PARLIAMENTARY   QUESTION

B/1174
The Honourable Third Member for Montagne Blanche and Grand River South East (Mr Gunness)

To ask the Honourable Minister of Youth and Sports:--


Whether, in regard to the construction of the swimming pool of Mare d’Albert, he will state (a) the name of the contractor (b)  the date on which the contract was awarded, indicating the terms and conditions thereof (c)  the date on which the project was completed and (d) the amount of liquidated damages, if any (i) claimed from the contractor and (ii)  written off? 

 REPLY (19 August 2008)

Mr  Speaker, Sir,

I wish to inform the House that:

1. the name of the Contractor who was awarded the contract for the construction of the Mare D’Albert Swimming Pool is PAD & Co Ltd;
2. the contract was awarded in August 2004 on the terms and conditions applicable to Government Contractors for building projects;
(a) the handing over of the swimming pool was done in June 2008;
As a matter of fact, Mr Speaker, Sir, the issue of liquidated damages does not arise in this case. In fact, PAD & Co Ltd had claimed about Rs 8.2M for breach of contract, non payment for works performed, as well as for modification and variations in scope of works.  The Contractor had demobilized from site in July 2006 and had, in February 2007, entered a case in Court. However, the Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Land Transport Shipping (MPI) was of the view that, in accordance with the conditions of the contract, PAD & Co Ltd was liable to pay damages for delay in project execution. 
Several meetings were held. However, a dead lock was reached.  The matter was referred to the State Law Office, on several occasions and we were advised that further meetings be held with all parties concerned to reach an amicable settlement. It is to be pointed out that court cases usually involve tedious and lengthy processes.  Accordingly, PAD & Co Ltd agreed to withdraw its case in Court and resumed works on site.  Government, in January 2008, agreed to the settlement of the claim of the Contractor at the earliest possible so that the swimming pool could be commissioned. 
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