Rehabilitation of the Municipal Dyke

Speech by

Honourable Alan Ganoo

Minister of Public Utilities

On the occasion of the Rehabilitation of the Municipal Dyke 
●   My Colleague Mrs Arianne Navarre Marie

●   Your Worship, the Lord Mayor of Port Louis, Mr. Moorgesh Veerabadren

·  M/s Barbier and Desiré Armance, Members of the National Assembly
·  Mrs Brunel, Permanent Secretary & other Staff of my Ministry

·  Distinguished Guests

·  Ladies & Gentlemen,

It gives me a great pleasure to be here amidst you this afternoon.  We are gathered for the Launching of the project for the Rehabilitation of the Municipal Dyke.  This very small dam of 75 years old is of paramount importance for Mauritius as it is the backbone of the Port Louis Water Supply System.  Presently, it diverts about 64,000 cubic metres of water of Grand River North West everyday to Pailles Water Treatment Plant.  After the construction of Bagatelle dam, the Pailles Water Treatment Plant will be upgraded to treat about 100,000 cubic metres of water everyday satisfying the water needs of Port Louis region.  Therefore, it is absolutely necessary that the Municipal Dyke should be maintained in good condition.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The climatic conditions of our island is such that every year we face a dry season for a period of three to four months prior to the rainy period starting as from mid December.  Therefore, during the dry season we have to make judicious use of our water resources particularly for regions such as Port Louis which depends entirely on river water. In this context my ministry has appointed the consultant SMEC who is presently carrying out a feasibility study for the Bagatelle dam which will supply the region of Port Louis.  As regards the other regions we have in the recent past develop more boreholes to supplement supply during the dry season.

Pending the coming into operation of the Bagatelle dam, we are rehabilitating the Municipal Dyke to ensure a more reliable supply to Port Louis.  The contract for these rehabilitation works has been awarded to M/s Sotravic for a sum of Rs 57 million.  The works will be supervised by M/s GIBB (Mtius) in association with WAPCOS (India) under the overall responsibility of my ministry.  The works are scheduled to be completed by March 2003.  After these rehabilitation and upgrading works the Municipal Dyke will have a new look and is expected to give trouble-free performance for about another 50 years or so.

My Ministry is also taking up the rehabilitation of all the dams and feeder Canals.  As you are aware Mare aux Vacoas dam has already been fully rehabilitated.  After the Municipal Dyke the next two dams to be rehabilitated are La Nicoliere and La Ferme.  The Rehabilitation of the Trianon Grosses Roches Feeder which is the main feeder of La Ferme Reservoir is in progress and is likely to be completed this month itself.  The rehabilitation of La Nicoliere Feeder Canal which will convey an additional annual volume of about 41 million cubic metres of water from Midlands dam to La Nicoliere dam is also being taken up shortly.  Thus in next 2 to 3 years all the dams and canals of Mauritius will be fully rehabilitated providing a trouble-free water resources infrastructure base.  Along with rehabilitation works necessary security measures are also being taken.  The landscaping and beautification of all these structures is also envisaged

Ladies and Gentlemen,

My Ministry is also looking into the long term Development Plan for additional water resources.  The main objectives of this plan are:

· To optimize the use of existing water resources infrastructure

· To identify and develop additional water resources potential, both surface and groundwater, to meet the water demand of all sectors of the economy throughout the island.

In this context, construction of a number of storage dams has been planned besides developing groundwater and constructing diversion schemes.  

Water is an essential input to all economic sectors.  As a utility, the CWA will have to ensure that all Mauritian and all sectors of the economy are provided with an adequate and reliable supply all year round.  The water supply sector also requires massive investment in terms of renewal and development of new networks with a view to reducing the unaccounted for water which is presently above the internationally acceptable level.  In this context, my Ministry has already embark on the reform of the Water Sector and I am pleased to announce that the IFC has this week signed a contract with my ministry to advise on the best water sector reform option.  The IFC has already started its assignment this week and is expected to submit its report by July next year.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before I declare the Rehabilitation Works of Municipal Dyke formally launched, I will like to thank my colleague Mrs Arianne Navarre Marie, His Worship the Lord Mayor of Port Louis and Members of the National Assembly for their presence and cooperation.

With these words, Ladies and Gentlemen,  I now have the pleasure to declare the rehabilitation works of Municipal Dyke launched.

Thank you for your kind attention.

