MINISTRY OF FINANCE & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

PROCUREMENT POLICY OFFICE

Circular No. 10 of 2010
Ref    :
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From:
Director, Procurement Policy Office

To    :
Heads of Public Bodies

Training in Public Procurement

It has come to the knowledge of the Procurement Policy Office (PPO) that some public bodies have been organizing/intend to organize training in fields relating to public procurement for their personnel or for other officials involved in one way or the other with procurement activities.

2.
While welcoming the initiative of the bodies concerned, the Procurement Policy Office would like to draw their attention to the provisions of the Public Procurement Act with regard to training in procurement activities, and the need to ensure consistency in the understanding and in the interpretation of the provisions of the Act and Regulations made thereunder, the Standard Bidding Documents(SBDs), and the Directives and Circulars issued by this Office.

3.
As you are aware, training of procurement officials and suppliers is one of the main functions of the PPO, as stipulated in the Public Procurement Act (re. section 7(f).

4.
It is clear that the objective of attributing the above function to one specific organization, has been to ensure that all those involved in procurement activities, - public officials as well as suppliers - have the same understanding of the provisions of the Act, the regulations and the procedures.  On the other hand, in order to avoid any confusion in the interpretation of the Act and the accompanying regulations, amendments have been brought to provide for the PPO “to act as a focal point to guide the Board and public bodies with a view to ensuring consistency in the application of this Act and any regulation made under this Act” [section 7(da)] 

5.
Accordingly, with a view to attaining the above objective, it is absolutely necessary that any training in public procurement related field be organized by or be held in collaboration with the PPO.  You are therefore requested to contact the PPO for any training desired or contemplated by your organization.
2/…

6.
You may wish to know that, as at date, the PPO has organized training as follows for public officials and suppliers:
(i) training at the request of public bodies to meet their specific needs;
(ii) adhoc training in specific fields to attend to weaknesses identified during compliance monitoring;
(iii) a Certification Programme in Public Procurement, a part time training programme of 3 months duration for officials directly involved in procurement activities aimed at enhancing their knowledge and skills;

(iv) a 16-hr training specially designed for officers at management level involved in procurement; and

(v) sensitization of suppliers regarding the provisions of the Act and the regulations, and training in the use of SBDs; and


Training in the following areas are currently being worked upon:

· Bid Evaluation

· Contract Administration

· Sustainable Procurement

· Life Cycle Costing

· Framework Agreement

· Contract Negotiation

7.
You are kindly requested to bring the contents of this Circular, especially paragraphs 1 to 5, to all officers concerned.
Procurement Policy Office

03 September 2010
























Note: When undertaking a procurement exercise, please make sure you are using the latest version of the appropriate Standard Bidding Document available on the website of the Procurement Policy Office (http://ppo.gov.mu).  You may also consult on the site the updated version of the Public Procurement Act and the Regulations made thereunder, as well as circulars issued by the Office.

