B/455
The Honourable First Member for Beau Bassin 

and Petite Rivière (Mr. Bhagwan)



To ask the Honourable Minister of Youth and Sports:-


Whether in regard to S.B. and E.M., he will state 
(a) the assistance provided to them, including financial and technical, for their participation at the World Championship at Osaka and (b) if any pressure has been exerted upon them by his Ministry for them to participate in the forthcoming Indian Ocean Games?

Reply

(on Tuesday 22.05.07)
Mr. Speaker, Sir,

I would like to inform the House that Stephan Buckland and Eric Milazar who are both listed as High Level athletes benefit from a monthly allowance of 
Rs 20,000/- each to cater for expenses in terms of training towards their preparation in regional and international sport events.

In addition, both athletes benefit from medical follow-up by the Sports Medical Unit of my Ministry.
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-  2  -

As regards their preparation for the Athletic World Championships to be held in Osaka, Japan from 
25 August to 02 September 2007, the Athletic Federation has made necessary arrangements for their participation in various competitions and training abroad with the assistance provided by my Ministry.

Eric Milazar was in a training camp in South Africa from 
01 to 12 March this year and he has also participated in two competitions: one in Stellenbosch on 02 March 2007 and one in Pretoria on 09 March 2007.

As regards, Stephan Buckland, he was in a training camp in Reunion Island from 15 to 23 April 2007 and he participated in an Invitation Meet there on 21 April 2007.
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· 3  -

Both Eric Milazar and Stephan Buckland will proceed to France on 22 May 2007 and 30 May 2007 respectively and will be based at the “Centre Régional d’Education Physique et Sportive” (CREPS) de Boulouris for high profile training camp up to 15 July 2007.  They will also participate in the All Africa Games from 18 to 23 July 2007 before the World Championships in Osaka, Japan.

As regards part (b) of the question, no pressure has been exerted upon these athletes to participate in the forthcoming Indian Ocean Islands Games.  However, we would have wished that these two (2) athletes participate in these games which is a major sporting event in the region and can be considered as a mini Olympic Game.
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In any event, we respect the decision of the Sport Federation concerned which has the responsibility to decide on the participation of its athletes in regional and international sports competitions taking into account technical and human constraints.
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