Speech by Chairman of the National Computer Board on the occasion of the Inaugural Ceremony on the 16th April 2004 at the ICT Incubator Centre. 
Mr Kemraz Mohee – Executive Director of the National Computer Board
Members of the Board of the National Computer Board 
Members of the Incubator Management Committee
Distinguished Guests and

The Start-ups at the Incubator Centre
Ladies and Gentlemen:
Good Morning,

It is indeed a pleasure for me to welcome you today to this Open Day for Start-ups and almost one year since the National Computer Board Incubator Centre was officially launched. I am also pleased to note that the Centre has been operating at full capacity since the beginning of its operation. The  ICT Incubator Centre was set up in line with the Government’s vision to transform Mauritius into a cyber island, to develop ICT as a strong pillar of the economy and to position Mauritius as a regional ICT Hub.
Driven by the ambition to transform Mauritius into a cyberisland, the Government has spared no efforts in recent years to developing the ICT and more efforts are being done towards consolidating this promising industry which is poised to become the engine of our economic growth.
A number of initiatives have been taken by the Government to achieve our vision and ensure the development of the ICT sector. The ICT Incubator Centre was one of them and since its set-up in January 2003, 11 companies have benefited from the services of the Centre.
You will certainly agree with me that Incubators are important vectors to promote the development of any industry. Over 30 years, incubators have been created by a growing range of economic players, from local authorities to universities and large corporates, have proven their worth and have spread world-wide. In more recent years, their economic models have evolved, their objectives widened and, through experience, a new profession of nurturing and developing young companies has emerged.

Today incubation is a profession – the Americans talk of an industry – which has its own methodology, tools, standards and professional structures. It is still a young profession and in constant evolution.
Incubators act as support structures for enterprise creation. They bring together specialised resources dedicated to supporting and assisting companies before their creation or during their initial years. 

In France, the term ‘incubateur’ is used to denote support structures prior to company formation. Examples include the incubators of the Ecoles des Mines. In the United States, the term ‘incubator’ refers to the French equivalent of ‘pépinières’ with the concept of incubator being translated from time to time as ‘innovation center’. In general terms, however, the term ‘incubator’ encapsulates all of the support structures both before and after company creation.
The Incubator Centre of the National Computer Board was thus set up to work along the objectives of employment creation, stimulation of economic growth and that of technology transfer
In that light, I would like to quote one famous line: 

“Give a man a fish; you have fed him for today.  Teach a man to fish; and you have fed him for a lifetime”. 

Well, Ladies and Gentleman, I would like you to reflect on that quote and think of the National Computer Board as the “friend” of the entrepreneur and a facilitator to setting up your business in the ICT sector at the Incubator Centre. The Start-ups today are the result of a small seed of an idea that has been transformed into a successful business. The Incubator Centre today represents avenues of opportunities for our youngsters to venture and become successful entrepreneurs in the ICT sector. I shall encourage all potential entrepreneurs, especially the young graduates who have fresh ideas, to take the next step and have this entrepreneurial drive towards realisation of their project.

I would like to think of the current Incubator Centre as phase I and given its success, we are soon embarking on phase II which comprises the future expansion of the Incubator Centre to another location that will be accommodating additional start-ups.
Ladies and Gentlemen, one of the objectives of the National Computer Board is to continuously improve on the facilities and services we offer to our start-ups. In this context, I am also pleased to announce that the National Computer Board Incubator Centre with the support of the UNDP will undertake a joint study for the improvement of the facilities and services offered by the Incubator Centre. 
During this Open Day, the start-ups will have the opportunity to expose their know-how and demonstrate their talent and capacity in various areas, whether Software Development, Multimedia Development or Website Development amongst others.

I am sure that the 2 Open Days, to-day and to-morrow will help the start-ups have a better exposure and market their talents, products and services. I seize this opportunity to wish them plenty of success and officially declare the event open.

Thank you for your attention[image: image1.png]



PAGE  
2

