaged to be rehabilitated in next two years.  To supplement surface water resources for the regions of Lower Plaines Wilhems and Port Louis, as well as additional irrigation for the western region, a feasibility study is being carried out for the Bagatelle dam to be constructed on rivers Terre Rouge and Cascade to supply lower Plaine-Wilhems and Port-Louis.  This will be followed by further studies for the construction of new dams in the regions of Chamarel and Calebasses 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

10.
Whilst major efforts are being made to improve the overall availability of water resources, Government is also laying emphasis on the rehabilitation and upgrading of the water distribution systems.  The present potable water treatment and distribution infrastructure for the island as a whole is adequate.  However, reinforcement of the existing distribution networks is required to support medium and long term demand coupled with reduction of unaccounted for water.  This issue is being attended through an ambitious Reduction of Unaccounted for Water Project and other micro projects to improve the service estimated Rs 2.0 billion over the period 2002-2010.  The objective is to meet the short and medium term objectives of government to providing a 24-hour supply throughout Mauritius.  
11.
Furthermore, the CWA will commission a Master Plan Study  for potable water distribution.  The objective of this Study is to equip CWA with an updated model of its distribution network from source to main supply points supported by a document that will indicate the actions required on a five year basis in order to sustain an uninterrupted supply of potable water to the population and to all other sectors of the Mauritian economy up to 2025.

12.
Furthermore, for a better control on production and distribution as well as a high level of operational reliability with a view to reducing operational costs, a Telemetry system will be installed to centrally control the pumping stations, service reservoirs level, water treatment plants and important points in the distribution networks.  This is a move towards application of information technology to water distribution.

13.
The old La Marie Treatment Plant of 60,000 m3/day capacity, now 115 years old, has now been fully rehabilitated, however, it is constrained by its capacity.  Hence the service zone of Mare-aux-Vacoas system, particularly the upper Plaine Wilhems and western coastal regions are on intermittent supply.  A new treatment plant of capacity 70,000 m3/day is being constructed at La Marie to supplement supply, from the existing rehabilitated treatment plant, so that by mid of 2005 combined supply from La Marie treatment plan would be of the order of 130,000 m3/day to cater for future domestic needs of Plaine Wilhems and part of Black River districts. In view of the increasing demand as a result of the ongoing development projects in the East, the CWA will have to invest some Rs 125 million for the first phase to upgrade the system to meet future requirements. Moreover, a number of bore holes has been developed  to supplement water resources in many localities and groundwater contributes to around 55% of total water supply  by CWA. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
14.
When this Government came to power, it took a strong commitment to the nation that it will lead the country back on the path of economic reconstruction and prosperity.  We are living challenging moments of our history.  With the numerous development projects taking place in the hotel industry, the new VRS scheme, industrial sector with regard to the new spinning mills, the Cybercity and the new land morcellement under the IRS scheme in the context of sugar sector reform.  Our duty as a caring Government is to ensure a world class service in the water sector. However, this will require massive investment in order to modernize the water supply facilities.  Moreover, there is an urgent need to supplement the management capabilities at the CWA in terms of strategic business planning and technology transfer. 
15.
In this context, the International Finance Corporation of the World Bank has been appointed to carry out a comprehensive analysis of potential options for private sector participation in the water and sanitation sectors as well as incorporation of an integrated water resources management. In the light of the recommendations of the IFC which are expected early next year, government will take a decision on the best option for public private partnership in the water and sanitation sectors.  
Ladies and Gentlemen,

16.
I take this opportunity to extend my warmest thanks to the two funding agencies, namely BADEA and Kuwait fund for the contribution of 10 million US $ respectively for the implementation of this project. I also wish to thank the consultant, the contractor, the subcontractors, the staff of my ministry and all other persons, who one way or the other have contributed in the successful and timely implementation of the project.  I would fail in my duty if I do not thank the Prime Minister and the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance for their continued support.  I am sure that the public at large will be very eager to see for themselves this new dam built using the latest state-of-art technology.  In view of the numerous requests from different quarters, I am glad to announce that the public will have the opportunity to visit the site next week-end.  
17  I avail myself of this opportunity to make an appeal to the population on the need for more responsible water use and conservation. Water is a precious commodity and a gift of God which should be used judiciously. In this respect to , I wish to quote the Secretary General of the United Nations ,Mr Kofi Annan, in his message on the occasion of the World Water Day,22 March 2003.
“  L’eau douce est indispensable a l’equilibre des ecosystems, developpement durable et ala survie meme de l’espece humain. Or trop souvent, dans trop d’endroits, l’eau est gaspillee,polluee comme si elle etait inepuisable. Partout dans le monde,les reserves d’eau diminuent et la qualite de l’eau douce se degrade, a cause de la pollution, la surconsommationet une mauvaise gestion. A ce rythme, deux habitants sur trios de la planete souffriront de penuries d’eau plus ou moins grave d’ici a peine plus de vingt ans.”
17.
With this, I would like to thank you for your attention. 
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