PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION

B/1586
The Honourable Third Member for Curepipe and  Midlands (Mr Dowarkasing)

To ask the Honourable Minister of Youth and Sports:-

Whether, in regard to the expenses incurred during the African Cup of Club Champions (CACC) in volleyball, he will (a) for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Mauritius Sports Council, information as to whether an audit has been conducted thereon and, if so (b) will he state if a copy of the report will be laid on the Table of the National Assembly?

REPLY (5 December, 2006)

Mr. Speaker, Sir,

I am informed by the Mauritius Sports Council that the Mauritius Volleyball Association had requested the Council to carry out an audit of the expenses incurred by the Association for the period January to July 2006 which includes the expenses pertaining to the holding of the Women’s African Cup of Clubs Championship in volleyball held in Mauritius in April 2006.


The Council had subsequently appointed Toolsee and Associates, an accounting firm to audit the accounts of the Volleyball Association for the said period.  I am also informed that Toolsee and Associates have recently submitted the audit report to the Council.


However, I had already informed the House in my reply to Parliamentary Question B/1229 in October 2006 that following representations made by one member club of the Volleyball Association, the “Federation Internationale de Volleyball”, had delegated the Vice President of the African Volleyball Confederation to Mauritius from 22 to 25 September, 2006 to investigate into the internal conflicts of the Volleyball Association.
In an interim report submitted by the Vice President of the Confederation, following his visit to Mauritius, in September 2006, he stated, inter alia, that an enquiry would be carried out to give a fair chance to all parties to put forward their case.

I wish to inform the House that one member of the “Federation Interrnationale de Volleyball” has arrived in Mauritius yesterday to start the enquiry whilst a second one will be in Mauritius on 7 December to join the enquiry process.  They propose, subsequently, to submit to me a final report by mid December 2006. 
In this context, the team leader of the enquiry has advised that it is critical that the audit is not released prior to the conclusion of the enquiry.  He has pointed out that such a course of action would ensure that the enquiry is completed after taking cognizance of the audit report and submission of the final recommendations.
I wish to emphasize again, Mr Speaker Sir, that, as a matter of principle, my Ministry does not interfere in internal matters of Sports Federations which are autonomous bodies, governed by the Sports Act and the Legislation pertaining to the Registration of Associations.
However, I will ensure that the necessary steps are taken by relevant parties concerned with regard to rendering the audit report public as early as possible.
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