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Circular No. 5 of 2011

From:
Director, Procurement Policy Office

To    :
Heads of Public Bodies
Format of Bid Submission



Please refer to the findings of the Independent Review Panel (IRP) in the case of Islands Chemicals Ltd v/s Central Water Authority dated 09 September 2011, Decision No. 14/11, which can be acceded to on the website of the Procurement Policy Office (http://ppo.gov.mu.) 
2.
The IRP found that failure to insert the total bid sum in the Bid Submission Form did not constitute a ground to reject the Applicant’s bid as the bid sum could easily be ascertained in the other sections of the form. The IRP further observed that there were several omissions from the bid of the selected bidder which could equally render the selected bid non-responsive.  

3.
We have been advised by the Attorney General’s Office that the decision of the IRP in the case must be read on its own merits, and should not be taken as a precedent.

4.
To avoid any misunderstanding, we are issuing Directive No. 4, pursuant to section 7 (b) of the Public Procurement Act, to confirm the format of Bid Submission and the purpose of the forms contained in the Standard Bidding Documents in this respect. 

Procurement Policy Office

07 November 2011
Procurement Policy Office

Directive No. 4 – Bid Submission Format

issued pursuant to section 7 of the Public Procurement Act

1. The Standard Bidding Documents for goods, works and other services issued for Open Advertised Bidding and Restrictive Bidding methods as well as those issued for Request for Sealed Quotations contain each a Bid/Quotation Submission Form for submission of bid/quotation, as applicable, in a pre-determined manner.

2. A bid/quotation is therefore legally binding only if accompanied by: 

(a) a duly signed Bid Submission Form, Letter of Bid or Quotation Sheet, as applicable; and

(b) the Bid Submission Form/Letter of Bid/Quotation Sheet that is substantially identical to the format provided in the bidding document, and filled in with all material information such as bid price, bid validity etc... 

3. Failure to submit a signed Bid Submission Form/Letter of Bid/Quotation Sheet, as applicable, and any missing material information required therein shall therefore constitute valid grounds for rejection of a bid/quotation.

Note: When undertaking a procurement exercise, please make sure you are using the latest version of the appropriate Standard Bidding Document available on the website of the Procurement Policy Office (http://ppo.gov.mu).  You may also consult on the site the updated version of the Public Procurement Act and the Regulations made thereunder, as well as circulars issued by the Office.
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