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B/337
The Honourable First Member for Beau Bassin 
and Petite Rivière (Mr. Bhagwan)


To ask the Honourable Minister of Youth and Sports:-


Whether in regard to the Fourth Indian Ocean Games, he will state the actions taken to ensure the participation of Mauritius in terms of (a) performance in the different disciplines (b) preparation of the teams (c) training per games (d) participation of Mauritian supporters and the media, including live coverage by the MBC/TV (e) financial support to federations and athletes and (f) medical check-up and follow-up of athletes?

Reply

(on Tuesday 08.05.07)
Mr. Speaker, Sir,

I would like to thank the Honourable First Member for Beau Bassin and Petite Rivière for this question which gives me an opportunity to inform the House of the actions taken for participation of Mauritius in the next Indian Ocean Islands Games.

In fact, the Fourth Indian Ocean Islands Games were held in Seychelles in 1993.  I presume that the Honourable Member is referring to the next edition of the Games which is the Seventh (7th) Indian Ocean Islands Games will be held in Madagascar from 9 to 19 August 2007.
Mauritius will participate in all the 15 sports disciplines retained for the next Games, namely:


Athletics, Basket-Ball, Boxing, Cycling, Football, Judo, Karaté, Pétanque, Swimming, Table Tennis, Tae Kwon Do, Tennis, Volleyball, Weightlifting and Wrestling

Last month, I had a meeting with Air Mauritius regarding arrangements for special flights for travelling of the Mauritian Team to Madagascar and back.

Regarding parts (a), (b) and (c) of the question relating to performance, preparation and training for the Games, Mr. Speaker Sir, I would like to inform that, in October last year, I personally met the representatives of the 15 Sports Federations concerned to impress upon them the urgency to start specific preparation of the National Squad.  Subsequently, a Monitoring Unit headed by the Director of Sports was set up at my Ministry to follow closely the preparation of pre-selected athletes under the guidance of the respective national coaches and the sports federations.

The national coaches have established relevant training plans, which are being implemented.  The training plans include three to five times weekly intensive technical, tactical and physical including mental preparation.

Moreover, national competitions and local training camps are being held to give opportunity to the pre-selected athletes measure their performance among themselves in order to excel further.  A number of Sports Federations have also arranged for training camps abroad as well as participation in international competitions.

For example, in the case of Athletics:

· a number of athletes are already training abroad in High Performance Training Centres in Senegal and Malaysia and a few more will soon proceed to France for high level training camps;
· further, the Mauritius Amateur Athletic Association has made arrangements for the participation of its athletes in competitions in countries of the region such as Reunion Island and other African countries.
For football, participation in regional tournaments, namely COSAFA cup and African Cup of Nations as well as in friendly international matches constitute the plan of preparation.  The National Football team recently played football matches against Seychelles, Reunion Island, Côte d’Ivoire, Tunisia and Sudan.  A training camp abroad is also being envisaged prior to the Games.

For disciplines like Karaté, Tae Kwon Do and Pétanque, apart from the weekly training plans, the national coaches have also planned local intensive training camps whereby the expertise of high calibre foreign coaches will be enlisted.



I would like to assure the House that my Ministry is providing all the necessary support in terms of logistic, technical and transport facilities, medical assistance during training sessions and competitions and provision of food supplements and vitamins to each sport federations for proper preparation of their respective athletes.  A Sports Cadre has been designated for each sports discipline to ensure proper coordination.

The responsibility for the selection of athletes rests with the national coaches and the Sport Federation concerned respecting specific criteria based on results, performance and regularity.  Some Federations such as Athletics and Swimming have also fixed minima.

With regard to part (d) of the question, I am informed that at the last meeting held in Madagascar last month, the “Conseil Permanent de Jeux des Iles” requested the Organising Committee to take appropriate steps to facilitate participation of supporters in the Games from the neighboring islands.  The Organising Committee has undertaken to put sale of tickets on-line in this respect.

The Sports Federations are being encouraged to take advantage of this facility including possibility of additional seats being provided by Air Mauritius.

With regards to participation of the media, arrangements will be made in due course for accreditation facilities to enable them cover the Games.



In addition, I am informed by the Mauritius Broadcasting Corporation that it has taken major steps to ensure live coverages of the Indian Ocean Games in Madagascar from 9 to 19 August 2007.

The MBC has successfully acquired a satellite teleport which is in operation since October 2006.  Through this system, it is sending/receiving TV pictures from Rodrigues, the Outer Islands and also Madagascar and Reunion.  Transmission of TV pictures to Madagascar was tested during the visit of the President of the Malagasy Republic, Mr. Marc Ravalomanana in Mauritius in March 2007.



Reception of TV pictures from Madagascar was tested during the swearing-in ceremony of the President Marc Ravalomanana.  The MBC is working in collaboration with (Reseau France Outre-Mer) RFO Reunion and (Canal France International) CFI to effectively produce good quality TV live coverages during the Games.

I am further informed that an MBC mission will soon be going to Madagascar under the aegis of “Association des Radios Télévision de l’Océan Indien” for a site survey and finalise the logistics and all other resources required for this event.


As regards financial support to Sports Federations, my Ministry has provided some Rs 27 Million in the current Financial Year to the 15 Sports Federations concerned for development of their respective disciplines including preparation for the Indian Ocean Islands Games
Besides, the Mauritius National Olympic Committee has already granted some Rs 1.2 Million to Sports Federations to assist them in their preparation and will also provide sports equipment worth Rs 1 Million.

Moreover, the Sports Medical Unit of my Ministry has since February 2007 started operating till 19.00 hours and effected specific medical tests on all pre-selected athletes.  The services of two Remedial Massage Therapists have been retained by my Ministry to assist preparation of athletes.

