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Members of the Board 
Members of the Incubator Management Committee
Entrepreneurs,
Distinguished Guests 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you this morning to this Inaugural Function of the Open Day being organised at the National Computer Board Incubator Centre. The aim of this event is to enable start-ups currently operating at the Incubator Centre to present their range of products and services and also to make the facilities offered by the Centre better known to potential start-ups.
As you are well aware, in today’s continuously evolving business environment, it is crucial for entrepreneurs and small businesses to receive proper support and guidance to be able to operate effectively and keep up with the pace of change to remain competitive. A structured and adequate framework is therefore imperative for business concepts to be concretely marketed and successfully commercialised. 
Thus, the objectives of the Incubator Centre are not only to help start-ups transform their ideas into viable business ventures, but are also meant to enhance their ability to reach the entire potential for expansion. In broader terms, the type of support provided by the Incubator Centre helps to promote entrepreneurship in the ICT sector and to create jobs in the long term. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The NCB Incubator Centre offers an array of facilities and benefits to start-ups. For instance, the Centre provides office space at very competitive rates. Office units are fully wired for broadband Internet connectivity and are equipped with power supply, network points and air conditioning. Other facilities such as fax and telephone services, secretariat and meeting rooms are made available on a fee basis.
In view of the basic importance of adequate financial support for start-ups, one of the key services supplied by the Incubator Centre is guidance towards access to finance.

Another critically important facility offered by the Incubator Centre is the provision of consultancy services including business development, marketing actions, legal advice and financial management. To this effect, the Incubator Centre runs Entrepreneur Personal Development Programmes comprising regular training and coaching sessions on business-related issues and guidance as to emerging trends and technologies in the ICT sector.

I would like to point out that, since it came into operation in January 2003, the Incubator Centre has provided support in terms of logistics and infrastructure to 11 start ups operating in the fields of:
· Software development;

· Multimedia development and graphic design;

· E-Commerce and website development;

· E-Business for tourism;

· Internet Kiosks and E-Learning;

· Medical Transcription; 

· E-marketing and IT business solutions; and
· IT Consultancy.
Furthermore, 1 start-up has done very well and has set up its own facilities in Tamarin since December 2003.
At present, 8 incubatees are housed at the Centre, which is operating at full capacity. 

Although the Incubator Centre was initially set up to accommodate local start-ups, the policy of the centre has evolved so as to enable local operators to benefit from the expertise and business exposure of foreign companies through joint ventures. In this respect, the Incubator Centre also includes in its range of services guidance for the identification of potential foreign partners. Indeed, certain of the start-ups operate in partnership with French, Indian and Australian companies. Moreover, the Incubator Centre today also offers its facilities to foreign companies looking to start operating on a small-scale or on a pilot basis.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The two open days aim at allowing the 8 incubatees to present to you their products and services as well as to demonstrate their business potential, as part of their marketing campaign. I seize this opportunity to congratulate the incubatees for their achievements and wish them further expansion and success in the near future.
Before ending allow me to wish you all a fruitful interaction with the start-ups. I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Incubator Centre Management Team for their good work.
Thank you for your attention.

