B/376
The Honourable First Member for Beau Bassin 
and Petite Rivière (Mr. Bhagwan)



To ask the Honourable Minister of Youth and Sports:-


Whether in regard to the World Championship to be held in Osaka, he will state the different forms of assistance, including financial and technical, that will be provided to the high level athletes who will participate therein, and especially to Mr. S. B. and 
Mr. E. M.?

Reply

(on Tuesday 15.05.07)
Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I wish to inform the House that only those athletes satisfying the criteria of minima set by the International Amateur Athletic Federation qualify to participate in the Athletic World Championships to be held in Osaka, Japan from 25 August to 02 September 2007.

I am informed by the Mauritius Amateur Athletic Association that up to now only two athletes have been able to reach the minima namely: Stephan Buckland in the 200 metre race and Eric Milazar in 400 metre race.

Moreover, on the basis of trend of performance of other high level athletes, only one or two more may possibly acquire the minima and qualify for the Athletic World Championships.

-  2  -
The following assistance are being provided by my Ministry to these high level athletes:


(i)
an allowance based on performance and criteria 


under the scheme of the High Level Sports Unit.  


The allowance is meant for expenses towards 


their preparation in terms of training, vitamins, 


equipment and transport amounts to Rs 20,000 


monthly;


(ii)
medical follow-up from the Sports Medical Unit; 






and

(iii)
participation in a number of overseas training 


and competitions.  Participation costs including 


air tickets, meals and accommodation are borne 


by my Ministry through the financial assistance to 


the Federation.
Sir,
I would like to inform the House that all athletes who are at World Level will participate in the 9th All Africa Games in Algiers from 05 to 20 July 2007.  However, for the 7th Indian Ocean Islands Games in Madagascar from 09 to 19 August 2007, the Mauritius Amateur Athletic Association has informed my Ministry that Mr. Stephan Buckland and Mr. Eric Milazar will not participate in these games in view of their specific training and preparation for the World Championships in Osaka from 25 August to 02 September 2007.
-  3  -

My Ministry will bear all the participation costs in these events.

In addition, my Ministry in collaboration with the Mauritius Amateur Athletic Association and the French authorities have made necessary arrangements for the potential athletes for Athletic World Championships to proceed to the “Centre Régional d’Education Physique et Sportive” (CREPS) de Boulouris, France from 22 May to 15 July for high profile training camp.
Cr:PQ07/Reply B376

