B/109
The Honourable Third Member for Beau Bassin and Petite Rivière (Mr Naidu)

To ask the Honourable Minister of Youth and Sports:-

Whether, in regard to the football match between the team of Mauritius and that of the Ivory Coast, held on 21 March 2007 at the Anjalay Stadium, he will (a) state the number of complimentary tickets obtained by his Ministry and (b) for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Mauritius Football Association, information as to (i) if any complaints have been made by the players for lack of facilities and, if so, the nature thereof and (ii) the facilities put at the disposal of members of the press to cover the event?

REPLY 

(made on 10.04.07)
Mr Speaker, Sir,

The Mauritius Football Association provided my Ministry with 250 complimentary tickets for the football match Mauritius National Team against the Ivory Coast Team held on 21 March 2007 at Anjalay Stadium.

These tickets were distributed among staff of my Ministry and to all those who collaborated with my Ministry for arrangements for the event.
In fact, it is a normal practice as in the past, for the Mauritius Football Association to provide a number of complimentary tickets to my Ministry for major international football matches.

I would like to inform the House that my Ministry had played a key role in providing all the necessary logistic facilities to the Mauritius Football Association for the organisation of the match.  The event was a resounding success in terms of spectators’ attendance and the popular interest it had aroused as a result of the presence of football stars such as Didier Drogba and Kalou.

This friendly match was a good preparation for our National Football Team in view of the forthcoming Indian Ocean Islands Games scheduled in Madagascar in August 2007.  I would like to point out that my Ministry is closely monitoring the preparation of our national selection.
With regard to part (b) of the question, I am informed by the Mauritius Football Association that it did not receive any official complaint from players for lack of facilities.

As regards facilities put at the disposal of members of the press to cover the event, I am informed by the Mauritius Football Association that arrangements were made for two “Salles Verte” and chairs and tables to accommodate some 20 persons.

However, it would appear that more than the expected number of media people had turned up to cover the football match.
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